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INTRODUCTION 


iy 


- 


‘‘Land of Shining Mountains,’’ the Indians called it. But there are many 
shining mountains in the United States, and the white men now have another 
name for this glorious land. They call it Glacier National Park. 


This area in northwestern Montana lies astride the Continental Divide 
immediately adjacent to the Canadian boundary. Glacier National Park, 
encompassing an area of nearly 1600 square miles, was set aside as a repre- 
sentative sample of the most beautiful mountain scenery and of glaciation in 
the United States. It was set aside by an act of Congress in 1910 as a ‘‘pleas- 
uring ground’’ for the American people and is the fourth largest of our 
twenty-nine national parks. 


Hundreds of thousands of people visit the park each summer to enjoy 
the scenic splendor and relaxation afforded by this vast area of mountains, 
streams, and lakes. Yet we often wonder how many pause in their pleasur- 
able pursuits to ponder upon the history of the area—for here the panorama 
of pageantry unfolds before us. A billion years or more ago the Belt seas de- 
posited layer upon layer of sediments which were destined to become the 
buff, the green, the red, and other layers of the mountains. The Lewis over- 
thrust built this range, only to have the glaciers scrape, pluck and grind away 
the rocks and carve out the valleys, cirques, aretes, and mountains. 


Into this land then came the Indian; perhaps the legend of Napi will tell 
of the early beginnings. The story says that in the beginning Napi, Old Man 
of the Blackfeet, created the rocks and forests, the rivers, mountains, and 
prairie. He then made the animals and birds and fish. Then Napi molded a 
clay man and woman and gave them the breath of life. And he gave them 
dominion over all the creatures of the earth. . 


For a long time Napi dwelt among men, teaching them to fashion bows 
and arrows, tan hides, make shelters, use herbs, and know the magic of sacred 
objects. When man had learned how to take care of himself, Napi bade fare- 
well to his beloved children. Then he returned to his home, the sun, going 
by way of Going-to-the-Sun Mountain. ! 


What did the area look like when white men first saw it, how was it 
established as a National Park, or how did the first park visitors reach the 
back country where one now drives a high-powered automobile over sur- 
faced roads? 


To fully answer these and other questions we must go back many years 
and delve into thousands of records, books, newspaper items, and other sources 


of information that have been deeply buried and long forgotten. Unfortunately 
much of the history of Glacier National Park has been lost because of lack 
of interest in its past and the scattering of written records. 


Before we delve into the dim and faded records that lie before us, just a 
word of warning for those to whom the word ‘‘history’’ means merely a dull 
series of dates or a list of ancient peoples and places—this story is not 
meant for you. But if to you the history of an area is the re-creating of the 
| past and the re-living of adventures and experiences long since gone—if the 
past is a living thing, a part and foundation of our present times, then you will 
surely enjoy the story of Glacier National Park’s history that is to follow. 


CHAPTER [ 


Discovery and Exploration 


GEOGRAPHICAL SIGNIFICANCE 


To appreciate fully the early political status of the area and the factors 
influencing early entry into it, one must know something of the peculiar 
geographical location of the park. 


Sitting as it does astride the ‘‘Roof of the Continent,’’ it is the one area 
in the United States that truly represents the dividing point between three 
major drainages—the Pacific Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, and Hudson Bay. 
The early explorations into this part of the country also followed these same 
drainages, up the Mississippi-Missouri from American and French territories; 
up the Saskatchewan from British territory; and up the Columbia from Brit- 
ish-American areas. As a result, the early ownership of the area now included 
in Glacier National Park was broken up into three divisions: that portion west 
of the Continental Divide, draining westward into the Columbia River; that 
east of the Divide, including the St. Mary, Belly River, and Waterton drain- 
ages, emptying into the Saskatchewan and Hudson Bay; and the remainder 
of the area, that laying south of St. Mary and east of the Divide, emptying 
into the the Missouri-Mississippi drainage. 


TERRITORIAL CLAIMS AND OWNERSHIP 


The history of territorial ownership in early North America was one of 
claims and counter-claims, treaties and disputes, until such time as the claim- 
ants of some particular area could get together and agree upon definite bound- 
aries and ownership. Such was the early history of Glacier National Park. In 
one respect the story was more complicated than most other disputed terri- 
tories in the United States because it centered around the three major con- 
tinental drainages, all of which were in different hands and were reached by 
different routes of travel. In the days when travel and exploration naturally 
followed the major watercourses, this constituted three natural geographical 
regions, each with its own peculiar political problems. 


Hudson’s Bay Company 


The first records we have of definite territorial claim to any part of 
what is now the park are found in the Hudson’s Bay Company Charter. “The 
charter of Hudson’s Bay Company gave it title to all the land drained by 
waters flowing into Hudson’s Bay and Hudson Strait. Thus, at a pen stroke 
by the dissolute Charles II, in 1670 the story of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
is first distantly linked to the history of Glacier, for the northern streams of 
the Park flow into Hudson’s Bay and are hence within the area granted to 
the company.”’ 2 


‘“This company was formed for the purpose of exporting to England furs 
and skins from British North America. The charter describes the company as 
‘the governor and adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay,’ and 
consisted of Prince Rupert and seventeen noblemen. It invested complete lord- 
ship, including executive, legislative, and judicial powers, as well as exclus- 
ive trading rights. Its territory was defined as all lands watered by streams 
flowing into Hudson’s Bay. Thus by royal decree the territory northeast of 
Triple Divide Peak became the southwestern corner of the grant.’’ 3 


LaSalle 


The next claim to any part of the park area was in 1682, when LaSalle made 
his famous exploration down the Mississippi River. ‘‘ At this time he laid claim 
in the name of Franee, to all the waters drained by the Mississippi River, not 
realizing at the time the vast territory that he was claiming.’’ 4 


This area comprises the part of the park lying east of the Continental 
Divide and south of Hudson Bay Divide. 


Spanish Ownership 


This portion of the park, claimed by LaSalle, remained in French hands 
until the Missouri-Mississippi territory was turned over to the Spanish, fol- 
lowing the treaty of 1763 which ended the French and Indian War. This con- 
stitutes the second ownership of the southeastern corner of the park. However, 
this ownership did not remain long, for the land went back to France in 
1800 at the secret treaty of San Ildefonso. 


Louisiana Purchase 


France did not retain her title to this territory very long, for on April 30, 
1803, the Louisiana Purchase was consummated and the entire area west of 
the Mississippi and east of the Rocky Mountains, with the exception of the 
State of Texas and parts of Oklahoma, came into the possession of the United 
States. The area involved equaled approximately seven times the area of Great 
Britain and Ireland combined. The period of change, for this region, was by 
ho means over because the ownership was still to change hands several times 
within the claims of new territories and states of the United States. 


Louisiana Territory 


The year following the Louisiana Purchase the area was divided into 
two parts, that lying south of the 38rd parallel being called the ‘‘Territory of 
Orleans,’’ and that north of the parallel became little more than a geograph- 
ical expression, known as the ‘‘ District of Louisiana.’’ This northern portion 
had no direct government, as such, until 1805 when it was raised to the rank 
of ‘‘territory,’’ and was known as ‘‘Louisiana Territory,’’ with its capitol 
at St. Louis. 


Territory of Missouri 


‘‘In the year of 1812, the name ‘Louisiana’ passed to the state that now 
bears the name and the ‘Territory of Louisiana’ became the ‘Territory of 
Missouri.’’ 5 The new Missouri. Territory included all the lands between the 
British possessions on the north and the 33rd parallel on the south, and from 
the Rocky Mountains on the west to the Mississippi River on the east. Thus 
the territory remained until pressure for state government, caused a break-up 
of the territory and the formation of the State of Missouri in 1821. The re- 
mainder of the territory north and west of the new state once again became 
unorganized Indian country and was without government until 1854. 


Territory of Nebraska 

By this time there was rapid settlement of the west and Congress was 
receiving increased pressure for the formation of new states and closer seats 
of government. Indians were becoming more and more careless about whose 
hair they helped themselves to, and troops and forts were requested. In 1854, 
this uncontrolled land was divided into two territories, Nebraska and Dakota, 
‘‘the former embracing all lands north of the 40th parallel up to the 49th 
parallel and from the Missouri River to the Rocky Mountains, including 
what is now eastern Montana. This it remained until 1861.’’ 6 


Dakota Territory 


‘On March 2, 1861, that part of the Nebraska Territory lying north of 
the 43rd parallel was made part of the Dakota Territory, thereby throwing 
the park area into still another political division. It was a vast territory, em- 
bracing all the area from the Red River to the Rockies, and from the Canad- 
ian Border to a line about the present boundary of South Dakota.’ 7 


Oregon Country 


Now, for the sake of unity, let us leave the eastern slopes of the Rocky 
Mountains and find out what was happening across the mountains to the west. 
The treaty of 1818 between the United States and Canada established the 
International Boundary along the 49th parallel west to the summit of the 
Rocky Mountains. Until 1846, the so-called Oregon Country, embracing a 
vaguely defined area of the Pacific Northwest including what is now western 
Montana and the part of Glacier National Park west of the Continental Divide, 
was under the joint rule of the United States and Great Britain. In 1846, the 
division between United States and Canada was agreed upon at the 49th para- 
llel, placing the Oregon Country under sole United States ownership. Then 
on August 14, 1848, Congress created the Oregon Territory, which included 
all of the area between the Rocky Mountains and the western sea, and between 
the 49th and 42nd parallels. Thus it remained until 1853 when this area was 
sub-divided, forming two territories, Oregon and Washington, the latter in- 
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cluding the present states of Washington, northern Idaho, and most of 
western Montana. 


Idaho Territory 


Due to still further demand for closer government, Congress passed a 
bill on March 3, 1863, creating the ‘‘Idaho Territory.’’ Both Washington and 
Dakota gave land to form this new territory, which included all of what is 
now Idaho and Montana, and most of Wyoming. ‘‘The first name suggested 
for this new territory was ‘Montana,’ meaning ‘land of mountains,’ but this 
was objected to and the name ‘Idaho’ was substituted.’’ 8 


Montana Territory 


The new Idaho Territory was short-lived, though, because the finding of 
minerals caused a demand for still further government, and Congress was 
petitioned to form a new territory out of the eastern portion of Idaho. On 
May 26, 1864, Congress formed the Territory of Montana, much as it is found 
today, leaving the remainder to Idaho. There was an attempt to include only 
that portion of Montana lying east of the Rocky Mountains, but the people 
in the Bitterroot Valley objected and through the efforts of Sidney Edgerton, 
who later became the first governor of the Montana Territory, the western 
portion was also included. 


State of Montana 


‘“*On November 8, 1889, President Harrison signed the bill admitting the 
‘State of Montana’ to the Union.’’ 9% This brought to a close an interesting 
erazy-quilt pattern of ownership of this small patch of rocks and scenery 
in the northern Rocky Mountains. Only one more major change now remained, 
that of the setting aside of Glacier National Park. 


EARLY APPROACH TO THE AREA 
Pre-History 


“It is generally believed that the first human beings to reach North 
America came from Asia during the last great Ice Age, crossing the Bering 
Straits on the ice that covered it at that time. These people were probably 
nomadic tribes of Mongolian origin, looking for new lands over which to roam. 
It is also believed that these people first reached the plains country, where 
evidences are first found, by following down the eastern front of the Rocky 
Mountains, either over the ice or by way of an ice-free lane that existed at 
the same time that much of northern North America was covered by the last 
great ice sheet.’? 10 


By studying the ancient camp sites that have been found just south of 
the terminus of this last great glacier, archeologists can tell us much about 
the wanderings of these first citizens of this country. They also are able to 
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trace to some extent, the migration of these people from this area to other 
parts of the country. If this is true, and we have no reason to disbelieve it, 
we can assume that the area immediately east of Glacier National Park, and 
possibly even parts of the park, was visited by some of the first men to inhabit 
North America. It is doubtful tbat these early men went into the mountains, 
but they most certainly entered the foothills along the eastern front of the range 
as the vegetation and wild game followed the retreating ice sheet northward. 


An old Piegan chief tells an interesting Indian legend depicting the 
origin of the Old North Trail, an ancient Indian trail extending along the 
entire eastern front of the Rocky Mountains from northern Canada to Mexico. 
‘This old Indian, Brings-Down-The-Sun, stated that no one knew how long 
this trail had been used by the Indians, but that his father told him it had 
originated with the migration of a ‘great tribe’ of Indians from the distant 
north to the south, and all the tribes since that time had continued to use 
sections of it.’’ 


When we stop to consider this legend, we realize how closely it ties in 
with the archeologists’ findings, and it is not beyond the realm of possibility 
that this ‘‘great tribe’’ was the first migration of Mongolian peoples into the 
plains country of North America. Jf this is true, then Glacier National Park 
comes into still more prominence in the pre-history of the continent, for the 
remains of the Old North Trail can still be found in places, a very short dist- 
ance east of the present park boundary, in the vicinity of East Glacier Park. 


The present Blackfeet Indians that live on the reservation just east of 
the park, once controlled a vast area immediately east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains and were very jealous of any other tribe or white men entering this area. 
Unlike many of the other tribes of the west and the plains region, the Black- 
feet have no clear-cut record of migration or origin. The only clue that we 
nave to their probable origin is in their language, which is closely related te 
the Algonkian family language spoken only by the Indians of eastern North 
America. From this fact and certain legends, students of Indian culture have 
been led to belfeve that this once-great nation migrated from the east, probably 
through the Lake States, into southern Canada, and from there spread south- 
ward into Eastern Montana, driving tesser tribes before them as they went. 


‘‘Culturally, the Blackfeet’s closest kin are to the south, although he po- 
sesses many traits linking him with the Plateau area to the west and some 
linking him with the north. Linguistic and cultural comparisons, however, 
prove little as to origin of these people, tor any or all of these may have come 
to them by diffusion and so imply nothing whatever as to tribal movements.’’!? 


Today the remnants of this great warrior nation reside on four reserva- 
tions in southern Alberta and northern Montana, gradually losing the ways 
of their forefathers and taking on the dress, language, and ways of the 
white man. 


The Coming of the White Man 


The warlike Blackfeet Indians were a big factor in preventing the early 
trappers and traders from entering this area from the east. In addition, the 
great distances involved and the slow methods of transportation (mainly by 
canoe or other water craft) slowed the entry into eastern Montana and north- 
ern Wyoming. Yet, despite the hazards involved, the valuable furs to be 
found upon the upper reaches of the Missouri River brought adventuresome 
trappers and traders into the region early in the nineteenth century. They 
were quite successful in their efforts to push through the mountains south of 
the park, but attempts to penetrate into the country of the Blackfeet more 
often than not resulted in a ‘‘hair-raising’’ party, at which the Indians were 
more adept than the white man. 


La Verendrye 


It is believed that the first sighting of the Rocky Mountains was an 
outgrowth of an attempt by a party of French fur traders and adventurers un- 
der the leadership of Pierre Caultier de Varennes de la Verendrye, of Montreal, 
to reach the “‘western sea.’’ La Verendrye spent several years, accompanied by 
his sons, pushing a line of trading posts westward from the Great Lakes, mainly 
in southern Saskatchewan plains. The elder Verendrye finally had to aban- 
don his efforts and return to Montreal, but his two sons, Pierre and a younger 
brother, Francois de la Verendye, continued the effort. Finally, on their last 
trip westward, they made a great swing to the southwest and, on the first day 
of January, 1743, obtained their first sight of the eastern reaches of the Rocky 
Mountains, from a point believed to be in the southeastern part of the state 
of Montana. 


It was long believed that they actually saw the main range of the Rocky 
Mountains from a point about the site of the City of Helena, but the discovery 
of a lead plate, in 1913, by some high school: students on a bluff on the east 
bank of the Missouri River, opposite the City of Pierre, S. D., leads us to 
believe that they did not get as far as the ‘‘Gates of the Mountains.’’ They 
perhaps saw the Big Horn Mountains and may have crossed the southeastern 
part of the state. This lead plate, inscribed with their names and the date, was 
recorded in their journal, along with a description of the mountains which 
they saw. The fact that the mountains were probably covered with snow at this 
time of year led Pierre and Francois to refer to them as the “Shining 
Mountains. ”’ 


‘Some historians believe that Pierre and Francois did not come closer 
than one hundred miles to these mountains, but other accounts record that, 
upon sighting the mountains, they turned west and traveled for twelve days, 
reaching the foot of the mountains, ‘well wooded and very high.’ This could 
also have been the Wind River Range, in Wyoming. In any event, we do know 
that this was the first recorded sight of the Rocky Mountains from the east.’’ 13 
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Peter Fidler 


The next evidence of approach to the park area is found in the records of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, telling of a young surveyor, Peter Fidler, who 
was employed by them to map the area for their fur enterprises. In 1792 Peter 
Fidler left the Company’s Buckingham House, in Canada, to winter with the 
Piegans, just east of the Rocky Mountains. While there he compiled consider- 
able information about the mountains in the main range, which later appeared 
in the Arrowsmith maps of 1795. On these maps appeared ‘‘King Mountain,”’ 
now known as Chief Mountain, and the Belly River. From these records we 
know that Fidler was acquainted with the eastern slopes of the park and we 
may conjecture that he may even have set foot within what we now call 
Glacier National Park. If so; he was the first white man to have done so. 


Lewis and Clark 


The next recorded approach to this area is found in the journals of Lewis 
and Clark, who passed to the south of the park on their way through the moun- 
tains to the mouth of the Columbia River. ‘‘On their westward journey, in 
1805, Captain Meriwether Lewis ascended the Marias River some distance in 
order to determine which was the correct branch to follow, this or the Missouri 
proper. After ascertaining that this river followed too northerly a direction 
for their purposes, he returned to their camp at the forks of the rivers. Rec- 
ognizing it as a major drainage in the area and a possible future route of 


trade, he named it the ‘‘Maria’s River,’’ in honor of his cousin, Miss Maria 
Wood.’’ 14 


In July, 1806, upon their return from the coast, Captain Lewis and three 
men traveled upstream on the Marias River in an attempt to locate its source. 
On July 22, they reached a point where the course of the river turned south- 
westward, about twenty-five miles from the mountains. Here they remained 
for two days to make observations, but the weather was overcast and nasty, 
making astronomical observations impossible, and they were finally forced to 
the Missouri, after labeling this camp ‘‘Camp Disappointment.’’ From here 
Lewis was able to look into what we know to be Marias Pass, and if he had 
continued undoubtedly he would have been the first white man to set foot in 
the pass. He makes no mention of the pass in his journals, though, which 
indicates that he did not realize what he had observed. 


The location of Camp Disappointment is marked by a sandstone monu- 
ment just off highway number 2, about two miles west of the station of Meri- 
wether on the Great Northern Railroad near Cut Bank, Montana. 


Marias Pass 


Marias Pass, around the south end of the park, figures prominently in the 
early explorations of the area, along with Cut Bank (Pitamakan) Pass. It was 
due mainly to the search for easy passes through the mountains that much of 
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the later exploration was conducted. Marias Pass was one of the principal 
early passes through which the Indians from west of the mountains, mainly 
the Selish, (Flatheads) and Kootenais, came across the mountains to the 
butfalo hunting grounds in the country of the Blackfeet. Many early fur 
traders and prospectors also used this and other passes in the area, but, un- 
fortunately, because too few left any record of their passing we know little of 
who they were, where they went, or when they passed. Indian warfare and am- 
bushes eventually caused the western Indians to abandon general use of this 
pass forcing them to swing farther north to Cut Bank, Red Eagle, and other 
more difficult but safer routes of travel. Except for an occasional unrecorded 
crossing by trappers, miners, or others who left little record of their passing, 
Marias Pass did not again come into general use until its re-discovery in 1889 
by John L. Stevens of the Great Northern Railway. 


The first known use of Marias Pass by white men occurred in the year 
1810 when David Thompson reported in his journals that a band of 150 Flat- 
head Indians, accompanied by the white traders Finan McDonald, Michael 
Bourdeaux, and Baptiste Buch, crossed the mountains by a ‘‘wide defile of 
easy passage eastward of Selish (Flathead) Lake,’’'5 to hunt buffalo and make 
dried provisions. As this was an early Indian pass and the most easily trav: 
ersed, undoubtedly it was Marias Pass. Later accounts seem to bear this fact 
out, as does the decription of the trip and the following battle accounts. ‘‘ At 
a spot believed to be just below the old railroad siding of Skyland, on Bear 
Creek, the party was attacked by 170 Piegans (Blackfeet) and a furious 
battle ensued. The Flatheads were forewarned, however, and had time to con- 
solidate their positions, so that the Piegans were unable to inflict any damage 
and were finally driven off. Ambushes of this type were one of the reasons 
why this pass was not in general use at this time, and, although the Flatheads 
were quite jubilant over their decisive victory over the Piegans they did not 
again use this route for some time.’’ 16 


The defeat of the Piegans by the Flatheads in Marias Pass angered the 
Blackfeet nation against the white man, possibly because there were white 
men along, but more probably because the western Indians were friendly to 
the white man and blamed him for furnishing the Flatheads and Kootenais 
with arms and ammunition to make war upon them. The Blackfeet served 
- notice that any white-men found east of the mountains would be considered 
as enemies and treated as such. The Flatheads did not help this situation 
any by boasting of their victory at Marias Pass. 


In August of 1812, following an unsuccessful attempt at peace with the 
Piegans, the Flatheads went to their hunting grounds east of the mountains 
accompained this time by two free trappers, Michael Bourdeaux and Michael 
Kinville, both Frenchmen. On this trip they used the Cut Bank Pass, also one 
of their main routes of travel; but because the Piegans were guarding the 
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eastern approaches to the pass a terrific battle ensued. Many white men and 
Indians on both sides were killed and the Flatheads were forced to withdraw 
to do their hunting elsewhere. On Cut Bank Creek there is reported to be 
a great pile of stones covering the bones of a party of Flathead Indians who 
met defeat at the hands of the Piegans long ago, but no one knows where or 
when. Perhaps this is the site of the 1812 battle, and, if so, perhaps the bones 
of Bourdeaux, who fought so successfully against the Piegans in 1810, and 
of Kinvilfe, rest there too. 


Following the defeat of the Flatheads in Cut Bank Pass, the Piegans 
became even more warlike and set about relentlessly to wipe out any small 
bands of Indians that they could find. They set sentries at high points to 
watch over the eastern approaches to the passes, particularly Marias Pass, 
and every band that came through was ambushed and killed. Because of this, 
Marias Pass was, in effect, completely closed to all travel, necessitating still 
further use of the better protected passes farther north and south. This situ- 
ation explains to some extent the failure of later expeditions to locate the pass, 
either because of the hostility of the Blackfeet nation or because of the na- 
tural reluctance of the western Indian guides to take parties through it. Thus, 
we find the one easy route to the Flathead Valley from the east effectively 
blocked to travel for the next seventy-five years, until even the trail was over- 
grown with grass and blocked by fallen timber. Only the more adventuresome 
attempted this route, and few left any record of their passing. 


Hugh Monroe 


Hugh Monroe was one of the earliest, if not the earliest, white man to 
see much of the area contained in the eastern portion of what is now Glacier 
National Park. There are many stories and legends concerning him and his 
doings, and many different dates are given for his birth and other events 
concerning his life in this part of the country. 


Hugh Monroe was born in Quebee in 1798 (Canadian Archives), and came 
west at the age of sixteen to Fort Bow, on the Saskatchewan River, as an 
apprentice to the Hudson’s Bay Company. When he arrived at the fort he 
expressed a keen interest in the Indians and a desire to learn their language. 
The Factor at Fort Bow, sensing his value to the company, and wishing to 
learn more of the inroads of the American fur companies to the south, sent 
Hugh to live for one year with the Piegarts and learn their language. He was 
also told to scout for beaver trapping areas and to learn if there were any 
competing fur companies working in the Blaekfeet country. 


On the trip, which started in the fall of 1814, he was put under the care 
of Chief Lone Walker—who later was to become his father-in-law—of the 
Small Robes band of Piegans, and left with them for the south. Some historians 
state that it was while on this trip that Monroe first saw the St. Mary Lakes, 
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although others state that it was not until 1836 or even 1846. It is highly 
probable that, living as he did with the nomadic Piegans in the years to follow, 
he saw St. Mary Lakes long before 1836, and very likely in the years 1814 or 
1815. If so, he was undoubtedly the first white man to set foot upon their shores. 


Following his return from this first trip, he was sent again with them and 
this time apparently married his wife, Sinopah, daughter of Lone Walker. 
For the rest of his life he was to remain with the Blackfeet, a respected mem- 
ber of the tribe. Many descendants of Hugh still live on the plains of eastern 
Montana. 


After Monroe went to live permanently with the Indians, he continued 
to serve the Hudson’s Bay Company for some time, but later changed over 
to the employ of the American Fur Company. Still later, he left the American 
Fur Company to become a free trapper and trader, which status he held until 
his death. His friendly manner with the Indians made him an important faec- 
tor in keeping peace between the white men and many bands of Piegans. He 
was also of considerable help to Governor Isaae I. Stevens of Washington Ter- 
ritory on the latter’s survey trip of 1853, and is reported to have traveled 
extensively in the countries of the Flathead and Kootenai Indians. 


Hugh Monroe died in December, 1892, and was buried at the Holy Family 
Mission of the Two Medicine River. Although his age, as reported on the burial 
records, was 109 years, a mathematical calculation from the records of the 
Canadian Archives indicated that he could not have been over 94 years old 
when he died. 


The American Fur Companies 


Following the entrance of the Hudson’s Bay Company into the Blackfeet 
country, largely through the efforts of Hugh Monroe, there were many at- 
tempts by the American Fur Companies to establish trading posts at the 
headwaters of the Missouri River. A few free traders undoubtedly did meet with 
some success, but this area to the east of Glacier National Park was, for all 
practical purposes, a dead spot as far as the American companies were con- 
cerned. It was not until 1831 that Captain James Kipp was able to establish 
the first successful post on the mouth of the Marias River. This post, called 
Fort Piegan, was burned down the following year, but was rebuilt. that fall 
and the name changed to Fort McKenzie. This post was soon followed by 
others, and marked the beginning of the end. of the reign of the Blackfeet. 
Indian wars and strife followed, but the irresistible push of the fur traders, 
followed by the prospectors, could not be stopped. 


Smallpox Epidemics 


The dreaded disease, smallpox, was another decisive factor in breaking 
the strength of the Blackfeet Nation. ‘‘In the years of 1837 and 1838, this 
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disease ran rampant among the plains Indians of eastern Montana, and ad- 
jacent territories, brought into the country by one of the steamers on the 
Missouri, possibly the ‘St. Peter’ or the ‘Assiniboine.’ The epidemic appeared 
on the steamer on its way up river, and in passing one of the Mandan villages, 
an Indian is reported to have stolen a blanket from one of the sufferers. The 
disease immediately took hold in the village, and spread like wildfire, almost 
exterminating the tribe. From there it spread throughout the other tribes in 
the region, wiping them out like flies. 


The accounts from the Blackfeet country, regarding the spread of this 
disease, were almost unbelievable. According to reports the number of Indians 
that died on the plains from this epidemic was between 60,000 and 150,000 vic- 
tims. The wrath of the Indians toward the white man for bringing the disease 
into the country was understandable.’’ 17 


Robert Greenhow 


With the reports that began to filter back to the eastern states of these 
northern Rocky Mountains, with their furs and minerals, came a demand for 
more knowledge of the area. Fur companies and individuals wanted maps and 
reports of what conditions were like in this far-away land. As a result, maps 
were compiled from time to time, some from actual reconnaissance, some from 
the tales of early day adventurers, and some ‘‘just compiled.’’ One of the earliest 
maps and records of this area, after the Arrowsmith maps of 1795, was com- 
piled by Robert Greenhow, an adventurous explorer who mapped the region 
in 1840 for the benefit of the fur companies. His map, published in 1850, as 
part of his ‘‘Memoir Historical and Political of the Northwest Coast of North 
America,’’? was remarkably complete and accurate, and showed the territories 
occupied by the various Indian tribes, the lakes, streams, and trading posts. 
On almost the exact location of the present Marias Pass he marked ‘‘ Route 
across the mountains.’’ This is probably the earliest published record of this 
pass. Greenhow’s information most likely came from accounts of the Indians 
that had used it, but nevertheless was astonishingly accurate. 


Father DeSmet 


At the same time that Greenhow was doing his exploration, another man 
who had a tremendous influence on the Indians of that day, although he 
never recorded setting foot in what is now Glacier National Park, started out 
from St. Louis for the west. The Jesuit priest, Father Pierre DeSmet, left St. 
Louis in April, 1840, to begin his missionary work among the Indians of the 
Northwest. He met an advance party of Flatheads on the Jefferson River and 
went with them into their country, the Bitterroot Valley. He spent many years 
with the Flatheads and other tribes of western Montana, Idaho, and Washing- 
ton, and also worked some with the Blackfeet; his works were largely respon- 
sible for the acceptance of the white man by the western. Montana tribes. 
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DeSmet knew Hugh Monroe and evidently traveled with him to some extent. 
James Willard Schultz states in his writings that Monroe took DeSmet to St. 
Mary Lakes and that the priest erected a cross there and gave them their name. 
However, various historians who have studied Father DeSmet’s diaries and 
journals state that nowhere does he make mention of having entered what 
is now the park, nor does he make any mention of the St. Mary Lakes, which 
he most assuredly would have done had he seen and named them. 


Our principal interest in DeSmet’s work, though, concerns the influence 
that he had on the Indians, although when a question, of war arose, many of 
the young bloods were often more than ready for the warpath, and the peace- 
ful influence of the missionary was forgotten for the moment. Eventual settle- 
ment of the Indian’s trouble was aided immeasurably by the early missionary 
teachings, but the history of white man-Indian relationships throughout the 
west is blackened by deeds on both sides that often tended to nullify the best 
efforts of those who worked so constantly for a peaceable solution. 


HXPLORATION AND SURVEY 


The period from 1850 to 1900 might well be called the period of discovery 
of Glacier National Park. Although, as has been previously shown, a few 
persons did set foot in the park prior to 1850, most of the effort of that time 
was spent in establishing a solid line of approach to these mountains. Now, 
for the first time, organized parties actually began to enter the mountains 
and to explore them. The railroad surveys, boundary survey parties, the 
United States Army, and various others interested in the region for one 
reason or another, pushed farther and farther into the area, finding new routes 
across the mountains and new wonders to record in their journals. 


Boundary Surveys 


One of the earliest penetrations of the park area was by the international 
boundary survey parties. With the settlement of the boundary disputes be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, plans were made to survey and 
mark the boundary dividing the two countries along the 49th parallel. In 1861 
a survey party of the Northwest Boundary Commission, led by Archibald 
Campbell, and a corresponding British party, reached the Continental Divide 
and established a station on the northern end of the park, completing the first 
survey of the 49th parallel from the Pacific Ocean to the summit of the 
Rocky Mountains. 


In March, 1872, President Grant signed the bill authorizing the remainder 
of the survey between the Lake of the Woods, Minnesota, and the summit of 
the Rocky Mountains, completing the boundary survey between the United 
States and Canada. In 1874, a survey party of the Northwest Boundary Com- 
mission completed the boundary survey from the east to the Continental Di- 
vide, connecting with the survey of 1861. The survey crew from Poplar River 
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to the Divide was under the leadership of Captain Ames of the Sixth Infantry, 
who was accompanied by Dr. Elliott Cones and George Dawson, both of whom 
made botanical collections in the regions through which they passed. They 
eamped on Waterton Lake for some time, and mapped the peaks and drain- 
ages in the area, but due to an error in the cartography of the Pacific Rail- 
road Survey, they called the Waterton Lake, ‘‘Chief Mountain Lake,’’ a name 
which correctly belonged to the Lower St. Mary Lake. 


Baker Massacre 


Just prior to the survey of the second section of the international bound- 
avy, there cecurred a series of incidents that effectively put an end to the Indian 
troubles east of the mountains and paved the way for a steadily increasing 
number of exploration parties in the area. Malcolm Clark was one of the early 
Factors for the fur companies on the Missouri, who later located near Helena 
and kept a stage station on Prickly Pear Creek. In 1869, some Piegans arrived 
at the station and asked for Clark. When he appeared at the door, they shot 
him down and wounded his wife and one son. With the murder of Major 
Clark, friction arose between the whites and the Piegans, resulting in the so- 
called ‘‘Piegan War’’ which culminated in the Baker Massacre of 1870. There 
had been much friction and hard feeling, as well as bloodshed between the 
two factions for some time. Major Clark’s murder, on the one hand, and the 
cold-blooded killing of Mountain Chief’s brother and a young Blood Indian in 
the streets of Fort Benton, on the other hand, led to open warfare with the 
Piegans. 


On January 19, 1870, following numerous Indian raids and agitation for 
action by Clark’s two sons, Horace and Nathan, a column of cavalry and in- 
fantry under Brevet Colonel Eugene M. Baker, accompanied by the two Clark 
boys, left Fort Shaw to find Mountain Chief and his band of some fifteen 
hundred Blackfeet and settle this trouble once and for all. On the night of 
January 23, they came upon an Indian village in the dark and surrounded it, 
presumably thinking it was the camp of Mountain Chief, who was camped 
farther down the river. The camp was, in reality, a smallpox camp headed by 
Heavy Runner, an Indian who had been unswervedly friendly to the whites. 
Heavy Runner went out to meet the men and was shot down. The troops then 
descended upon the camp and massacred nearly everyone in it, which resulted, 
from official records, in 173 dead and 20 wounded, nearly all of whom were 
women an children or men too ill to defend themselves. Some reports state that 
Baker was informed when the shooting started that this was the wrong camp. 
Whether it be true or not, the fact remains that it was one of the blackest 
deeds perpetrated upon the Indians by the white men of this region. 


The Baker Massacre, horrible though it was, marked the end of organized 
[Indian uprising and opened the way for a period of safer access to the area 
now included in the park. This incident in a way, may be referred to as the 
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instrument that opened the way for the mining and oil exploration period on 
the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains and that also gave free access to 
exploration of the area. Previous to this time, any explorers or other persons 
entering the Blackfeet Country were forced to keep their horses saddled and 
their powder dry. Any wandering bands of Blackfeet were eyed with suspicion 
and given a wide berth, if possible, for one did not know if they were friendly 
or not and chances were, they were not. 


Woodruff and Van Orsdale 


In the year 1873, Lt. Charles A. Woodruff and Lt. John T. Van Orsdale 
were ordered out from Fort Shaw with a small party of troops to make a re- 
connaissance to Fort Colville, in Washington Territory. On this trip, they 
followed Lewis and Clark’s route on the way over, but on their return trip 
they decided to cross the mountains farther north. They followed up the 
Clark’s Fork of the Columbia, passed near Flathead Lake, and thence up 
the Flathead River to the mouth of what is now Nyack Creek, presumably 
erossing by way of Cut Bank (Pitamakin) Pass. 

The official files of the War Department record a report of Lt. Woodruff’s 
of a trip by him and Lt. Van Orsdale into the Nyack Valley in 1863 and discoy- 
ery of the glacier that was later located by Raphael Pumpelly and named for 
him (1873). Lt. Woodruff graduated from West Point in 1871, joined the 7th 
Cavalry, was wounded in the Battle of the Big Hole (1876) and promoted to 
Captain for his bravery there. He was also one of the first men to reach Custer’s 
command after the massacre. 18 


John Kennedy 


‘‘TIn 1874 one John Kennedy, for whom Kennedy Creek is named, built a 
trading post at the junction of what is now Kennedy Creek and the St. Mary 
River, and did a good business for several years, after which he abandoned it 
and moved to the Sweetgrass Hills and later to Fort Benton and Great Falls.’’ 19 
This trading post is thought to be the first of its kind in the immediate vicin- 
ity of the park. 


Dunean McDonald 


In about the year 1878, Duncan McDonald, half-breed son of Angus Me- 
Donald, visitel Lake McDonald, then known as Terry Lake. Duncan, who 
had the job of freighting a large amount of supplies to Canada, had intended 
to go up the North Fork of theFlathead, probably over the old Graves Creek 
Trail route but, upon finding the route blocked by a band of unfriendly 
Indians, he swung eastward, traveling the adjacent parallel valley, or Me- 
Donald. At the close of the day, accompanied by his companions, a group of 
Selish Indians, he came upon this lake and camped there overnight. While in 
camp he carved his name upon the bark of a birch tree. The next day he 
continued his journey, reaching Canada safely. 
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The tree bearing his name re- 
mained for many years near the pres- 
ent village of Apgar. People who saw 
the name on the tree gradually began 
to call the lake ‘‘McDonald’s Lake,’’ 
and as such the name became fixed. 


Just previous to this, in the same 
year, a famous Canadian Statesman, 
Sir John McDonald (no relation) is 
reported to have blazed a trail from 
the Canadian boundary to Terry 
Lake. 


A few years prior to his discovery 
of Lake McDonald, Duncan was in 
charge of the Hudson’s Bay Trad- 
ing Post south of Flathead Lake. In 
1874 he made his first trip through 
Marias Pass, in company with sever- 
al Pend Oreille Indians. They travel- 
ed on snowshoes and chose this as 
the shortest route for McDonald from 
their camp on the Marias to his post | 
on the Flathead. At the summit the | DUNCAN McDONALD 
Indians turned back, leaving MceDon- 
ald and his Indian guide to continue alone. This trip showed that the pass 
could still be used and that it was still known and possibly used by the In- 
dians at times. Later McDonald was to cross this pass several times, but, lke 
so many before him, he left no record of his passing and several years were 
yet to come before the pass was located and put into general use by the Great 
Northern Railroad. 


George Bird Grinnell 


The year 1885 seems to have started a steady stream of explorers, hunters, 
miners, and the like into the mountains of Glacier. It was in that year that 
George Bird Grinnell, popularly known as the father of the movement to estab- 
lish Glacier National Park, first came to the area. Inspired by articles written 
by James Willard Schultz for ‘‘Forest and Stream,’’ a popular outdoor maga- 
zine of which he was editor, Grinnell made his first trip to the area. From 
Helena where he arrived via the Northern Pacific Railroad, he took the stage 
to Fort Benton, and a wagon from there to the Blackfeet Agency at Badger 
Creek. From there he and Schultz traveled by saddle horse and duffel wagon 
to the St. Mary Lakes, presumably along the Old North Trail. Here the men 
hunted and explored for some time, but did not get any farther than the 
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Upper St. Mary Lake. Grinnell left that fall with the vow to come again 
and see more of the region. 


Grinnell returned to the area in 1887, this time traveling up the Swift- 
eurrent valley to what is now known as Swiftcurrent Lake. While encamped 
in this valley, he discovered the glaciers at the heads of Swiftcurrent and 
Grinnell Valleys. Accompanied by Lt. Beacon and James Willard Schultz, 
he climbed to the glacier that now bears his name to explore and photograph 
it. There is some difference of opinion regarding the person that named the 
glacier after Grinnell, both Schultz and Beacon claiming the honors, but 
Beacon’s diary and correspondence between himself and Grinnell seem to 
throw the honors toward Beacon. 


Grinnell returned annually to the area for many years and recorded the 
abundance of game animals that were to be found there. Many of the names 
of features on the eastern slopes of the park were given as the result of 
some incident or person involved in the big game hunts in the vicinity. 


Being interested in the natives of the western plains, Grinnell studied 
the Blackfeet Indians and became an authority on them. He was adopted 
as a member of the tribe, and was given the name of Pinut-u-ye-is-tism-o-kan 
(the Fisher Cap). At the petition of these people, he was appointed to ne- 
gotiate with them concerning the governmental acquisition of the area east 
of the Continental Divide. This region was purchased in 1891 and was thrown 
open to prospectors. However, as soon as the mining excitement subsided, 
Grinnell pointed out the prudence of setting aside this mountainous country 
as a national preserve. An article by him, ‘‘The Crown of the Continent’’ 
published in ‘‘Century Magazine’’ in 1901 became a milestone on the way to 
the establishment of the park. After nineteen years of endeavor, the act estab- 
lishing Glacier National Park was passed by Congress in 1910, and the park 
became a reality. It will always be regarded as symbolic of the resourcefulness, 
foresight and untiring effort of this man. To George Bird Grinnell the people 
of Montana and the entire nation owe a debt of gratitude. 


Lt. Robertson 


‘In the summer of 1886, Lt. S. R. Robertson made a reconnaissance trip 
from Fort Assiniboine, on the Milk River, to the St. Mary area, traveling as 
far as the head of Lower St. Mary Lake.’’ 2 On this trip he mapped the area 
along the eastern face of the mountains, showing many of the peaks and 
rivers with the names that they carry to this day. 


Lt. Ahern 


In August of 1890, Lt. George P. Ahern, then stationed at Fort Shaw on 
the Sun River, was ordered to take a detachment of soldiers and explore the 
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mountains north of Marias Pass. The party consisted of Ahern, a detachment 
of Negro soldiers from the 25th Infantry, Professor G. E. Culver of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, two mountaineers, packer and guide respectively, two 
prospectors, and two Indian guides and the pack train. The party left Fort 
Shaw on August 5, crossed the prairies, and finally reached the foot of the 
mountains near Cut Bank Creek. From there they went north to the Inter- 
national Boundary, thence up the Belly River to the pass that was later 
named for Lt. Ahern. 


Upon reaching this pass the entire party worked for two days making 
a trail from the foot of the talus slope to the summit, completing the first 
of two known successful trips with pack stock over Ahern Pass. (The second 
trip was by R. H. Sargent of the U. S. Geological Survey, in 1913). Because 
the western slope of the pass was heavily timbered they had difficulty cutting 
their way through. They were not helped by the fact that most of the trip 
was accomplished in pouring rain. 


Upon reaching McDonald Creek they turned up the creek for some dis- 
tance, then crossed over into the Camas Creek Valley, probably in the vicin- 
ity of the present Heaven’s Peak Lookout Trail. From there they traveled 
down Camas Creek (which he calls Mud Creek on his map) to the valley of 
the North Fork of the Flathead River, where they swung back toward Lake 
McDonald, presumably about the route of the present North Fork Truck 
Trail, and proceeded down the Flathead River to the Flathead Valley. 


Side trips were made on this journey up the Cut Bank Creek to the summit, 
up the Swiftcurrent Valley or St. Mary Valley—the records are not clear on 
this—to the summit, and over the Continental Divide from McDonald Creek 
into the headwaters of the Waterton Valley. The complaints of present day 
“‘dude’’ parties about trail conditions seem silly in the face of the difficulties 
faced by these men who had to cut a route through a virgin forest and in 
many instances to build a trail in order to get their stock through. To ap- 
preciate this fully, one would have to attempt taking loaded pack stock cross- 
country from Ahern Pass to Camas Creek today—a feat that modern packers 
would term practically impossible. 


Henry L. Stimson 


As a young man Henry L. Stimson, who was later to become the Secretary 
of War, and one of the nation’s important personages, made several trips 
into what is now Glacier National Park on hunting and exploration expeditions. 
In 1891 he was a member of the party that discovered the mountain that was 
later to bear his name. Also, in 1892 he and Dr. Walter B. James of New York, 
accompanied by an Indian guide named ‘‘Indian Billy,’’ ascended the east 
face of Chief Mountain. Upon reaching the summit they found the remains 
of an old bison skull, practically all decayed except for the frontal bone and 
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the horn stubs, securely anchored on the highest point and protected from 
the wind by rocks. ; 


The Piegan Indians tell of one of their young men who, while on a hunt- 
ing party bragged that he could climb this peak. He started up from the west 
side, and when last seen by his friends was still climbing. He was never seen 
again, and the Blackfeet thereafter avoided very close contact with the mountain. 


CHIEF MOUNTAIN 


The Flathead Indians tell of one of their braves who, when it came time 
to take his warrior’s sleep and make himself ready for his ‘‘medicine vision,’’ 
went across the mountains taking a sacred bison skull for a pulow. There he 
climbed to the top of the large mountain overlooking the plains and stayed 
for days, fasting and praying until he had received his vision that was to 
govern his later life. Then he returned, leaving the skull on the mountain top. 
Could not this be the true explanation of the skull found by Stimson on Chief 
Mountain? For how else could the skull have been carried there when no 
white man had previously set foot on this peak and most certainly no bull 
bison had climbed it? And we must marvel at the spirit and courage that mo- 
tivated this brave to ascend this peak and stay there when we know of the 
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awe with which these primitive people regarded these high, silent, and even 
more savage peaks. 


Early Settlement of Western Slopes 


We now drop back a few years to start at the beginning of the white 
man’s entry into the western side of the park. Even though the Indians were 
more friendly on the west, there seemed to be little incentive for the white 
man to enter the western valleys that led toward the summit of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. Occasionally a party passed through the area on its way across the moun- 
tains, but few made any extensive stay in the area. 


Lt. A. W. Tinkham led an exploration party for Governor Stevens up the 
Nyack Valley and over the Cut Bank Pass in 1853, and others crossed various 
passes from time to time, leaving little or no record. Lts. Ahern and Woodruff 
took parties through the area and Duncan McDonald most certainly spent 
some time in the Lake McDonald area on his expeditions through the mountain 
passes. But it was not until the coming of the Great Northern Railroad in 
1892 that people began to enter the region around Lake McDonald and settle 
there. From that time on, settlement of the region was rapid and exploration 
and development of the park area were carried on with enthusiasm. 
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Among the first to arrive in the Lake McDonald area was Milo B. Apgar, 
who reportedly came over Marias Pass with his belongings in a two-wheeled cart 
and settled at the foot of Lake McDonald on the spot that was later to bear 
his name, the present village of Apgar. With him came Charles Howe, for 
whom Howe Ridge is named. These two men homesteaded at the foot of the 
lake and very shortly were in the ‘‘dude’’ business. Apgar immediately began 
to build cabins on the site of the present Village Inn at the little village of 
Apgar and furnished overnight accommodations for the visitors who were 
to come through on their way up Lake McDonald and into the park. 


Charles Howe is reported to have been the first person to sight Avalanche 
Lake and Sperry Glacier from near the summit of Mt. Brown in August of 
1894. Upon spotting the lake, he retraced his steps and reached the lake by 
skirting the western and northern slopes of the mountain. Howe was so en- 
thusiastic about his find that he reported it to Dr. Sperry on his trip into the 
area the next year. It was from his description that Dr. Lyman B. Sperry, 
the ‘‘Gentleman Explorer,’’ came to explore the Avalanche Lake Basin and 
actually to reach and set foot upon Sperry Glacier. 


Dr. Lyman B. Sperry 


Dr. Sperry, a professor from the University of Minnesota, arrived in the 
park in 1895, about the time that Howe had discovered the best route to 
Avalanche Lake. Upon hearing about the lake and glacier, he became interested 
and organized a party to explore the area. ‘‘On the third of June, 1895, a 
party consisting of Professor J. Paul Goode, Messrs E. R. Shepard (photog- 
rapher), W. O. Jones, and W. A. Wittick, of Minnesota, and the writer (Dr. 
Sperry )—all under the guidance of Frank Geduhn, one of the early settlers 
at Lake MceDonald—penetrated the thick and tangled forests between Brown’s 
Peak and Goat Mountain (Mt. Brown and the present Mt. Cannon), entered 
the deep valley and camped on the lake shore. Our party carefully noted the 
most striking features of the locality, photographed its more conspicuous 
points, and because of the number of avalanches seen and heard during our 
stay, agreed that Avalanche Basin would be a most appropriate name for 
the place. 


‘‘Hinding that a single day in this remarkable place could give but a 
taste of its delights, some of our party determined to visit again as soon as 
practicable. During the latter part of July a passable saddle and pack trail 
was cut from the head of Lake McDonald to the foot of Avalanche Lake, and 
on the first day of August, accompanied by Professor L. W. Chaney of 
Carleton College, and Mr. A. Ll. Sperry of Owatonna, Minnesota, I, (Dr. 
Sperry) made a second visit to the region.’’ 


‘“We had expected to be the first to pass over the trail on horseback into 
this wild retreat, but Mr. J. H. Edward, of Kalispell, with his wife and 
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SPERRY PARTY AT AVALANCHE LAKE 


brother, reached the lake a few hours ahead of us, having followed immedi- 
ately upon the heels of the trail-makers. Mrs. Edwards, therefore, enjoys the 
distinction of being the first woman to visit Avalanche Basin.’’ 21 


According to Alfred L. Sperry, in his book, ‘‘Avalanche,’’ the party did 
continue on up the McDonald Valley and eventually reached the area now 
known as Granite Park and Ahern Pass. While there they climbed the Garden 
Wall and looked down upon Grinnell Glacier, and also walked out upon a 
glacier near Ahern Pass which they named for Dr. Chaney. 


It was not until the year 1896 that Dr. Sperry was able actually to set 
foot upon his glacier, reaching it the first time by the Avalanche Lake route, 
but later by way of Snyder and Sprague Creeks, much as it is reached today. 


It was at this time that the good Doctor also saw the possibilities of a 
trail to the glacier and mountainous region east of Lake McDonald. With this 
in mind, he conferred with James J. Hill, president of the Great Northern 
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Railroad, to work out a plan whereby he could bring college students into the 
area to build this trail. 


SPERRY PARTY ON SPERRY GLACIER 

By 1902 he had reached an agreement with the railroad whereby the Great 
Northern would furnish transportation to and from the park, tents, food and 
supplies, and Dr. Sperry would recruit students from the University of 
Minnesota to do the work, without wages, for the opportunity of spending a 
summer in the mountains. The summer of 1902 saw some 15 students hard 
at work on the project, and by the end of 1903 the trail was completed to the 
east side of Gunsight Pass, with a side trail to the headwall below Sperry 
Glacier. Dr. Sperry laid out the trail and supervised the job in general, but 
E. E. (Billy) Ellsworth acted as trail foreman, with J. E. (Eddie) Cruger 
and his stepfather, Danny Comeau, packing supplies to them from Lake Me- 
Donald. Although this trail was rebuilt in later years by the National Park 
Service, it is a monument to Dr. Sperry’s engineering ability that even today 
varies little from the original trail. 


With the coming of the railroad the-days of true exploration were prac- 
tically over, and few major areas remained where someone had not already 
set foot. The railroad and later the automobile roads brought explorers of 
another sort, those seeking benefits and experiences other than those achieved 
solely by being first in an area. To these people we are indebted for the support 
which they gave and which is still needed to maintain these primitive areas 
in their natural condition. 


THE COMING OF THE RAILROADS 


With the settlement of the western coast of North America and the or- 
ganization of local and territorial governments in the area, came an almost 
frantic rush by railroad companies to push their rails to the western sea and 
tap the growing amount of trade in the newly opened regions. The Union 
Pacific and others following the more southerly routes were soon traveling 
to the west coast but for one reason or another the territories farther north 
were unable to obtain this mode of transportation for some time. 


Much of the early history of Glacier National Park centers around the 
search for easy railroad passes through these northern mountains and par- 
ticularly for the elusive ‘‘route through the mountains’’ which we know now 
as Marias Pass. For over thirty-five years various persons in an official capacity 
searched for this pass, while at the same time other people—trappers, traders, 
and prospectors—were aware of the pass and often using it without the know- 
ledge of the former. 


Stevens Expedition — 1853-54 


When the Washington Territory was formed in 1853 and Isaae I. Stevens 
Was appointed governor of this new territory, the first job assigned to him 
was to make a survey of possible railroad routes into the northwest, along 
the northern border of the country. He immediately formed his party for 
the survey and set out for the west, arriving at Fort Benton, on the upper 
reaches of the Missouri in the late summer of 1853. 


Because of the lack of guides at Fort Benton who were acquainted with 
the mountains to the north, and also because of their reluctance to venture 
into the Blackfeet Country with such a party, Stevens’ men were forced to 
use Indian, guides or the few white men who knew the plains country east of 
the mountains. Among those hired for this work was Hugh Monroe, who 
acted both as guide and interpreter for A. W. Tinkham, one of the party’s 
chiefs of survey. Tinkham’s party scouted north from Fort Benton toward 
the Canadian line but was not successful in locating any pass through the 
mountains. Why his guides did not lead him to Marias Pass will probably 
never be known, for surely Monroe at least knew of its existence. But here again 
the warlike attitude of the Blackfeet entered into the picture. It is reported 
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that throughout the entire trip Monroe seemed uneasy and was constantly 
on the lookout for war parties. Despite the fact that he lived with them and 
married into the tribe, he seemed to be aware of the danger surrounding a 
lone party of white men invading Blackfeet territory. Possibly that is one 
of the reasons why the party did not locate the pass from the east. 


While at Fort Benton, Governor Stevens was told of the existence of an 
easy pass between the Blackfeet country and the land of the Flatheads by 
one of the friendly Blackfeet chieftains, Little Dog. This fired Stevens to 
continue the search for the pass but, as winter was fast approaching, he was 
forced to continue to his winter camp that was being established by Lt. 
Saxton in the Bitterroot Valley. 


Upon reaching his winter camp in the early fall of 1853, Stevens found 
that the winters were not so severe as he had been led to believe, so he de- 
cided to send Tinkham up from the west side of the mountains to look again 
for this lost pass. Tinkham requested Monroe and another white guide, 
Dauphin, to accompany him, but they refused. Perhaps it was because of the 
rumors of several bands of Blackfeet raiding on both sides of the mountains 
that they would not venture into the area, but returned to Fort Benton by 
a southern route. 


Tinkham was not to be deterred by the refusal of the guides nor by the 
reports of war parties; he secured the services of a lone Flathead guide and 
set out, traveling up the Flathead Lake and the Middle Fork of the Flathead 
River to what is now known as Nyack Creek. Here the guide, for reasons 
known only to himself, turned off up Nyack Creek and led the party over 
Cut Bank (Pitamakin) Pass. Possibly, at this time, the lower route over the 
Marias was impassable for horses because of lack of use, or maybe he was a 
little afraid of the Blackfeet raiding parties east of the pass. At any rate it 
was not until October 19 in bitter cold and flying snow that they reached the 
vicinity of Cut Bank Pass, having covered over two hundred miles in twelve 
days, the last eight miles of which took seven days. On the following day, they 
crossed the pass and proceeded down toward Fort Benton. From there Tink- 
ham traveled back to the winter camp and reported to Stevens that the pass 
was impractical for locating a railroad. His is the first accurately recorded 
journal of a trip through what is now the park. 


When Governor Stevens returned from his expedition in the spring of 
1854, he evidently felt that Tinkham’s findings were not complete or that 
the pass mentioned by Little Dog was still undiscovered, so he left another of 
his leutenants, James R. Doty, at Fort Benton to continue the search. Doty 
and his party immediately set out for the eastern front of the range, from 
there then turned north along the immediate foothills toward the Canadian 
boundary, following the Old North Trail as far as Bow (St. Mary) and Chief 
Mountain (Lower St. Mary) Lakes. Upon his return he turned west and 
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followed the upper Marias River (Now the South Fork of the Two Medicine) 
almost to its source. There he is reported to have climbed a hill where he could 
look into a low pass through the mountains (Marias). As he was under orders 
to be back to Fort Benton by June, he did not go any farther. Upon, his return 
to Fort Benton, maps were made of the trip showing the pass, and plans were 
laid to return and continue the survey. Unfortunately, however, these plans 
were cancelled by Jefferson Davis, then Secretary of War, who felt that enough 
money had been wasted in this very long-drawn-out search for a mythical 
pass through the mountains. Doty was very disappointed at this turn of 
events. Had he been allowed to continue the survey, the history of the area 
might again have taken a vastly different turn. By such minor events is the 
history of our country often governed. 


Blackfeet Treaty 


In October 1855, after many conferences with different Indian tribes of 
the northwest, Governor Isaac Stevens held a great council at the mouth of 
the Judith River and established the Blackfeet Reservation. This treaty in- 
cluded many tribes both east and west of tha Rocky Mountains. The purpose 
of this and the other treaties signed with the other tribes was to promote 
peace and establish common hunting grounds among the tribes. The Blackfeet 
Treaty, which established a hunting ground on the Blackfeet Territory for 
eastern Indians but prevented the Indians west of the mountains from using 
the passes in or near what is now the park, really touched off the fireworks. 
The treaty was immediately condemned by the western Indians and was never 
kept by them. The result was a period of almost continual strife and warfare 
between the tribes between 1855 and 1870. 


The prime significance of this treaty is the fact that it stopped, for the 
next fifteen years, further attempts to enter the part of the Rocky Mountains 
now occupied by the park until after the quieting of Indian troubles following 
the Baker Massacre. 


Palliser Expedition 


About this same time the British Government north of the Canadian Bound- 
ary was also becoming interested in the possibility of rail routes across the 
mountains. In the year 1857 they sent John W. Palliser with an expedition 
to explore the western part of Canada and to look for possible railroad passes 
through the mountains. The southern division of this party under the com- 
mand of Lt. T. W. Blakiston was directed to operate along the boundary. 
In the year 1858 it entered the area now encompassed by Waterton Laks 
National Park, immediately north of Glacier National Park. There they camped 
on Waterton Lakes and so named them for Charles Waterton, an eminent 
naturalist. Members of this party may have been the first white people to 
see these lakes or at least to leave any record of having been there. 
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From the Waterton Valley the party crossed the Continental Divide by 
one of the passes north of the boundary, possibly South Kootenai Pass, and 
continued westward to the Tobacco Plains Country, near the present site of 
Eureka, Montana. This trail, used extensively in later years by both Indians 
and white men, extended from the Old North Trail near the foot of Waterton 
Lake over the South Kootenai Pass, across the northwestern corner of the 
park, thence over the Whitefish Divide by way of Yak-in-i-kak and Graves 
Creeks, to the Tobacco Plains country. From there trails continued to Fort 
Colville and Walla Walla in the Washington Territory. In the early days 
this was one of the main routes between the ‘eastern Washington region and the 
plains of southern Alberta. 


The survey maps of both Doty and Blakiston were very complete and 
surprisingly accurate when compared with modern maps. Much of Doty’s 
route can be retraced from his narrative description of the geographic feat- 
ures he encountered. Blakiston’s map showed for the first time many of the 
old Indian trails across the mountains, as well as the streams, peaks and rivers 
in considerable detail. These maps and reports were to furnish the basis for 
further and more detailed exploration in the following years. 


Old North Trail 


An interesting sidelight to the study of this area is the existence of the 
different trails that reached from one place to another. Without the aid of 
the well-traveled Indian trails much of the exploration of this area would 
have been impossible or at least much more difficult. From time to time men- 
tion is made of trails through the mountains. The longest and most heavily 
used of them all was the ‘‘Old North Trail.’’ This was one of the longest, if 
not the longest, continuous trail in the west. Blackfeet Indian legends tell of a 
group of Blackfeet that once decided to visit the people in the south and 
started out along the trail, traveling for twelve months, until they reached the 
eountry of the ‘‘people with dark skins and hair falling over their face’’ 
(Mexico). They were gone, in all, four years on this trip. 


This Old North Trail, into which all of the east-west trails led, evidently 
extended from Mexico, or near there, north to the vicinity of the present city 
of Calgary. along the eastern face of the Rocky Mountains. At Calgary it 
branched. one trail continuing along the mountains and the other leading 
northeast into the Barren Lands as far as people lived. Evidences of this trail 
eould be found until recent years, and probably might still be located if searched 
for diligently. And it was this network of trails throughout the nation that 
led the early explorers into these areas, crossing and re-crossing, much as our 


highways and railroads do now. 
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Hamilton and McKay 


In 1858, Governor Stevens was concerned about the Indian trouble that 
resulted from the Judith Basin Treaty of 1855. Because no further recon- 
naissance could be made into the area until this was quelled, he sent two men, 
William T. Hamilton and Alex McKay, disguised as trappers and traders, 
into the Blackfeet country to learn the attitude of the Blackfeet toward the 
trouble. The two men managed to reach the camp of Little Dog, who was still 
friendly toward the white men, although his people were not. From there 
they went on and, upon reaching the second camp of Indians, found a very 
unfriendly welcome awaiting them. In attempting to leave this camp, a fuss 
was stirred up, a few of the Indians were killed, and Hamilton and McKay 
left as fast as they could go. 


When they reached the vicinity of St. Mary Lake, they fell in with a 
band of Kootenai Indians from west of the mountains. As soon as the whites 
arrived, the Kootenais, knowing full well what was to happen, broke camp and 
retreated as rapidly as possible toward Red Eagle Pass and the safety of the 
western slopes of the mountains but were overtaken by the Blackfeet just 
below the main pass where a furious battle resulted. The Blackfeet were re- 
pulsed with heavy losses. Undoubtedly Hamilton and McKay had plenty to 
report to Stevens upon their return. 


Fort Benton and Kootenai Wagon Road 


Despite later search for the pass, the existence of Marias Pass was known 
by this time from the reports of traders and others, as well as from the maps 
and reports of Doty. As further concrete evidence of this, ‘‘the first legisla- 
tive assembly of the newly created territory of Montana convened at Bannock, 
the territorial capital on December 12, 1864. Here they passed an act to in- 
corporate the ‘Fort Benton and Kootenai Road Company,’ empowering the 
company to build a wagon road from Fort Benton through Marias Pass, to 
intersect with the ‘Hell Gate and Kootenai Wagon Road, about thirty miles 
above the head of Flathead Lake (probably in the vicinity of Columbia Falls 
or Whitefish). The road was to be paid for by a levy of toll charges for the 
different amounts and types of traffic that used the road. The act was signed 
by the first territorial governor, Sydney Edgerton, on February 2, 1865, but 
Indian trouble, including a massacre on the Marias River, broke up the plans 
for the road and it was abandoned before it was started. 


Provisions of the act empowered the company to erect a toll gate at 
Marias Pass and collect: tolls as follows: For each wagon, four horses or more, 
$8.00; for each wagon drawn by less than four animals, $5.00; for pack ani- 
mals and horsemen, $1.00 each; for loose animals, mules, etc., fifty cents. The 
act further provided that the road be built within two years, and after com- 
pletion, be kept in good repair for travel.’’ 22 | 


30 


Northern Transcontinental Railway Survey 


‘‘In the year 1881 one Henry Villard, backed by the Northern Pacific 
Railroad and the Oregon Railway and Navigation Company organized what 
he called the Northern Transcontinental Railway Survey, to make a complete 
survey of the northwestern country, with the view of development by these 
railroads and others. To head this survey, he called upon the eminent geologist 
Raphael Pumpelly. As a crew to carry out this survey, he selected the following 
men, most of whom were then or later, big names in their respective fields: 


A. D. Wilson, topographer F. A. Gooch, chemist 

Bailey Willis, geologist Prof. Charles Sargent, forester 
Boyard Putnam, geologist Prof. E. W. Hilgard, soils 

J. E. Wolff, geologist W. B. Canby, plants and range con- 
George Eldridge, geologist ditions 


Waldeman Lindgren, geologist 


W. R. Logan was hired as head packer. This survey carried on through 
1882 and 1883, resulting in Mr. Pumpelly’s crossing of Cut Bank Pass in 
1883.’’ 28 


In the spring of 1882, Professor Pumpelly and his crew headed west and 
started their survey. In the early summer the professor and his party, in- 
cluding W. A. Stiles, a newspaper man, and Major Logan, who later was to 
become the first Superintendent of Glacier National Park, attempted to cross 
Cut Bank (Pitamakin) pass from the east, but upon reaching the pass were 
turned back by the tremendous snow banks still remaining from the previous 
winter’s snowfall. Upon their return they continued their survey and reached 
the western side of the Rocky Mountains in 1883. Again the party attempted 
the pass, this time in August, from the western side, and were successful. 


On this latter attempt they traveled cross-country from the Bitterroot Valley, 
up the Flathead River to Lake McDonald, where they struck an old Indian 
trail leading over the pass. On this trip they located what was later named 
Pumpelly Glacier from a place called Mud (Nyack) Creek. It was also on this 
trip that they climbed Mt. Stimson. ‘‘Professor Canby’s diary records visits 
to ‘Van Orsdale’s Flume and ‘Woodruff’s Falls’ on Nyack Creek, near Mt. 
Stimson, while Pumpelly and others were climbing to the glacier. This record 
verifies Woodruff’s and Van Orsdale’s prior discovery (1873) of the glacier. 
This pass was called ‘Marias’ Pass in newspaper accounts of the day.’’ 24 


Great Northern Railway 


Up to this time the interest of the railroads in the area was confined to 
searching for passes and surveying possible routes. Roads farther south were 
rapidly pushing their rails westward, but so far there had been no sign of 
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rails reaching the area of Glacier National Park. In the year 1878 James J. 
Hill and several associates bought out a bankrupt ‘‘streak of rust’’ in Minne- 
sota, a land grant railroad known as ‘‘St. Paul and Pacific.’’ The new man- 
agement, which included George Stephens, president of the Bank of Montreal, 
and Donald A. Smith, chief commissioner of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
reorganized and renamed it the ‘‘St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Manitoba Rail- 
way Co.,’’ later renamed the ‘‘Great Northern Railway Co.’’ By 1883 Hill, as 
general manager, had started pushing the rails of this budding giant westward 
toward the Pacific Ocean. In the year 1887 the road reached Great Falls and 
Helena. Hill had hoped for a pass through the Rockies in the region near the 
Canadian border, but his locating engineers had failed to find the elusive 
passage known as Marias Pass. The lack of accurate maps of the pass prob- 
ably prevented him from building directly toward it in the first place, from 
Pacific Junction (just west of Havre). Hill employed a young engineer, John 
I’. Stevens (no relation to Governor Isaac Stevens) to locate this elusive pass 
and decide upon the feasibility of constructing the line through it, thereby 
reducing the rail distance between St. Paul and the coast, and at a much lower 
grade than in the Butte region of the Rocky Mountains. 


To John F. Stevens is often given the credit for ‘‘discovering’’ Marias 
Pass. Perhaps we should better say, he explored it for the Great Northern 
Railway. Since Finan McDonald crossed it in 1810, there were numerous 
white men and hundreds of Indians known to have crossed it at one time or 
another. Knowing this but not having an accurate map of it, is probably what 
led James J. Hill to send Stevens in search of the pass, with the establishment 
of the railroad in mind. From various reports it seems evident that Hill’s 
orders to Stevens were based upon reports by Major Marcus D. Baldwin. Baldwin 
stated that when he first arrived in the Flathead he had entered Marias Pass 
from the west, explored it thoroughly, and then he reported his findings to 
Mr. Hill. His report, perhaps coupled with the old maps of Doty and Robertson, 
undoubtedly were the deciding factors in sending Stevens to locate the pass 
and determine its feasibility as a railroad pass. In any event, in December of 
1889 Stevens accompanied by a Flathead Indian by the name of Coonsah, 
started out to locate the pass. It was bitterly cold and Coonsah finally played 
out and had to be left behind. Stevens proceeded alone in a blizzard and by 
evening had reached the pass and crossed it far enough to be certain that it 
was the true pass and that it was useable. It being too late to return that 
night to the camp where he had left Coonsah, he remained in the pass until 
morning, tramping back and forth in a runway beaten out of the snow to keep 
from freezing. The next morning, upon returning to the camp where he had left 
the Indian, he found that Coonsah had allowed the fire to go out and was 
almost frozen to death. After Stevens revived the Indian they returned to the 
Blackfeet Agency on Badger Creek from which they had started. A statue 
at Summit in Marias Pass commemorates Stevens’ exploration of this pass. 
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STATUE OF STEVENS AT MARIAS PASS 


The following spring, survey crews headed for the pass and the last lap 
in the construction of the Great Northern Railway to the coast was under way. 
A tote road was built through the mountains and construction camps were 
set up. The tote road itself was a major undertaking, and following the path 
of least resistance and steepness of grade was no obstacle. Many of the trees 
along the old road for many years showed the marks where ropes were 
snubbed around them to lower heavily loaded wagons down the grades. The 
Flathead River had to be forded in two places; this was a hazardous venture 
during high water. 


Following the survey and grading crews, which were now well on their 
way to the coast, the track-laying crews on the Great Northern started out from 
the town of Cut Bank on April 24, 1891. The summit of the Rocky Mountains 
at Marias Pass was reached on September 14 and Kalispell on the last day of 
the year, 1891. By April, 1892, the road had reached the western border of 
the state, and in 1893 the first transcontinental trains started rumbling across 
the pass. 


The building of this road was accompanied by the inevitable line of wild 
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construction towns, the wildest of which was MecCarthyville, located about 
five miles west of Summit, and at one time considered the toughest town in 
the state of Montana. ‘‘Slippery Bill’’ Morrison, a noted character of those 
times, earned his nickname from the fact that he was able to spend one entire 
winter in MeCarthyville and come out in the spring with a whole skin, despite 
his good luck at poker playing. ‘‘Slippery’’ is reported to have stated that 
when the snow went off that spring nine bodies were discovered, as mute 
evidence of the moral code of the town. 


OLD McCARTHYVILLE 


With the completion of the railroad through Marias Pass, development 
of the area was rapid. Shortly after reports reached the outside regarding the 
beauty of the area, the first ‘‘dudes’’ began to arrive in ever-increasing num- 
bers and started this mountain region along its path of catering to summer 
visitors, a business that is still increasing. 


Railroad Surveys on the North Fork of the Flathead 


The story of the railroads would not be complete without a mention of 
the railroad surveys that were made on the North Fork of the Flathead River 
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in 1909. The park was about to be created, and there was a possibility of finding 
in the area, coal and oil in sufficient quantities to make the need for a road 
imperative. What probably precipitated the surveys was the appearance of 
a rival railway company upon the scene. At any rate, in the year 1909, the 
Great Northern Railway and the Milwaukee Railroad ran surveys for the 
right-of-way of the North Fork of the Flathead to the Canadian line. Each 
company rushed to complete the survey first, file its plats of the survey, and 
thereby get the franchise for a road. 


These surveys were a hard-fought battle between the two rival crews. 
When one crew got behind, they would drop over onto the survey of the other 
and use it until they caught up and then take to the woods again. If a road 
had been built up there, one wonders how much good these surveys would 
have been. 


As the work extended through most of the following winter, the crews 
had to be supplied by pack trains, both up the west side of the river and 
through the park. Some of the packers had to use snowshoes on their horses 
and others travois, in order to get the supplies through. Undoubtedly the 
men had hard going at times and occasionally they were a little hungry, but 
they carried on until recalled by their respective companies. 


And so another era in the development of the park comes to a close. The 
appearance of the steam engines with their long strings of passenger and 
freight cars take the mountains a long way from the unexplored wilderness 
that it had been such a short time before. And the hordes of visitors that poured 
into the mountains in the years to come, now that modern transportation was 
available, marked the beginning of a demand for preservation of the area 
and the creation of a National Park. 


THE MINING AND OIL PERIOD 
Early Mining Ventures 


The quieting of the Indian troubles in 1870 resulted in a renewed interest 
in the northern mountains. By this time a considerable number of prospectors 
and miners were arriving in Montana. Many of them were seeking new fields, 
apart from the gold and copper mining regions of Butte and Anaconda. The 
first recorded party of miners to enter the area was one headed by Frank 
Lehman who in 1870 came up the Flathead over Marias Pass and onto the 
prairies into what is now Alberta, on an unsuccessful mining venture. About 
the same time a minor gold stampede, also doomed to failure, brought other 
miners through Marias Pass and sent them back disappointed. 


The next account of miners entering the region was in 1876 when a 
party of Texans was reported to have entered the park on a prospecting trip. 
This account related in a letter by one of the participants many years later, 
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had not been verified by any other source, so the dates may or may not be 
exactly correct. This letter, written by one William Veach, concerns a pros- 
pecting trip taken by himself, Emerson Brown, Thomas Molenieux, a man 
known as Crow, and one other. They drifted north through Colorado, Wyoming 
and eastern Montana. After spending several days in the vicinity of St. Mary 
Lake, they crossed Logan Pass, dropped down past Lake McDonald and went 
on to Belton where they picked up some supplies. This is beheved to be the 
first recorded trip of white men over Logan Pass. 


From Belton the party went up the North Fork of the Flathead and 
eventually reached Quartz Lake, where they built a cabin on the northeast 
corner of the lake and are reported to have found a 30-ounce nugget of gold 
in the creek flowing into the lake. In September, Veach and one other left for 
California and did not return, so we have no further record of what happened 
to the remainder of the party or their 30-ounce nugget. 


In the late 1880’s there occurred a short-lived mining boom at the head- 
waters of Mineral Creek. Mrs. Nat Collins, popularly known as the ‘‘Cattle 
Queen of Montana,’’ hired a crew of men and set up a camp on a small stream 
feeding Mineral Creek, in the upper McDonald Valley, to develop a supposedly 
rich prospect there. With Mrs. Collins acting as both foreman and cook, they 
worked the mine for three summers and one winter. After finding no rich min- 
eral deposits, she finally sent to St. Paul for a mining engineer to look the 
mine over and he advised her to drop the venture and stop wasting her money. 
The crew then shifted to Columbia Falls to cut ties for the Great Northern 
Railway, and Mrs. Collins returned to her ranch at Choteau, Montana. The 
stream upon which the mine was located is still known as ‘‘ Cattle Queen Creek.”’ 


Until 1890 prospecting in the area was somewhat aimless and spasmodie. 
Then, from 1890 to 1893 reports began to sift out and circulate in the mining 
areas of Butte and Anaconda that there were rich veins of copper ore to be 
found in these mountains. As a result, prospectors began to flock to them. 
One such report that appeared in the Fort Benton ‘‘River Press’’ stated that 
a prospector named ‘‘Dutch Lui’’ had struck a vein at the head of Copper 
and Quartz Creeks carrying gold, silver, copper and lead, assaying from $80 
to $500 per ton. ; 


Ceded Strips 


Although prospecting was earried on quite feverishly through the moun- 
tains, the area east of the Continental Divide was Indian Reservation and 
as such was legally closed to all entry for prospecting purposes. The fact that 
the area was closed was enough to fire the imagination of miners throughout 
the state, and tales of great wealth in these hills began to circulate through 
the country. The cry soon arose that the government had ‘‘locked up”’ the area 
to prevent the taking of these minerals. This, in turn, interested more miners, 
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and pressure was put upon Congress to throw the region open to mining. In 
the meantime, the more adventurous prospectors were sneaking into the area 
and bringing out stories that tended to further feed the fire. 


As the pressure increased, Congress could no longer ignore it. In 1895 
William C. Pollock, George Bird Grinnell and Walter M. Clements were ap- 
pointed as a commission of three to negotiate with the Blackfeet for the pur- 
chase of the strip of land lying between the Continental Divide and the prair- 
ies, from Canada south some fifty or sixty miles. After long negotiations, they 
finally agreed on a purchase price of $1,500,000, which they recommended to 
Congress. The Indians retained the right to hunt, fish and cut timber on this 
, area, soon to be known as the ‘‘Ceded Strip,’’ unless the State of Montana 
should at some time deem it unlawful. The area of the strip included the 
eastern part of what is now Glacier National Park and Portions of the Lewis 
and Clark National Forest immediately south of the park. That portion now 
included within Glacier National Park was withdrawn from hunting and 
timber cutting provisions of the treaty with the establishment of the park 
in 1910. 


On June 10, 1896, Congress confirmed the purchase of the Ceded Strip 
from the Blackfeet for the price agreed upon by the commissioners, but the 
land was still not legally opened for mining until 1898. In the meantime, 
miners and prospectors, often called ‘‘sooners,’’ began to sneak in and locate 
claims in preparation for the day when they could come in legally and oc- 
cupy them. 


Swifteurrent Mining Boom 


The years of 1898 to 1900 constituted the hey-day of the short-lived min- 
ing excitement in the park. On April 15, 1898, the ‘‘Ceded Strip’’ was thrown 
open to miners and settlers. Great tales of mineral wealth had come out of the 
area and small veins of mineral ore had actually been discovered in the Swift- 
current Valley and other localities throughout the park area. Throughout the 
entire period however, the Swifteurrent Valley constituted the major attrac- 
tion for the miners and contained the bulk of the claims and activity. Frank 
Stevenson, an early prospector and settler in the valley, tells of guiding the 
soldiers into the Swiftcurrent area to control the opening of the Strip. On the 
appointed day and hour, a volley of shots rang out and the rush was on—a 
wild stampede of miners on horses, in wagons, and even on foot. Within a 
matter of hours hundreds of claims were staked in the Swiftcurrent Valley 
and adjacent mountains. Stevenson himself staked several claims, some of 
which later yielded showings of oil and a mill site and water rights at Swift- 
current Falls. 


The mining boom in the Swiftcurrent Valley was very active for several 
years, but as little or no minerals were found where there was thought to have 
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been a bonanza, interest died and the flurry of activity gradually ceased. By 
1903 most of the claims were abandoned except for the more persistent miners, 
many of whom held on until the time of their deaths. This short-lived boom 
though, did produce several interesting developments, principally in the field of 
finance and promotion. The size and scope of the promotional activity was some- 
times startling. Companies were formed and capitalized at hundreds of thou- 
sands of shares; a town spiang up in the area almost overnight and as rapidly 
disappeared; an entire stamp mill and reduction plant was transported into the 
far reaches of Canyon Creek. These and many similar items make this one 
of the most interesting periods in Glacier’s history. 


A good example of the lengths men will go to in the hopes of realizing a 
fortune from the elusive mineral leads is evident in the story of the Cracker 
Lake Mine. ‘‘On April 12, 1898, just three days before the official opening of 
the Ceded Strip, a mine was located on the so-called Cracker Lead, on the 
shore of Cracker Lake at the extreme head of the steep, narrow Canyon Creek 
Valley. Following the official opening of the area, work commenced on the lead 
and soon samples of ore were taken out to show prospective investors. Many 
theories have been advanced as to where these rich samples originated, as the 
mine never did produce paying ore in any quantity and not one pound was 
ever taken out of it commercially. Yet the investors were interested and suff- 
cient capital was raised to develop the mine properly. The area soon became 
a beehive of activity as the shaft was driven farther and farther into the 
mountain, finally reaching a length of well over 1,300 feet. In the meantime 
work was started on a 100-ton concentrator to be located on the shore of 
Cracker Lake. The mill was hauled in and installed but never turned a wheel, 
and its remains can still be seen near the old mine entrance.’ 25 


Charles Nielson, of East Glacier Park, recalls the difficulties involved in 
transporting the 16,000 pound concentrator from Fort Browning to the mine. 
He used a large freight wagon and twelve head of husky mules on the 29-day 
trip to the mine. There was very little road on the way and none after leay- 
ing the Swiftcurrent Valley. Often the load was hauled with block and tackle 
up the bed of Canyon Creek. Upon looking at this valley today, one ean but 
wonder at the work and perseverance exhibited by Nielson as he toiled up this 
harrow gorge with his staggering load—and at the contracted rate of twenty- 
five dollars per day. 


In March of 1901, the Cracker Jack and Bulls Head mines, the latter on 
the slopes of Mt. Wilbur, were consolidated into the ‘‘Michigan and Montana 
Company,”’ which was capitalized at $300,000. In spite of this backing though, 
by 1902 the mining activity dropped off, along with that of many other mines 
in the area. Some interest was kept alive in the mine for a number of years, 
but little or no work was done and all that remains today is a caved in tunnel 
and a pile of steel and old lumber on the site of the mill. 


38 


The land containing the Cracker Lake and Bulls Head mines changed 
hands several time in the years to follow and was finally picked up on a tax 
deed from Glacier County on September 22, 1953 by the Glacier Natural His- 
tory Association. In October of 1953, the land was turned over to the Federal 
Government for $123.96, the cost of acquiring it and clearing title. Thus ended 
the story of the largest and perhaps the most famous of the mining ventures 
in Glacier National Park. 
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FORMER TOWN OF ALTYN 


Coincident with and mainly due to the development of the Cracker Lake 
Mine, a small boom town sprang up at the mouth of Canyon Creek near the 
head of Sherburne Lake. This town, named Altyn, after Dave Greenwood 
Altyn, one of the backers of the Cracker Jack, continued as the center of 
activity for the valley as long as the mining activity existed. At its height this 
busy little ‘‘metropolis’’ contained a dozen or so buildings, including a post 
office, a store, several saloons and dance halls, a two-story hotel building, and 
a few tent-houses and cabins that served as residences. The years of 1899 and 
1900 saw the height of this town, after which it dropped rapidly into obscur- 
ity; all that remains today are a few excavations along the shore of Sherburne 
Lake on what is known as ‘‘Cracker Flats.’’ 
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Most of the mining claims were soon abandoned, but several were worked 
quite extensively and patented, granting permanent ownership to the claimant. 
Although few are still in private hands within the park, most have been bought 
by the Federal Government or are in the process of being acquired. 


The Search for Oil 


The other phase of the mineral activity in the park was that of the oil 
boom, at about the same time as the mining boom or shortly thereafter. Co- . 
incident with the opening of the eastern slopes of the mountains to mining 
was the discovery of oil seepage at the head of Kintla Lake on the western 
slopes. Here prospectors discovered oil seeping out in the water of a spring at 
the foot of what was then known as Forum Peak. This discovery led to con- 
siderable excitement around Butte; a man by the name of Bender formed an 
oil company and set out to locate a road to Kintla Lake in order that he might 
haul drilling equipment to the lake. In the summer of 1901, the newly formed 
Butte Oil Company put crews to work cutting out a road from the foot of 
Lake McDonald to the site of their oil well at the upper end of Kintla Lake. 
The resultant stretch of road, about forty miles in length, could hardly be 
called a road by present standards, since it consisted merely of a route cut 
through the timber, with corduroy laid over the swampy areas. No grading 
was done nor were there any bridges built. But in spite of this, most of the 
heavy machinery and supplies were hauled in before snow fell that fall. After 
the lake froze that winter, and when the machinery was hauled to the head 
of the lake over the ice, drilling was started and continued for several years. 
When no traces of oil were found, however, the well was abandoned and the 
Butte Oil Well joined the ranks of those forgotten mines and wells of which 
little remains today except a hole in the ground and a few bits of rotted 
timber and rusted iron. 


Kintla Lake Oil Well 


About the same time the Kintla Well was drilled on the North Fork. 
This well was located near the river, not far from the mouth of Kintla Creek 
and, like the Butte Well, did not produce and was finally abandoned. 


The biggest oil boom in the park area, oddly enough, occurred in the same 
valley as did the largest mining boom—Swiftcurrent Valley. Credit for the 
discovery of oil in this valley seems to go to Sam Somes who ran the hotel at 
the town of Altyn. Sam evidently had some claims in the lower valley, near 
the site of the present Sherburne Dam, and one day in 1901, while he was 
doing assessment work in his tunnel following a dynamite charge, he dis- 
covered small pools of oil on the floor of the tunnel. As he worked on into the 
tunnel he continued to find traces of this oil seepage. This interested him and 
he collected some samples of the oil and headed for Great Falls where he talked 
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KINTLA LAKE OIL WELL 


to some friends about it. As a result, the Montana Swifteurrent Oil Company 
was organized, with Somes as general manager, and was capitalized at 


$1,500,000.00 


Equipment and men were soon organized and moved to the drilling site. 
Drilling operations were started and continued through the spring and sum- 
mer of 1903, at which time Somes, to create more interest in the venture, took 
a bottle of oil to Great Falls and persisted in pouring it on the floors and desks 
in the banks and offices around town. The result of this little performance was 
the formation of several oil companies and the resultant grabbing up of prac- 
tically all the land on the floor of Swifteurrent Valley, along with some in 
adjacent valleys, for ‘‘oil-placer’’ claims. 


Somes’ well never did produce either gas or oil, although a few of the 
others produced gas in varying quantities and some even. showed traces of oil, 
none of it in commercial quantities. The only claim this company has to fame 
is the fact that it was the discovery well and the first oil well drilled on 
the eastern side of the park. 


3y the fall of 19038, most of the miners were gone from the valley, and 
many of the oil-placer claims were abandoned, but during the summer Mike 


41 


Cassidy, one of the prospectors, had observed bubbles arising from the waters 
of a small creek emptying into Sherburne Lake. This, coupled with Somes’ dis- 
eovery in 1901 made him suspicious of the possibility of oil there. He im- 
mediately got busy and before long another oil company, one that was to 
make its mark on the history of the valley, sprang into existence. The Cassidy- 
Swiftcurrent Oil Company, under manager and driller Matt Dunn, started 
drilling on what was known as St. Louis Placer No. 1. In 1905 and 1906 gas 
was struck; drilling continued intermittently until 1909, when tools were 
lost in the hole. Cassidy spent the next three summers in an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to retrieve them. No oil was struck in this well although gas was found 
on three levels. In 1907, Cassidy piped the gas from the well to his house and 
used it until 1914 for heating and lighting. 


When plans were made to construct the Sherburne Reservoir, condemna- 
tion proceedings were directed against the portion of this claim that was 
below the flowage level of the proposed reservoir. On August 28, 1920, this 
claim was settled with the Federal Government paying Cassidy the sum of 
$7,675.00 for that part of the claim below the flow line, which included the gas 
well. Later Cassidy exchanged the remaining acreage for lands outside the park. 


The largest and probably the most controversial of all the oil companies 
to arise at this time was the Swift Current Oil Land and Power Company, in- 
corporated on April 30, 1904. The original incorporators were J. H. Sherburne 
of Browning, Dave Greenwood Altyn, for whom the town of Altyn had been 
named, I’. M. Stevenson who had a eabin and a claim nearby, A. J. Gibson of 
Missoula, Otto J. Hartwig of Chicago and Sherburne Morse of Browning. Many 
of the claim-holders up and down the valley soon assigned their claims to the 
hew company in return for shares; and through this the company. acquired 
twenty-nine claims totaling approximately four thousand acres of land, and 
was capitalized at two million shares. 


A professional driller was imported from West Virginia and paid $80 
per month and board. Drilling was intermittent and slow, and continued until 
1907, after which the machinery was loaned to another company and all work 
on the well ceased. Two wells were drilled by the company, only one of which 
produced any oil, and that in very small quantities. This well went down to 


a depth of 1,500 feet and cost, in cash, $19,900, plus what was paid out in 
shares. 


The most interesting thing about this well was the fact that in 1905 a 
diploma was awarded to the Swift Current Oil Land and Power Company, 
reading in part: ‘‘Awarded to Swift Current Oil Land and Power Company 
for the first producing oil well in the State of Montana, and the best display 
of crude and refined oil from the Swift Current District, Teton County, Mon- 
tana, at the State Fair, Helena, Montana, 1905.’’ As very little oil was ever 
produced from this well, there persisted the ever-present rumor that the 
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company imported barrels of crude oil and poured them into the well to 
“‘erease’’ the investors, while others maintained that the well was an actual, 
bonafide producer. In any event, it received the fame and the certificate, and 
must have produced some oil in order to have done so. 


The oil boom died out almost completely after 1907, except for a few oil 
men, like the few remaining miners, who could not give up the idea of finding 
a million dollars that all the others had overlooked. A few more holes were 
drilled, but nothing except a trace here and there was ever found. Frank 
Stevenson, who remained to make his home in the valley, gradually came into 
possession of some of the more promising claims, including some that he had 
staked himself; he built his home on one of them, where he lived for many 
years, spending some time as a park ranger when the area was first included 
in Glacier National Park. 


Galbraith’s map of June 1923, shows that the entire valley floor from 
the vicinity of the Sherburne Dam to Swiftcurrent Falls was taken up at 
one time by these oil placer claims. In all, between eight and ten wells were 
drilled in the valley, mostly near the valley floor and within two miles of the 
present Sherburne Dam. The waters of the Sherburne Reservoir now cover 
most of the old well sites. 


Mapping of the Park 


Concurrent with the mining activity in the park, came a desire for more 
accurate maps of the area, and the Geological Survey sent crews into the area, 
starting in 1900, to map the park and the adjacent mountains. This project 
was carried on through the years 1900 to 1904, and the maps, that resulted 
were so well done and accurate that they are still used today as the official 
maps of the area. F. EK. Matthes, R. H. Chapman, and other old topographers 
who worked on this project did a job of mapping that is still talked about by 
topographers the world over. During the summer of 1901, the Survey also 
sent in geologists Bailey Willis and George Finlay, along with paleontologist 
Stuart Weller, to make a geological study of the area and Dr. Willis at 
this time described and named the famous Lewis Overthrust. 


Before we leave the mining days mention should be made of the ill-fated 
voyage of the steamer ‘‘Oakes’’ up the North Fork of the Flathead River in 
an attempt to haul coal from deposits near the mouth of Logging Creek. About 
the time that the Great Northern Railway came through the area, coal was 
discovered along the western bank of the North Fork, not far from Logging Creek. 


VOYAGE OF THE STEAMER ‘OAKES’ 


‘‘Rusting away on a gravel bed under the west end of the bridge a quarter 
mile below the southwest corner of Glacier National Park hes an old steam 
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boiler. For almost half a century it has lain there, abandoned, isolated and 
almost forgotten. The building of the new bridge across the Flathead at that 
point last summer has broken its long isolation. It is not much to see, but it is 
a relic of an enterprise, probably the most romantic and adventurous in the 
development of northwestern Montana, the ill-starred voyage of the steam- 
er ‘Oakes.’ 


Some time previous to 1890 important coal deposits had been discovered 
far up the North Fork of the Flathead River. Near the same time James A. 
Talbott, an enterprising character who had prospered in the rush days of the 
Butte mining development came into the Flathead country. With others he 
acquired the townsite of Columbia Falls ahead of the railroad and built a 
palatial home on the bank of the river nearby. 


Talbott was a man of considerable vision, and in those days was able to 
back his dreams with tangible substance. He learned of the coal deposits on 
the North Fork and conceived the idea of using this coal to induce the con- 
struction of a railroad into that region, which would bless his town of Columbia 
Falls and would greatly stimulate the development of the whole region. 


3ut many miles of the most difficult terrain in the state covered with 
an almost impenetrable jungle of virgin forest lay between the townsite and 
the prospective mines. When the Great Northern, building westward, reached 
Columbia Falls, Talbott decided on a desperate effort to bring out a carload 
sample of that North Fork coal. He recognized the practical impossibility of 
over-land transportation and knowing full well the hazardous nature of the 
enterprise, had a steamboat built at a cost of above five thousand dollars to 
attempt the navigation of the swift and turbulent river. 


This steamer, named The Oakes, was a stern wheeler about seventy-five 
feet long and fairly broad of beam, carried a power winch on the forward deck 
in anticipation of the need of extra power in the swift and almost continu- 
ous rapids up-stream. 


The Oakes was captained and piloted by two experienced river men, Steve 
Lereau and Christian Prestbye, supported by a crew of a dozen or so hardy 
and resourceful men. The engine was operated by a man named Doyle; the 
boiler was fired by a husky youth, Claude Slemmer. Riggers for handling tow- 
lines and shore gear included Mike Shannon, Bob Hunter, Tom MacDonald, 
and a tall and wiry youngster remembered only as Slim. An old man of sixty- 
five years, probably a crony of Talbott’s earlier days at Butte, was one of the 
crew, and Talbott himself, never asking any man to do what he would not try 
himself, was a useful man on board. 


Any casual fisherman who has fished on the Flathead through and above 
Bad Rock Canyon and along the tortuous, rockribbed channel of the North 
Fork with its rapids, shoals and whirling pools at low water, would marvel 
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that the attempt at navigation was ever made. Looking down now from the 
North Fork Road high above the narrow, crooked ribbon of black, green and 
white water which zig-zags between boulders and projecting rocks at mid-sum- 
mer, it is appalling to think of the hazards threatening a ship like the Oakes 
which must make the attempt in the swift, gray, swirling flood of snow water 
of the spring thaws. 


3ut early in May, 1892, The Oakes and its daring crew steamed away from 
its moorings at Columbia Falls and headed up the swollen flood of the Flat- 
head River. Hopes were high and the start was auspicious. Talbott’s enthusi- 
asm inspired the crew and all were in a holiday humor. Their whistle. blasts 
awoke the echoes as they steamed up through Bad Rock Canyon, passed the 
mouth of the South Fork, carefully threaded the narrower swifter waters 
of the Baby Canyon, and swung away to the north. Fortune still smiled as the 
stern-wheel threshed the swift gray waters and they moved slowly but stub- 
bornly up stream. They passed beneath the high bridge of the Great Northern 
at the site of the present town of Coram and onward, without incident, to the 
foot of the Red Lick rapids some three miles beyond. 


There was the first stern crisis of the voyage. Slemmer fired the boiler to 
the limit of its capacity and Doyle nursed the engine with the available steam 
while Prestbye steered to keep an open channel and to meet the merciless 
current from the most favorable angles. They almost reached the compara- 
tively quiet waters above the rapids when, short of steam, the plucky engine 
faltered and The Oakes lost headway and drifted almost helpless in the racing 
water. 


It was their first moment of extreme peril. A small boat was carried for 
a tender. Mike Shannon and Bob Hunter quickly launched this boat and rowed 
ashore in desperate haste with a tow line. A single turn of the lne around the 
nearest tree, a half-formed knot, and a quick haul by the power winch and 
The Oakes and her crew were first saved from going broadside down the rocky 
channel. 


Their predicament now demonstrated the necessity of more rope. A single 
tow-line was not enough. There were many such rapids ahead and on most of 
them a cross-haul would be required to hold The Oakes in mid-stream while 
the winch and the main tow-line furnished the forward power. The Oakes and 
her crew were forced to remain moored at the Red Licks while the husky and 
boatwise young Slemmer took the small boat and went back down stream to 
Columbia Falls for more rope. 


Slemmer narrowly missed death when a veritable maelstrom opened be- 
fore him as he rounded a projecting rock in the canyon on the way to town 
and he decided it was folly to return upstream with the heavy rope in the small 
boat; so he got aboard a freight train with his rope and with the magic of Tal- 
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bott’s name induced the crew to let him off at the nearest point to the 
tethered Oakes and her impatiently waiting crew. 


There was now no small boat for a tender and from this point on there 
was almost constant need for a shore crew on the other shore to rig the cross- 
haul which, in the absence of a second winch, was operated by a hasty impro- 
visation they referred to as a Spanish windlass crudely constructed when and 
where needed on shore. Shannon and Hunter usually manned the main tow- 
line while Slemmer and Slim rigged the cross-haul and the rest did their 
share of the strenuous work on board. 


They passed the mouth of the Middle Fork and by slow and difficult stages 
worked on northward into the ever narrowing and quickening current of the 
North Fork. They were now shut in on all sides by absolutely primitive wil- 
derness. To their right lay the wild and fequently perpendicular jungle which 
would one day be Glacier National Park, while on the left lay the almost 
equally rugged foothills of the Whitefish Mountains. Nature has seldom locked 
more securely her treasure-house than she locked the gate to her North Fork coal. 


It was good game country and frequently deer and moose appeared on 
the river banks and once seven deer were seen swimming across the river up 
stream. The animals had a hard struggle and were excited by the strange mon- 
ster snorting in the river below them. They reached the bank at a precipitous 
spot and, well spent from their effort, again and again they scrambled madly 
to scale the rocks and fell back splashing into the water. Young Slemmer seized 
his rifle to try for some venison but Talbott shouted, ‘‘They’ve earned their 
lives,’’ and dissuaded him. 


Just below the mouth of Canyon Creek, The Oakes was swept out of the 
main channel and caught in a broad whirling pool where she milled round and 
round with a mass of logs and brush in a situation which bid fair to be the 
end of her. After much hazardous maneuvering the two lines were rigged and 
the boat was again worked into the stream. When she finally swung into the 
channel and started forward, Slemmer’s hold on the Spanish windlass slipped 
and it spun like.a deadly pin-wheel over his head as he ducked and the line 
and windlass were dragged away into the river. 


Many days had passed and they were less than fifteen miles from their 
starting point. The current was growing more turbulent and the channel more 
dangerous every mile. It had been a precarious venture from the start. But 
these men were pioneers and had the crazy persistence of their kind. By this 


time they must have realized the futility of the enterprise but they did not 
turn back. 


Two or three miles above Canyon Creek the last line was put ashore. 
Shannon and Hunter snubbed it to the only tree strategically located and ‘the 
winch began to haul. The Oakes rolled and yawed from side to side of the 
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channel and rocked dangerously as the turbulent water struck it from different 
angles. From the rigorous strains of the voyage The Oakes was taking some 
water in the hold, and this, set in motion, added to the instability of the craft. 
Now on a particularly violent yaw she finally capsized near the east bank and 
began slowly to turn over. The added pull of the capsized boat was too much 
for the tree which held the line. It was pulled out by the roots and both boat 
and tree drifted down the stream. 


Most of the crew scrambled ashore on the east shore in this final catas- 
trophe, Christian Prestbye climbed through the window of the pilot house 
as the water rushed in at the door. Talbott and two other men were not so 
fortunate. They had, however, been able to scramble up the side as she turned 
over and were still on top when she floated into midstream and finally grounded 
nearly bottom up on a gravel bar some distance below. 


The situation of these three men was now critical. The boat might roll 
at any moment. No man could swim that icy flood. Those on shore were 
without tools. They had a length of rope but too short to reach the wreck. In 
this emergency they siezed a dead, half-rotted fir tree and by strength of many 
hands broke it in many pieces. They stranded the rope and constructed a 
crude raft which they let float down towards the wreck at the end of the spliced 
strands. After many unsuccessful efforts they maneuvered this raft near enough 
to The Oakes for one of the men to get aboard and he was hauled ashore. 
Three times the operation was repeated and all were finally on firm land. 


The steamer Oakes had made her first and last voyage and in this effort 
it became the only steam driven boat ever operated on the Flathead or its 
branches above Kalispell. 


But the crew of The Oakes was in a sorry plight; not a single axe, not 
an ounce of food, not a single match in all the company. Talbott alone had 
been able to salvage a single wet blanket. All were soaked to the skin. The 
snows of winter still lingered in the deep woods and the temperature at night 
dropped well below the freezing point. From the other bank a blazed trail 
was known to Columbia Falls while many miles of unmarked and well-nigh 
impassable wilderness intervened on any other avenue of escape. 


In this dilemma Claude Slemmer suggested crossing the river on crude 
rafts such as they had used to rescue the three men from the wreck. Only 
Slim would agree to such a venture. So Slemmer and Slim, on the raft of 
rotten fir, with only a rough pole and a piece of broken board from the wreck 
to work with, set out to cross the swift gray flood while the rest of the hungry, 
shivering crew stood on the shore and watched them drift out of sight. To 
traverse the difficult terrain which lay between the larger group and their 
nearest contact with civilization, the railroad station at Belton, would have 
been sufficiently strenuous in their condition if the hills had been bare and 
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the visibility good, but with those tumbled hills and ravines deep clad in a 
tangled jungle of primeval forest the task was formidable indeed. 


One man of the party professed to know of a short cut across country 
and most of the men, including Talbott, chose to follow his lead. Tom Mac- 
Donald, who had injured an ankle in the mad scramble ashore, and the old — 
gentleman from Butte, preferred to keep the river in sight, work down the 
North Fork to its confluence with the Middle Fork and then up that stream 
towards Belton. Mike Shannon, feeling that these men needed an able com- 
panion, accompanied them on their longer but more reliable course. 


The two groups separated. The dreary chilly day was passing. A few hours 
later and a couple of miles down stream Shannon heard distant voices. After | 
some hallooing back and forth the two parties were together again. The overland 
party had become confused in the maze of hills and tangled forest, lost its 
bearing, and blindly circled to the river again. 


Night came, cold and cheerless. They bedded themselves the best they 
could and alt lay down to sleep except the old fellow from Butte. He paced 
a beat all night, stamping his feet and threshing his arms to keep the blood 
in circulation and occasionally kicking the others awake lest they die of chill | 
in their sleep. But they had huddled well together and all were able to chatter 
their teeth in the morning. 


There was no breakfast to get and no dishes, to wash so they were on their 
way early, separated as before. The larger group was still hopeful of finding 
a short way through but in a few hours bewilderment and blind circling 
brought them again to the river bank and reunion with Shannon and _ his 
companions. Together they tramped on, up hill and down, over rocks and 
through quagmire, drenched and switched by the dripping brush and branches, | 
tripped by lopping brambles and creeping vines and clawed and scratched by | 
devil’s clubs till it seemed that the old demon himself was belaboring them. 
And while these tortures beset from without, hunger was boring from within. 


Eventually game and Indian trails brought them to a deserted Indian 
camp for another cold and cheerless night and early the next morning they 
came out on the bank of McDonald Creek. 


The creek was bank full and cold enough to rattle. But there, a hundred 
feet away, tugging at its moorings on the other bank, was a small scow. ‘How 
much is that boat worth, Jim,’ someone asked of Talbott. ‘Five thousand 
dollars,’ shouted Talbott and probably meant it. But money was not an object 
now, only a word of jest. All hands combined to break down small trees and 
to weave them into a sort of matlike raft which when done was little more 
than a brush pile. On this floating brush pile Mike Shannon made a pre- 
carious crossing and secured that precious scow. 
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Shannon and Bob Hunter ferried the wretched party across McDonald 
Creek one at a time and not long after used the same small scow likewise in 
crossing the foaming waters of the Middle Fork a mile or so below Belton. 


When the famished party had finally straggled into Belton Station and 
had secured some food, they Missed Tom MacDonald and the old gentleman 
from Butte. Shannon and Hunter, the strongest of the weary group, took food 
and retraced their steps. They found the missing men, exhausted and_be- 
wildered, just off the trail on the last mile. 


With a little aid, these men finally reached the station and with all ae- 
counted for Talbott telegraphed for a dead-head special which returned them 
to Columbia Falls. 


In the meantime wreckage from The Oakes had floated away down the 
river and had been observed from the river bank near town. The catastrophe 
was confirmed when a board bearing the broad lettered name floated beneath 
the bridge and past the Talbott mansion on the bank nearby. 


A rescue party was speedily organized and started on the woods trail north. 


Returning to Slemmer and Slim adrift on the turbulent North Fork, pol- 
ing and paddling frantically to cross the swift seething current on the rotten 
and waterlogged raft, their progress downstream was rapid but across channel 
was painfully slow. When they neared the west bank, Slim’s pole was caught 
between submerged rocks and twisted from his grasp. Slemmer paddled furi- 
ously with his broken board while Slim made more or less futile grabs at the 
tops of submerged bushes in efforts to push towards shore. Below there loomed 
the broad whirl where The Oakes had milled around and their situation was 
growing more desperate second by second when Shm with long arm _ out- 
stretched, at last gained a precious hold and they swung ashore. 


Some distance farther down stream they were fortunate enough to find 
part of an abandoned lunch in very good condition, left by some hardy wan- 
derer. They devoured it and went on. Soon after they found the dim trail which 
Ted to Columbia Falls and suffered no further hardship. A few miles from town 
they met the rescue party which on learning the whereabouts of the rest of 
the crew returned with them to town. 


Such was tHe the story of a glorious adventure but to these men it was 
only a work-a-day affair. Not one of them thought it worth while to write any 
account of it. Jim Talbott is dead these many years. And of that lusty crew 
only two are known to be alive, Mike Shannon of Glacier Park Station and 
Claude Slemmer of Kalispell. To these two, now aged but still colorful oldtimers 
the writer of this tale is indebted for the facts of this romantic adventure. 


The writer had heard fragmentary accounts of this ill-starred venture 
for years, and feeling that the account of such constructive exploits deserves 
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a place in the history of our state as surely as the lawless forays of Henry 
Plummer and his gang, he has interviewed Shannon and Slemmer and the 
resultant story is as true as the memories of the two aged survivors. 


When the flood waters of that season had subsided, blankets, tools and 
wreckage littered the stream bed and decorated the bushes and rocks for 
miles below the point of tragedy. Later Shannon salvaged the winch, added a 
gas engine for power and used it successfully as a stump puller for several 
years. Others salvaged the boiler from where it had dropped from the over- 
turned wreck and attempted to bring it out on a raft, but the raft was wrecked 
and the boiler finally came to rest on a gravel bar just below the mouth of the 
Middle Fork where it has lain half buried in the gravel for nearly half a 
century. Fishermen have reported seeing the engine in the bottom of a deep 
pool near the mouth of Canyon Creek. Slemmer’s rifle was never found, and 
the old hulk eventually drifted away to parts unknown. Thus The Steamer 
Oakes and this episode of daily life has become an epic of the pioneers. 


A year later, again under the auspices of Talbott, Shannon and five men 
constructed a huge raft at the mine site and actually brought out half a car 
load of coal. In an effort to repeat the exploit the second raft was wrecked, the 
crew deserted, and Mike was compelled to give up the enterprise.’ 26 


Ironically, when a road was finally opened up to these coal banks and 
production started, the coal was found to be of such low grade that it was un- 
economical to continue to work them and the mine was soon closed down. 


CHa PEE Rel 


National Park Movement 
EARLY LAND WITHDRAWALS 


We are more or less familiar with the history of forest conservation in 
the United States—how the forests were stripped from one region after 
another, until a’ few far-sighted men began to wonder what was to happen 
when all these areas were denuded, and decided to do something about it. 
The result was a demand for withdrawal of certain forested areas from un- 
regulated public entry and the wholesale cutting of timber. This movement, 
indirectly, led to the establishment of Glacier National Park. 


The first effort towards withdrawal of the lands included in the park 
occurred in 1885, when a bill was introduced into the Senate of the United 
States “‘To establish a Forest Reservation on the headwaters of the Missouri 
River and headwaters of the Clark’s Fork of the Columbia River.’’ The bill 
evidently did not go far, but it did start a movement ending in the setting 
aside of the forested areas in the northern Rocky Mountains; for on March 
3, 1891, Congress passed an act authorizing the president to set aside forest 
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reserves in the forested lands of the nation, to be administered by the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. This area in western Montana was designated as a 
forest reserve but lttle was done with it until 1897, 


On February 22 of that year, largely through the initiative of the United 
States Forest Commission, of which Charles S. Sargent was chairman, the Lewis 
and Clark Forest Reserve was formed. This reserve included all of what is 
now Glacier National Park, the Kootenai, Blackfeet, Flathead, and Lewis and 
Clark National Forests, that portion north of the Great Northern Railroad 
being called the North Division and that south of the railroad, the South 
Division. 


With the formation of the Forest Reserves also came the demand for 
personnel to administer and protect them, and in 1900 President Theodore 
Roosevelt appointed one of his former ‘‘Rough Riders,’’ Frank Herrig, as 
forest ranger to patrol the country drained by the North Fork of the Flat- 
head River. As far as the records show, Herrig was the first Federal officer 
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be placed in charge of any area included in the park. Those who knew 
Herrig described him as an imposing figure who generally rode a big bay 
horse, decked out with a silver-mounted bridle and martingale. He wore high- | 
topped boots, a big ‘‘44’’ strapped on his belt and a 45-70 rifle in a scab- | 
bard on his saddle. He always wore his large ranger’s badge in plain sight, 
and his constant companion was a large Russian wolfhound. 


Frank Liebig 


The next forest ranger to be appointed to the park area was Frank 
Liebig, who was appointed on June 1, 1902, for the district that included what 
is now all of the north end of Glacier National Park. He was assigned to 
‘look for fires, timber thieves, which were plentiful along the Great Northern 
Railway, and to look for squatters and game violators.’? 27 When given his 
badge by the Forest Supervisor, along with a double-bitted axe, a crosscut 
saw and a box of ammunition for his rifle, he was told to ‘‘Go to it and sxood | 
luck. The whole country is yours, from Belton to Canada and across the 
Rockies to the prairie or Waterton Lake and the foot of St. Mary Lake.’’ 28 | 
Operating out of his ranger station at the head of Lake McDonald, Liebig | 
remained in sole charge of the entire area, until the time it was made a park | 
in 1910. His hobby was bird taxidermy and the best of his work during that 
time is now a part of the Glacier National Park collection. 


Lake McDonald Ranger Station 
— in 1905 | 


In 1905 the Forest Reserves were 
taken out of the Department of the 
Interior and the Forest Service was 
set up under the Department of Ag- 
riculture. With the establishment in 
1910, of Glacier National Park the 
Forest Service again turned this | 
area of some 1,500 square miles back 


ATs ore ‘ z to the Department of the Interior in 
LAKE McDONALD RANGER STATION—1905 


whose hands it has since remained. | 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PARK 


When we think about the origin of areas such as this and other National 
Parks, we naturally ask the question, ‘‘When did this park idea originate, 
and who was responsible for it?’’ Often this question is hard to answer be- 
cause we do not know the thoughts that may have run through the minds of 


the early explorers and travelers, but we do have written records of the 
ideas of these men. 
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Action toward Establishment of the Park 


Contrary to the general belief that George Bird Grinnell first thought 
of this as a national park, we have the record in the Fort Benton ‘‘ River 
Press’’ in 1883, of a letter from Lieutenant John T. Van Orsdale in which he 
makes the following statement: ‘‘I sincerely hope that publicity now being 
given to that portion of Montana will result in drawing attention to the 
scenery which surpasses anything in Montana or adjacent territories. A great 
benefit would result to Montana if this section could be set aside as a na- 
tional park ...’’ In this letter he was referring to the area that is now included 
in the park and through which he and Lieutenant Woodruff traveled some 
ten years before. 


George Bird Grinnell, at that time editor of the magazine ‘‘Forest and 
Stream,’’ first came to the area of the park in 1885 and again in 1887, and 
thereafter almost yearly as long as he was able. To Grinnell goes the credit, 
and justly so, for swinging public opinion in favor of making this area into 
a national park, and also for promoting the legislation that made it possible. 
During his visits in 1885 and 1887 he explored the St. Mary and Swiftcurrent 
Valleys and named many of the features within them. It must have been dur- 
ing these trips that he began to formulate his own ideas of what should be- 
come of the area, for it was while on one of his trips into the upper reaches 
of the St. Mary Valley in 1891 that he made an entry in his notebook to the 
effect that this area should become a national park. And what is more, he 
immediately set about to do something about it. 


Grinnell’s first public attempt to do this was through an article in the 
‘Century Magazine’’ of September, 1901, entitled, ‘‘The Crown of the Con- 
tinent,’’ in which he described in glowing terms the beauties of the area and 
suggested that a movement be started to set aside the area around St. Mary 
Lake as a National Park. 


Grinnell then went a step further and was instrumental in getting the 
noted writer, Emerson Hough, to come to the area and write a series of art- 
icles for ‘‘Forest and Stream’’ magazine. Hough made two trips to the area 
in 1902, one in February and one in August, both times guided into the back 
country by James Willard Schultz, who was also sending articles to Grinnell. 


These articles created considerable interest in the area, and the local, 
and some national, newspapers began to take it up. Finally, through pres- 
sure exerted by Grinnell and others, the necessary legislation was drawn up 
and the Congressional mill began to grind. 


Legislative History of Establishment 


The actual start of legislative action to form Glacier National Park took 
place on December 11, 1907, when United States Senator T. H. Carter of 
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Montana introduced a bill into the Senate to set aside the area as a national 
park. The bill being considered by the Senate was found to have several 
undesirable clauses in it and the bill was sent back to Carter for rewriting. 


Senator Carter immediately revised the bill as suggested and again pre- 
sented it to the Senate on February 24, 1908. The Committee on Public Lands 
approved the bill, with anfendments, and it was sent to the floor of the Senate 
where it was approved and passed. On May 16, it was then sent to the House 
of Representatives, where Congressman Charles N. Pray, Montana’s only 
member of the House, took it under his wing and guided it through the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, of which he was a member. Although this committee 
reported it back to the House with the recommendation that it be passed as 
amended by the Senate, no action was taken on it and the bill died. 


On June 26, 1909, Carter introduced the bill to the Senate for the third 
time. This time it lay in the Public Lands Committee until January 25, 1910, 
when it was reported out by Senator Dixon of Montana. It was brought up on 
the floor of the Senate and agreed to on February 9. From there it again went 
to the House of Representatives, where it was finally agreed to with further 
amendments. Taking the lead, Congressman Pray, along with several other 
members, fought very strongly to get the bill through the House. 


The Senate then objected to the amendments written in by the House, 
and a Conference Committee was appointed to iron out the differences. The 
committee reached a compromise and the bill was again presented to the 
House and agreed to without a record vote. On the same day it was presented 
to the Senate, who also agreed to it. From there the bill went to President 
Taft who affixed his signature to it on May 11, 1910, bringing Glacier Na- 
tional Park into existence. 


Ten days after the approval of the bill, on May 21, 1910, the first appro- 
priation for Glacier National Park was presented to the Senate, and approved 
as part of the Sundry Civil Appropriations Act for the fiscal year 1911, ap- 
proved on June 25. This Act carried an item, ‘‘For improvement of Glacier 
National Park, Montana, for construction of trails and roads, $50,000.’’ Gla- 
cier National Park was on its own. 


It is interesting to note the opposition to the bill to establish the park. 
Grazing and lumber interests, the ones that would seem most likely to ob- 
ject, showed little interest in it. Mining activity had almost completely died 
out, so there was little objection there. But certain local groups, mainly from 
Kalispell, cried out loud and long that it was a scheme of the Great Northern 
Railway to prevent other roads from entering the region. Their contention was 
that the railroad had persuaded Senator Carter to put up the bill so that 
no other railroads could use the passes to the north of them not realizing, of 
course, that there were no passes to the north that were suitable for a railroad 
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to use. The truth of the matter was that the late Louis W. Hill, Sr., then 
president of the Great Northern, was foremost among the sponsors of the 
bill, hoping with Senator Carter, Congressman Pray, George Bird Grinnell 
and others to create a public recreational area for Montana which would 
attract tourists and subsequently a source of passenger traffic and new in- 
come dollars for the state. Opposition also came from legislators who contended 
that it was not the function of the government to dabble in recreation. 


After passage of the bill seemed certain the opposition interests began 
to back track and explain their reasons for it. The following excerpt from an 
editorial in the Kalispell Daily Inter Lake attempted to clarify their stand 
on the matter: ‘‘The establishment of the park is not a calamity. The original 
opposition was due mainly to personal interests, such as a loss of hunting 
grounds, locking up of the area, no settling on the North Fork, ete.’’? There 
was much ‘to do’ about it until the bill was changed to suit the people. One 
principal fear was of military control. 


Regarding the final passage of this bill in the House of Representatives, 
Congressman Pray is reported to have made the statement that one of 
the biggest helps he had in getting the bill through was the weather. It was 
so extremely hot that day that many of the Congressmen were not present 
and Pray, who was instrumental in guiding it through the house, was able 
to muster enough supporters to pass it on the floor, or at least bring the 
remainder around to his way of thinking. 


On March 10, 1909, the eleventh assembly of the Montana Legislature 
passed a resolution favoring the establishment of Glacier National Park, but 
no record has been found that this resolution was ever presented to or placed 
in the records of either House of Congress of the United States. By an Act 
of February 11, 1911, the twelfth assembly of the Legislature of the State 
of Montana ceded exclusive jurisdiction over Glacier National Park to the 
United States, reserving to themselves only the right of taxation and the right 
to serve criminal process for acts committed outside the boundaries of the 
park. A few days later Senator Carter introduced a bill in the Senate of the 
United States to accept the cession of the park, but the bill was not reported 
out of committee and died there. It was not until 1914, by an act approved on 
August 22, that the Congress accepted from the State of Montana exclusive 
jurisdiction over the park, as specified by the state. 
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CHAPTER III 


History As A National Park 


THE ADMINISTRATIVE STORY 
Coming of Major Logan 


The first few years following the establishment of this area as a National 
Park saw a considerable amount of history in the making, Effective August 
8, 1910, the Secretary of the Interior commissioned Major William R. Logan, 
who had accompanied Raphael Pumpelly through the park in 1882 and 1883, 
as ‘“‘Superintendent of Road and Trail Construction”? for the park. Previous 
to this time Major Logan had been Superintendent of the Indian Training 
School at Fort Belknap, Montana, and ‘‘Supervisor of Industries, Indian Sery- 
ice, at Large.’’ On December 1, 1910, he was appointed ‘‘Inspector in Charge,’’ 
of Glacier National Park, pending the establishment of the position of Super- 
intendent, which came about on April 1, 1911. 


When the Major arrived at the park, in the late summer of 1910, he brought 
with him his clerk, Henry W. Hutchings, who was to fill the same position in 
the park for many years, and also to act as interim superintendent several 
times. Hutchings was finally appointed to the position of Assistant Superin- 
tendent, which position he held until he retired in 1926. 


The job that faced these two men that summer was anything but heart- 
ening. There were only two serviceable trails across the mountains, one from 
Lake McDonald across Gunsight Pass to St. Mary Lake, and the other up 
the McDonald Creek Valley and over Swifteurrent Pass to Many Glacier. 
Old Indian trails extended across other passes but were in such a state of 
disuse that they were practically impassable. 


To further’ complicate Major Logan’s job, this summer was one of the 
worst forest fire years in the history of the northwest, and of these fires Gla- 
cier received its share. There was no organized firefighting organization as 
we now know it, very little equipment, few trails and practically no roads. 
By the time the fall rains had set in, Glacier National Park had lost over 
100,000 acres of forest land to a series of fires, the largest of which covered 
approximately 23,000 acres. 


In the fall of 1910, the first park headquarters was located at Apgar in 
tents. When winter came the personnel returned to Fort Belknap until spring; 
after making plans for establishing headquarters at Fish Creek as soon as 
a road could be constructed to the spot and material obtained. Also that same 
fall, in order to protect the area against poachers and other encroachments, 
Major Logan organized a patrol of six rangers, consisting of Henry Vaught 
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as Chief Ranger, Joe Cosley, Dan Doody, Bill Burns, ‘‘Dad’’ Randels and 
Pierce. For the following winter they were assigned a certain section of the 
park boundary to patrol. 


The following summer, upon his return from Fort Belknap, Major Logan 
and his crew threw themselves into the task of making a National Park out 
of this wilderness area that had been entrusted to them. On April 1, the 
Major’s job as Superintendent of Glacier National Park, at a salary of 
$3,600 per year was made permanent. For the summer he rented Apgar’s 
cabins, at the foot of Lake McDonald, for headquarters and living quarters. 
The following winter he moved into the Great Northern’s newly constructed 
Belton Chalet at the town of Belton. This move was repeated in 1912, but all 
the while construction was progressing on the new headquarters at Fish Creek, 
and in the summer of 1913 the offices were moved to this new location. The 
first permanent headquarters at Fish Creek consisted of six buildings, inelud- 
ing one cottage, two cabins, and a stable, plus the old Forest Service Ranger 
Station that was already there, and a sawmill. The old Ranger Station was 
converted into an office, one cabin was used as a cookhouse, and tents were 
erected for the additional residences. The following winter was also spent 
in the Belton Chalet, but by summer of 1914 enough residences were con- 
structed for all personnel to remain the year around. 


The major accomplishments for the year 1911, in addition to the work 
on the new park headquarters at Fish Creek, consisted of extension of the 
telephone line system, rebuilding and macadamizing the road between Belton 
and the foot of Lake McDonald and the start of construction on the road 
from Apgar to Fish Creek. That summer also saw the start of construction 
on the predecessor to the Blackfeet Highway, from Midvale (Kast Glacier Park) 
north toward Many Glacier. This was being undertaken by the Great Northern 
Railway, in order to open up the northern end of the park for visitor travel. 
Telephone lines were constructed to Logging Ranger Station and construe- 
tion started on a line to Sperry Glacier and on over Gunsight Pass to St. 
Mary Lake. 


The Ranger Force 


By 1912 a considerable amount of activity was under way in the park. 
Trails were being re-built, ranger cabins were constructed at various spots 
along the boundary for the newly organized ranger force to use, and other 
physical improvements were being installed and re-built. The Ranger force 
was expanded from the original six men to sixteen; each was assigned a portion 
of the park boundary to patrol constantly and ordered to look after game 
animals, prevent poaching, and fight forest fires. From time to time tempo- 
rary rangers were employed for special jobs including that of ‘“‘predatory 
animal hunter.”’ 


The ranger force during these early days was.a rugged, hard-bitten outfit. 
Each foot of the park boundary was assigned to one particular man and he 
was responsible for the patrolling of it, winter and summer, often operating 
from small, crude cabins that would make the present-day patrol cabins seem 
like mansions. These men traveled their beat alone, and many are the tales 
of accidents, even deaths, resulting from these lone patrols through the moun- 
tains in the dead of winter. One ranger froze to death on the trail between 
cabins on the eastern side of the park; another was buried in a snowslide for 
twenty-four hours, yet managed to dig himself out and work his way back 
to the station; still another slid down a snow bank and broke his hip, which 
resulted in a gruelling two-day trip back to his cabin, unaided. Such were the 
odds against these men, yet they liked the work and would have no other. 
A few of the old-timers are still on the force, and others are remembered and 
spoken of by the local people when they get together to talk over ‘‘old times.’’ 


OLD RANGERS 
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The park visitor today still looks for the ‘‘Ranger’’ to answer his ques- 
tions and help him plan his trips through the park. To him, the man in uni- 
form is the ranger, regardless of whether he is a ranger, naturalist or park 
superintendent. Few people know when the term ‘park ranger’ came into being. 
It was not until 1915 that Stephen T. Mather, the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, in charge of the National Parks, wrote to all park superintendents, 
““ ... In order to differentiate the rangers of the national parks from those 
of the national forests, all rangers in the service of the national parks will 
be officially designated Park Rangers... ”’ But to the visitor, they are still 
just ‘‘rangers,’’ and probably will be for some time to come. 


New Park Headquarters 


Park headquarters at Fish Creek was soon inadequate for the rapidly 
expanding force, and plans were laid for relocating it in an area where ex- 
pansion was possible. In order to accomplish this, Stephen T. Mather, then 
Director of the National Park Service, in 1917 purchased with his personal 
funds the site upon which the present headquarters and utility area now 
stands, from Edwin EK. Snyder, who for many years conducted a hotel and 
saloon business at this site. The old log saloon and hotel building was then 
used until 1924 by the Service as a combination administration building, cook- 
house, and mess hall. After that it- was used as a bunkhouse for a time and 
torn down in 1926. In the late summer of 1917 the ground was cleared and 
construction was -started- for four residences which were completed in the 
summer of 1918. By the fall of 1918, a barn and wagon shed was also com- 
pleted, along with a cottage for the teamster, a small warehouse, and a tower 
and tank for the water system, and the headquarters was moved from Fish 
Creek to its new location. From that time on buildines were added as necessary, 
building the headquarters area up to the present administrative plant. 


Development of the Interpretive Services 


Another interesting growth was that of the interpretive services m the 
park. The first so-called ‘‘Nature Guide Service’’ was established in 1921 as 
a commercial enterprise under the permit to M. P. Somes, a naturalist familiar 
with the park area. For a set fee, Somes conducted walking tours between 
hotels and chalets and other points of interest, explaining the geology, flora 
and fauna as he went along, much as it is done today. 


In 1922 a free Nature Guide Service was established by Dr. Morton J. 
Elrod, of the University of Montana, under the joint sponsorship of the Uni- 
versity and the National Park Service. To start this program, Dr. Elrod, 
assisted by Drs. Severy and Fredell, also of the University staff, inaugurated 
a series of nature walks and nature information desks in certain hotels. At 
first evening talks could not be held because of the lack of suitable room. 
This competition was hard on Somes’ commercial nature guide service, and 


59 


by early August he was in financial difficulties and was forced to drop his 
service, 


Dr. Elrod continued to expand his service to the public by widening his 
field of operations, until, by 1927, he had one man at each of the following 
places: Many Glacier, Sun Camp and Lake McDonald. One gave evening talks 
illustrated by slides furnished by the hotel company, established self-guiding 
nature trails, took conducted walks and maintained cut-flower exhibits in the 
hotel lobbies. He also had a number of publications for sale, dealing with the 
natural features of the park. In 1924 he published the first Guide Book of 
the park, Elrod’s Guide, which sold for many years as the official park guide 
but is now out of print and on the rare book list. 


Dr. Elrod’s program of nature guide service—known after 1926 as ‘*Ranger 
Naturalists’’—continued until 1929, when it was placed under the supervision 
of Dr. George C. Ruhle, the newly appointed first permanent park naturalist. 
The following year programs were expanded to the campgrounds with ecamp- 
fire programs; and additional nature trails were laid out, operating, as a 
whole, on a plan similar to that of today. 


A similar development occurred in all the departments of the admini- 
stration, as visitor’s use of the area increased. The only lessening of activity 
occurred during World War IT, when the park was, for all practical purposes, 
closed until 1946, except for the necessary maintenance and protection functions. 


VISITOR USE OF THE AREA 
Pre-Park Visitor Accommodations 


Completion of the Great Northern Railway to this area early in 1892 
brought with it the expected following of adventurers, sightseers, and settlers 
and marked the beginning of the settlement of the Flathead Valley and the 
advent of the ‘‘tourist’’ into what is now Glacier National Park. With these 
visitors and adventurers came those who saw in the land a chance for liveli- 
hood, in hunting, trapping, and in living off the desires of those who wished 
only to visit the area. These were the forerunners of the present park con- 
cessioners, cabin operators and dude ranchers. 


Among those who arrived in 1892 and went into business were Milo 
Apgar and Charlie Howe, who homesteaded at the foot of Lake MeDonald 
and put up cabins for the accommodation of visitors to the area, giving a 
Start to the little village of Apgar, which today is one of the heavily used 
centers within the park boundary. In the years that followed others began to 
arrive both at the head and foot of Lake McDonald and they set up busi- 
nesses of one kind or another. 
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SNYDER HOTEL 


Snyder Hotel 


In 1895 George Snyder established a stopping place on Lake McDonald 
at the site of the present Lake McDonald Hotel. In order to take care of the 
increasing demand for accommodations, he was soon forced to build a hotel 
on the site, a two-story frame structure that was to be the focal point for 
visitors to the western side of the park for many years to come. In order to 
get the visitors to his area he had to have a boat, so he purchased a 40-foot 
steamboat that had been running between Somers and Polson, on Flathead 
Lake, and shipped it by freight to Belton. In order to bring the boat into Lake 
McDonald, Snyder and some other settlers had to build a road from Belton to 
Apgar, a rough, one-way wagon trail, but a road, nevertheless, and probably 
the first to exist within the boundaries of the park. When the boat arrived at 
Belton it was loaded with its top-heavy upright boiler, on a wagon and com- 
meneced the tortuous trip to the lake, where, after many hours of struggle, it 
was launched and became the first power boat to haul passengers and freight 
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upon any of the park lakes. Mrs. Frank Liebig relates the trials of traveling 
up the lake on this vessel—it was too hot below deck beside the boiler and if 
you rode topside the sparks burned holes in your clothes. 


About this same time Ed Dow, who had built a hotel at Belton a year or 
so earlier, started a stage line from Belton to the lake, over the newly con- 
structed road and through the dense cedar forests that overtopped everything 
else in the area. It made connections with Snyder’s steamboat. This was truly 
a beautiful trip if you were not thrown from the buckboard by the chuck- 
holes in the road. To reach the stage, the visitors had to walk a distance of 
approximately one-fourth mile from the railroad station at Belton to the 
Middle Fork of the Flathead River, where they were ferried across in a row- 
boat. They were then loaded on the buckboard and started their bouncing 
journey to the lake and Snyder’s steamboat. Such were the conditions facing 
the early park visitors, but they evidently enjoyed it, for many of them con- 
tinued to come to the area as long as they were able to do so. 


By 1896 there was a continuous chain of transportation and stopping 
places from the depot to the head of Lake McDonald. With Dow’s hotel at 
Belton and his stage line to the lake, Apgar’s cabins at the foot of the lake, 
Snyder’s steamboat on the lake and his hotel and other cabins springing up 
at the head of the lake, the visitor was well taken care of. In addition to this, 
Denny Comeau and Ernest Christensen started a pack and saddle horse busi- 
ness at the head of Lake McDonald, taking people into the back country. In 
1898 two more men, Josiah Rogers and Bert Bryant were also taking saddle 
horse parties out from the Lake McDonald area. At about this time Charles 
M. Russell, the noted cowboy artist, bought a piece of land on the shore of 


Lake McDonald near Apgar. Here he built his summer home, which he called - 


“‘Bull Head Lodge’’ after the buffalo skull that was his trademark. Charlie 
Russell loved this area and spent a good portion of his later years at the lake 
painting and spinning yarns with his friends. 


First Bridge Across Middle Fork 


In 1897 the first bridge was built 
across the Middle Fork of the Flat- 
head, near the site of the old concrete 
bridge a short distance above the 
present park headquarters. This 
bridge, built by Jack Wise to enable 
the stages to travel the entire dis- 
tance from the depot at Belton to 
the foot of Lake McDonald did away 
with the necessity of ferrying the 
FIRST BRIDGE ACROSS MIDDLE FORK river in rowboats. 
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In 1906 another boat made its appearance on Lake McDonald—a gas 
boat operated by Frank Kelly, which was soon joined by another, running 
competition to Snyder’s steamboat. By 1911, when the Glacier National Park 
started granting concessions for commercial operations within its boundaries, 
there were several boats on the lake, as well as one on St. Mary Lake. 


Early Park Coneessioners 


With the establishment of the park all concessioners for transporting and 
housing visitors on other than private lands came under Federal control and 
subject to permit. For some time permits were issued automatically to those 
who had been operating previously in the area, but later choice of concessioners 
became more selective. In 1911 permits were issued for passenger launches on 
St. Mary and McDonald Lakes; a stage line from Belton to Lake McDonald, 
run by John Weightman; saddle and pack horse permits to Josiah Rogers, 
W. J. Hilligoss, W. L. Adair, Cyrus Bellah, Chester Gephart, Norman Powell 
and Walter Gibb, and a permit for John Lewis to operate ‘‘rest cabins’’ near 
the head of Lake McDonald, including the Snyder Hotel which he had pur- 
chased in 1896 


Glacier Park Hotel Company 


Prior to 1910, the Great Northern Railway, anticipating the increase in 
passenger travel to this area resulting from the establishment of the park, had 
given considerable leadership to the movement for enabling legislation, and 
had also taken the preliminary steps toward development of the area. How- 
ever, it was not until 1911 that the railway started actual development of the 
visitor accommodations within the park. At this time they started the con- 
struction of a number of hotels and camps, including temporary camps at the 
narrows of St. Mary Lake (Sun Camp) and Many Glacier, and the start of 
construction on the permanent buildings at Two Medicine Lake. Construction 
was also begun on the Glacier Park Hotel at East Glacier (Midvale) at this 
time, along with a series of chalets at Belton, for the accommodation of pas- 
sengers disembarking from the trains at these places. A line of tent camps put 
up that summer by W. J. Hilligoss, for the accommodation of his saddle horse 
parties, were backed by the Great Northern. Their locations in Midvale (East 
Glacier Park), Two Medicine, Cut Bank Creek, St. Mary Lake, Gunsight Lake 
and near the present Sperry Chalet gave him a continuous line of camps 
from Midvale to Lake MeDonald. 


Original Lewis Hotel 


During the winter of 1913-14, John Lewis built the Lewis Hotel, now 
Lake McDonald Hotel near the site of the original Snyder Hotel which he had 
previously purchased. Construction of this 65-room hotel was a colossal under- 
taking at that time, when it is considered that all the materials not available 
locally had to be hauled from the railroad at Belton to the foot of Lake McDonald 
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ORIGINAL LEWIS HOTEL 


and then transported by boat to the hotel site, nearly 10 miles up the lake. 
Later Lewis removed the sixteen cabins that had been built and operated only 
the hotel until it was sold to the National Park Service in 1930, but continued 
under operation of the Great Northern. 


Work was going full-speed on the Great Northern buildings in various 
areas of the park. By 1913 the following accommodations were completed and 
in use or ready for use: the main hotel building, one chalet, two dormitories 
and several utility buildings at Glacier Park Station, the larger chalet at 
Two Medicine, Cut Bank and St. Mary Chalets, a dining room and eight 
chalets at Sun Camp, Sperry Chalets, and a tent camp with a dining room 
and dormitory at Gunsight Lake. 


When we stop and think a moment about the scope and hardships involved 
in this building activity we can but marvel at the ingenuity shown by these 
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GOING-TO-THE-SUN CHALETS 


construction crews. At many Glacier a sawmill was built to cut building ma- 
terial from the surrounding forest. The large timbers in the lobbies of Gla- 
cier Park and Many Glacier Hotels were hauled and skidded for several miles 
to the hotel site. Native stone was quarried for foundations and _ fireplaces. 
And a tremendous quantity of supplies and building materials hauled by team 
and wagon over primitive dirt roads from the rail head at Glacier Park Sta- 
tion, including the large boilers and other massive equipment that went into 
the construction of what was at one time the largest hotel in the state. 


Many Glacier Hotel 


The immense posts in the Glacier Park Lodge were hauled in by train- 
loads from western Washington and erected on the site by what would now 
be considered primitive means. What would you and I have done if faced with 
the problem of building the large stone buildings at Sperry Chalet, high in 
the mountains and reached only by boat and trail? I am content merely to 
ponder. But we must recognize the difficulties involved, and the large amount 
of money spent by this company to develop these laree;luxurious stopping 
places in the heart of the wilderness. 


To Louis W. Hill, then president of the Great Northern Railway, goes the 
credit for this initial development of the park and establishment of these first 
large concessions. Hill was always an enthusiastic admirer of the park, both 
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because of its economic value to the railroad and because of his personal love 
of the park. He devoted much of his time to the planning and organizing of this 
development, and practically every department of the Great Northern was 


MANY GLACIER HOTEL 


called upon at one time or another to make their contribution to the develop- 
ment of this wilderness area for visitor use. 


By 1915 Granite Park Chalets and the Many Glacier Hotel were com- 
pleted azd opened for business; this completed and put into operation the 
major portion of the Great Northern Hotels in the park. These, along with the 
private hotels and cabins on’ Lake McDonald, could now furnish sumptuous 
quarters and living for as many visitors as the railroad could bring into the 
are. In 1917 the newly-formed ‘‘Glacier Park Hotel Company,’’ charged with 
operating these hotels and chalets, signed its first twenty-year operation con- 
tract with the Department of the Interior. 


Prince of Wales Hotel 


In 1926 the Glacier Park Hotel Company started construction of a Swiss- 
type hotel in Waterton Lakes National Park, just north of the Canadian 
boundary in Alberta. This beautiful hotel on a hill overlooking Waterton Lakes, 
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which was opened for business on July 25, 1927, completed the chain of Great 
Northern Hotels and Chalets in the area. Further contracts were negotiated 
with the company from time to time, and the company is still operating these 


PRINCE OF WALES HOTEL 


units as they did years ago, with the exception of Cut Bank, St. Mary, and 
Going-to-the-Sun Chalets, which were closed down during or prior to World 
War II and never re-opened. All three of these Chalets were razed in recent 
years because of their physical condition, lack of business, and lack of money 
to repair them and keep them in operation. In 1933 the company opened their 
first cabin camp at Swifteurrent, near the Many Glacier Hotel, most of which 
was destroyed by the 1936 forest fire and rebuilt again in 19387. In 1941 a 
coffee shop was added at Swiftcurrent and the cabin camp and coffee shop 
at East Glacier (Rising Sun) was opened for business. In 1961 operations of the 
concessions hotel and motel buildings, camp stores and dining rooms, the trans- 
portation company and the launch International were assumed by Glacier Park 
Incorporated, a new company which purchased the interests of the Glacier 
Park Company and was awarded a 20-year concessions contract by the Na- 
tional Park Service. 


Lake MeDonald Hotel 


In February of 1930 a series of negotiations took place in which the Dakota 
and Great Northern Township Company, a subsidiary of the Great Northern, 
took up their option to purchase the Lewis Hotel on Lake McDonald. This 
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company thus gained possession of the hotel and utility buildings, along with 
285 acres of land on the lake shore, with the intent to hold it, clear the title, 
and turn it over to the Federal Government. Consequently, in 1932, the Na- 
tional Park Service purchased this property for over $150,000 and then leased 
it to the Glacier Park Hotel Company, an arrangement that is still in effect. 


The Glacier Park Hotel Company, although the largest single hotel op- 
erator in the area, was by no means the only one in the park. As the years went 
by, more and more private operators were putting up cabins and small hotels 
in or near the park. Cabin camps and hotels. arose in the small town adjacent 
to the area and other camps sprang up on private lands within the park, mainly 
around Lake McDonald. But, as these accommodations increased, so did the 
travel, and even today, with new modern camps and motels being erected 
throughout the area, there is still a shortage of places in which to stay. 


Skyland Camps 


One of the unusual camps to operate within the park was the Skyland 
Camp, with headquarters on Bowman Lake. It opened for business in 1922, 
serving mainly as a boys’ camp from July 2 to August 27 and as a tourist 
camp for the remainder of the time between June 15 and snowfall. The camp 
was operated by the Culver Military Academy of Culver, Indiana, and catered 
to teenage boys who could take care of themselves in the woods with the proper 
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leadership and guidance. The main camp at Bowman Lake consisted of a log 
lodge and dining room, several outbuildings and tent sleeping quarters. The 
subsidiary camps at Upper and Lower Kintla Lakes were all of canvas con- 
struction with the exception of a log dining room at Lower Kintla Lake. The 
tourist camp at Bowman which was open all summer, consisted of a four-room 
chalet and tents. Hiking and saddle trips were taken from these camps through- 
out the park, connecting them with the other operators’ accommodations in the 
area. This camp operated for several years, but finally closed down because 
of lack of business. 


The Bell Ringers 


During the latter part of August 1925, W. R. Mills, then advertising agent 
of the Great Northern Railway, and H. A. Noble, manager of the Glacier Park 
Hotel Company, made a request of the park superintendent for permission to 
place locomotive bells on the summits of the following passes in the park: 
Swifteurrent, Logan, Siyeh, Gunsight, Cut Bank, Stoney Indian and at Grin- 
nell Glacier. This request was based upon an old Swiss custom of having bells 
on the mountain tops and passes and the desire to give the visitors hiking or 
riding through the park the unusual experience of ringing these loud, clear 
bells high in the mountains. 


The request was passed on to the 
office of the Director of the National 
Park Service, who did not approve 
of the idea but was somewhat loath 
to say so at the time, so the decision 
was postponed. Mr. Noble continued 
to press for the bells, and finally in 
September of 1926 the request was 
granted for at least two bells to be 
established in these passes. Within 
the next two months the company 
had placed three of them on Swift- 
current, Piegan and Siyeh passes. 
These bells were bought by the Hotel 
Company at a cost of $194.27 each, 
plus packing, shipping and the ex- PIEGAN PASS BELL 
pense of placing them. They were very beautifully toned and created a con- 
siderable amount of interest among the people who crossed these passes and 
heard them ring, 


A fourth bell was placed on Mt. Henry, where the Glacier Park-Two Medi- 
cine Trail crosses Scenic Point, high above Lower Two Medicine Lake, in the 
summer of 1929. These four bells remained in place until the fall of 1943, when 
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they were removed by the Hotel Cumpany and turned in on a World War II 
serap metal drive. 


Saddle Horse Operators 


Near the turn of the century Comeau, Christensen, Bryant and Rogers 
started taking visitors out into the park on saddle horse trips, and Snyder’s 
steamboat started operating on Lake McDonald. At this time the pattern was 
set for visitor use of trails in the park area, and the region began to build 
up the saddle horse business that was later to give Glacier the name of a trail 
park. 


The small operators continued to expand their services, operating mostly 
from their home camps but using pack strings to extend their trips over longer 
periods of time. It was not until 1911, after the park was established, that the 
first semi-permanent type of tent camps came into being, thereby enabling 
saddle horse parties to travel long distances through the park without hav- 
ing to set up camp each night. In this year, W. J. Hilligoss, backed by the 
Great Northern Railway, set up a string of tent camps between the main dis- 
embarking point at Midvale, (East Glacier) and the Lake McDonald Hotel, for 
the accommodation of saddle horse parties. Also, within the next few years, 
the Glacier Park Hotel Company’s chalets and hotels came into being, afford- 
ing additional stop-overs for the saddle and hiking parties. 


Until 1915 the saddle horse business within the park consisted of a number 
of independent operators, each under permit to the National Park Service and 
each operating in his own manner and at his own price. In 1915, under the 
leadership of W. N. Noffsinger, an attorney from Kalispell, Montana, a num- 
ber of these small concessioners were combined as the Park Saddle Horse Com- 
pany with their base ranch on the St. Mary River, several miles east of the 
park near Babb, Montana. This company then obtained a concession contract 
with the National Park Service and became the official saddle horse operator 
in the area. 


The Park Saddle Horse Company continued to expand under the brand 
—X6 (Bar X Six) until at one.time it owned over 1,000 head of horses and 
was the largest saddle horse outfit of its kind in the world, handling over 10,000 
park visitors a year on the park trails. The advent of the automobile and the 
Going-to-the-Sun Road cut into this method of travel severely, and at the 
time the company ceased operations in 1942, they were not handling over 5,000 
persons per year. 


In 1924 when W. N. Noffsinger died, his son George W. Noffsinger took 
over and continued the business. The following summer he initiated what was 
known as the North Circle Trip, a five-day tour, with stops at tent camps 
or chalets, such as Hilligoss had established in 1911. Three permanent tent 
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camps were placed in operation at Fifty Mountain, Goathaunt (at the head 
of Waterton Lake), and at Crossley Lake on the Belly River. These camps 
coupled with Granite Park Chalets constituted a tour made up of five one- 
day rides, starting and ending at Many Glacier Hotel. Another camp was 
established at Red Eagle Lake in 1926 which, along with Going-to-the-Sun, 
Cut Bank and Two Medicine Chalets, furnished another camp-to-camp trip 
from Glacier Park Station (East Glacier) to Many Glacier, known as the 
“‘Inside Trail.’’ A third operated from Many Glacier to Sun Camp, to 
Sperry Chalets, Lake McDonald Hotel, Granite Park, and back to Many 
Glacier. These tours were very popular with both the saddle horse parties 
and the hikers, and were continued through 1942, after which all concessions 
closed down their operations because of World War II. On February 15, 1948 
when Mr. Noffsinger, president of the company, formally requested the Na- 
tional Park Service and the Department of the Interior to terminate his con- 
tract because of financial reverses, the Park Saddle Horse Company ended 
its noted and somewhat unique career. 


In 1946 and 1947 Mrs. Bernice Lewis of Browning, Montana operated the 
saddle horses in the park, and in 1948 she divided her territory with Roy W. 
Wessels of River Bend Ranch, West Glacier, Montana. Wessels took over the 
operation at Lake McDonald, leaving only the Many Glacier operation to Mrs. 
Lewis. In the meantime Bryant Graves had been operating from Glacier Park 
Station (Hast Glacier). Mrs. Lewis operated through 1950, when E. G. Well- 
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man, owner and operator of the Bear Creek Ranch near Essex, Montana, took 
over the saddle horse concessions in Glacier. In 1959 George Moore of Pablo, 
Montana took over the reins of the saddle horse concession and added a new 
operation at St. Mary. 


Motor Transportation 


The third type of visitor service in the park was motor transportation 
which, though slower to get under way than the saddle horses, nevertheless 
played a great part in increasing the use of the area. Although motorized 
public transportation did not make its appearance until 1914, prior to this 
there were a few horsedrawn stage lines to take park visitors from place to 
place. The first such venture of which we have record was Ed Dow’s buck- 
board stage from Belton to the foot of Lake McDonald. Later John Weight- 
man put in on the same run, a line of ‘‘fringe-topped’’ surreys which trans- 
ported passengers from the trains to the lake. 


In 1911 the first automobile appeared in Glacier National Park. The 
vehicle was owned by Frank Stoop, a garage man from Kalispell, founder 
of the present Stoop’s Garage, and it was driven by Frank Whalen, one of 
Stoop’s mechanics and later chief mechanic for the park. The party made 
their way to the end of the dirt road at Lake Five, about five miles from 
Belton, then followed the railroad tracks for the remainder of the journey. 


The first automobile to be driven over the newly opened road into Many 
Glacier was one carrying Louis W. Hill and party, of the Great Northern 
Railway, on August 7, 1914. This car was driven by Fred A. Noble, retired 
general manager of the Glacier Park Transportation Company. On August 17, 
just ten days later, a $1.00 entrance fee was collected from the auto of Levi 
Bird, quite probably the first auto fee collected in the park and certainly the 
first one in Many Glacier Valley. 


In the year 1912 the first transportation company was started on the 
eastern side of the park by the Brewster Brothers, headed by W. A. Brewster. 
This concession consisted of three horse-drawn stage coaches drawn by four 
horses each and operated between the rail head at Midvale (East Glacier) 
and the camps of Two Medicine, Cut Bank, St. Mary and Many Glacier. They 
made the trip to Many Glacier in two days with an overnight stop at St. Mary. 


The Brewsters, though, were soon destined to bow before modern trans- 
portation methods. In the spring of 1914 a rival company appeared on the 
scene, the newly organized ‘‘Glacier Park Transportation Company,’’ owned 
by Rowe Emery and backed by the White Motor Company. On April 24, 1914, 
this new company made application for and received permission to operate 
the sole passenger and freight concession within Glacier National Park. On 
June 5, 1914 they entered into their first official contract with the Department 
of the Interior, and the business was under way. 


72 


a 


Mr. Emery hired A. K. Holmes as manager of the company, imported ten 
buses, five touring cars, and a couple of trucks, all from the White Motor 
Company, and started operation in earnest, very effectively eliminating the 
Brewster Brothers from the transportation picture. These buses, primitive 
by present day standards, had stationary wooden tops supported by iron 
brackets and side curtains to keep out the rain and wind whenever necessary. 
Along the length of the buses on either side was a large wooden sign mounted 
on brackets—‘ Glacier Park Transportation Company.’’ These signs broke off 
on almost every trip and had to be replaced, so they were finally removed. 


The early days of this company 
were days of trials and tribulations. 
The first year, 1914, was relatively 
dry, but much of the new road up 
the eastern front of the range had 
to be repaired and in places the dips 
filled in to keep from tearing off the 
baggage racks on the rear of the 
long buses. But the venture was quite 
successful and business looked good. 
Then in 1915 came one of those sea- 
sons in which it rained almost every 
day. The roads became a sea of mud, 
and the buses had to be pulled across 
certain sections of the road with 
horses. Often they spent as much 
time off the road as on it, and the 
passengers arrived at their destina- 
tion muddy, seared, tired and wish- | OLD BUSES 
ing they were back home. It is to the credit of Mr. Holmes and his drivers 
that this operation was able to continue through the summer; although at 
times ready to give up, Emery was willing to give it one more try and in the 
end managed to make it through the season. With this experience behind them, 
the company, was ready for anything, continued to enlarge and soon covered 
the entire park. 


In the year 1927 Emery sold out to a new company, the Glacier Transport 
Company, owned by Mr. Howard H. Hays and associates. Mr. Hays, now a 
newspaper publisher in Riverside, California, had previously had transport 
experience in Yellowstone National Park, and also owned and operated the 
transportation company in Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks. This 
company continued to improve and enlarge and by 1930 was operating a fleet 
of over 65 buses in the park. At the present time Glacier Park Incorporated 
has the sole motor transportation concession in the park, and their fleet 
of large, red sight-seeing buses carry thousands of visitors over the park 
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roads cvery summer, continuing the traditions of safety and courtesy estab- 
lished by the owners and drivers in the early days when the going was at 
its worst. The Transport Company was sold by Hays and associates to the Gla- 
cier Park Company in 1957 (who sold it in turn to Glacier Park Incorporated 
in 1961.) 


Boat Operators 


The third method of commercial transportation in the park is by boat, 
which has afforded many hours of pleasure to the park visitors, as well as a 
useful means of transportation from one spot to another. Here, again, the first 
known boat transportation occurred on Lake McDonald, with the advent of 
Snyder’s steamboat, the F. I. Whitney in 1895, followed by Frank Kelly’s 
boats in 1906. The fleet of boats on Lake McDonald had increased to five by 1910. 


In 1911, the first year in which the park granted permits or concessions 
to operators, Messrs Denny and Kelly were given permits to operate three 
boats on Lake McDonald, carrying one hundred twenty-five, twenty-five, and 
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twenty-five persons respectively. At the same time one James T. Maher was 
given a permit to operate a forty-foot, twenty-passenger launch on St. Mary 
Lake, running from St. Mary to the camp at the site of the Going-to-the-Sun 
Chalets, near the upper end of the lake. The following year the Great No.thern 
was given a permit to operate two boats on St. Mary Lake, to supply and 
transport passengers to ‘‘Sun Camp.’’ The ‘‘Red Hagle’’ and the ‘‘Glacier,’’ 
each gas operated, thirty-two feet long and with a capacity of twenty-five 
persons each, started operation in June, 1912. In 1913 the ‘‘Red Eagle’’ was 
replaced by the ‘‘St. Mary,’’ a gas powered boat sixty-four feet long with a 
fourteen foot beam, capable of carrying seventy-five passengers from St. Mary 
to Sun Camp. This boat operated on St. Mary Lake until the opening of the 
Going-to-the-Sun Road, when it was retired from use. In 1951 it was sold to 
Bernard Rankin, then Superintendent of State Parks of Montana, and is now 
again in use hauling passengers on Flathead Lake. 


In 1914, a colorful character appeared on the boat scene in the park. 
When Captain ‘‘Billy’? Swanson, a boat builder and operator on Flathead 
Lake, decided that the pastures were a little greener in the park, he decided 
to take his boat, the sixty-foot ‘‘City of Polson’? up to Lake McDonald via 
the water route. After many trials and tribulations, the lesser of which in- 
cluded much hauling by shore lines, the boat finally reached the lake, having 
come all the way up the Flathead River and McDonald Creek by water. After 
reaching the lake, he added eleven feet to the boat’s length, renamed it the 
“‘Lewtana’’ and used it with the Kelly and Denny fleet. After Denny left, 
Swanson went into business with Kelly and Snyder on the Lake. 


Of all the park concessions, the boat operators present the most confus- 
ing picture, particularly during the 1920’s, with different companies, includ- 
ing the hotel company, operating on different lakes, and many of the operations 
were to change hands. 


In 1920 Captain Swanson, who had heretofore been operating with Kelly 
and Snyder on Lake McDonald, built a forty-passenger launch on Two Medi- 
cine Lake and put it into operation for the Hotel Company. By this time the 
Hotel Company was in the boat business on Two Medicine, St. Mary and Me 
Dermott (Swiftcurrent) Lakes, the latter only to the extent of renting row 
boats. Kelly continued his operation on Lake McDonald. 


In 1921 the boat concession on Lake McDonald was taken over from Frank 
Kelly by R. C. Abell, and consisted of three passenger boats, with Captain 
Swanson again back on the lake in charge of them. Abell only operated for 
three years, though, when he sold to the Glacier Park Transport Company, and 
Captain Anderson of Flathead Lake became manager of these boats. Swanson 
then obtained the boat concession on the east side of the park, with the ex- 
ception of the St. Mary, and started building launches for McDermott Lake 
at Many Glacier. 
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In 1927 and 1928, Captain Swanson built, for the Glacier Park Hotel 
Company, the launch ‘‘International’’ which was put into service on Waterton 
Lake in the summer of 1928. This boat, seventy-three feet long with a sixteen 
foot beam, carried two engines operating twin screws, and was capable of 
carrying two hundred and fifty passengers. This largest of the park launches 
is still operating on Waterton-Lake from the town of Waterton. in Alberta, 
to the southern end of the lake, in Glacier National Park. 


In 1938 Swanson sold his interest in the Swanson Boat Company to Arthur 
J. Burch, of Kalispell, and Captain Anderson. The operation then became 
known as the Glacier Park Boat Company; then as today, it operated the boats 
on Two Medicine and Swifteurrent Lakes. In 1946 the interests of Mrs. Mel- 
anie Anderson, Captain Anderson’s widow, were assigned to Arthur Burch, 
leaving him sole owner of the Company. By this time there were three major 
boat operators in the park: The Glacier Park Boat Company; The Glacier 
Park Hotel Company, operating the Launch International on Waterton Lake; 
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and The Glacier Park Transport Company, operating the row boats and the 
Launch ‘‘DeSmet,’’ on Lake McDonald. In the summer of 1953 the Glacier 
Park Transport Company sold their interests on Lake McDonald to Arthur 
M. Burch (son of the owner of the Glacier Park Boat Company) and Ray- 
mond L. Simpson. 


This new operation on Lake McDonald became the Lake McDonald Boat 
Company, operating only on this lake until 1957 when they expanded to in- 
clude St. Mary Lake. In 1956 Stan-Craft built in Kalispell, Montana, the hull 
for a new excursion launch, which was thirty-eight feet in length with a ten 
foot beam. Burch and Simpson completed the interior and superstructure to 
accommodate forty passengers. The new launch ‘‘Red Hagle’’ is powered by 
two gas-driven engines with twin screws. In October, 1958 Arthur Burch 
assumed the interests of Ray Simpson and became the sole owner and oper- 
ator of the Lake McDonald Boat Company. 


Park Visitation 


It is hard to say just when this area first assumed its role as a major 
recreational attraction. Many of the early explorers may have considered their 
journeys into these mountains as a recreational activity, while to others it 
probably was a lot of hard work. But we do know that with the coming of 
the Great Northern Railway the area, particularly around Lake McDonald, 
became a major attraction to people from the east, encouraged no doubt by 
the tales and writings of such people as Dr. Lyman B. Sperry, George Bird 
Grinnell, and James Willard Schultz. 


We have no way of knowing how many people entered the area prior to 
1911, for no methods of counting them were in existence and no one was par- 
ticularly interested in doing so. But by 1900 the business of catering to the 
wants of these visitors was a big business and has continued to increase 
in size, year by year, ever since. 


Name Changes 


Such a growth in use of anvarea not only brings with it wealth and bene- 
ifits to those who supply the needs of visitors, but it also brings its ‘‘ growing 
pains,’’ and its unusual or unexpected turn of events. One of these unexpected 
turns resulted from such a simple matter as changing the name of a town. 


In 1934 and 1935 the residents of the town of Belton, at the western 
entrance to the park, wishing to identify themselves more closely with the 
park, made a concerted effort to have the name ‘‘Belton’’ changed to ‘‘ West 
Glacier.’’ This was backed by the National Park Service and had the support 
of the president of the Great Northern Railway. A petition was drawn up and 
signed by the residents, but for some reason there was a lack of followup 
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action and the movement died. At the same time there was some discussion 
relative to changing the name of Glacier Park Station, formerly Midvale, to 
East Glacier, for similar reasons. This change was discouraged by the park 
superintendent and nothing further was done on it. 


Again in 1949, this time headed by the Columbia Falls newspaper ‘‘ Hungry 
Horse News,’’ and the West Glacier Lions Club, the change was again brought 
up and carried through, changing the name of Belton to ‘‘ West Glacier,’’ effect- 
ive October 1, 1949. But this time the Great Northern did not go along with 
the idea, and the town ended up with two names; the post office and that 
portion north of the railroad tracks becoming West Glacier, and the railroad 
depot and that portion of the old townsite south of the tracks remaining as 
Belton. From here on things began to get complicated. 


The following year, Glacier Park Station, wishing to create a correspond- 
ing name on the east side of the park, changed its name to ‘‘ Hast Glacier Park,”’ 
which shortened locally to become ‘‘East Glacier.’’ Here again, the railroad 
refused to coneur and retained the name of Glacier Park Station for their 
station. This immediately caused confusion in the park, for the cabin camp and 
campground at Roes Creek, on St. Mary Lake, had been officially called East 
Glacier, so that name came up for revision. When park officials, at Ed Beatty’s 
suggestion, finally settled on the name ‘‘Rising Sun’’ for the development at 
Roes Creek, things settled down to an even keel again, except in the minds of 
those who resided in or who had visited the area previously. To them the change 
will not be reconciled for many years, but in time all will again be serene. 


Famous Visitors to the Area 


Any area open to public use, particularly one of national significance, is 
sooner or later visited by one or more people of some degree of national or 
international fame. Of these, Glacier has had several whose claim to fame has 
had world-wide recognition. One of the first of these internationally known 
figures was Lincoln Ellsworth, who later was the guiding financial genius for 
the Amundsen polar expedition of 1926. Ellsworth first visited the park in 
1911; for about a month he traveled over the area accompanied by Ranger 
James C. Graves. He returned in 1912, and again in the summer of 1926, when 
Captain Roald Amundsen, the famed North Pole flier, and his crew from the 
dirigible ‘‘Norge,’’ stopped briefly at Glacier Park Station, on their way from 
Alaska, following their successful flight over the north pole. The flight from 
Nome, over the north pole and down to Alaska was one of the famous polar 
flights, and the first successful one over the pole. With the captain and his 
erew was Lincoln Ellsworth. 


Also in the year 1926, on November 8, Queen Marie of Rumania stopped 
briefly at Glacier Park Station on her way west and was welcomed by a large 
aggregation of Blackfeet Indians. Their ceremony was conducted entirely by 
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the Indians, the only white persons participating in any way being the mem- 
bers of the Queen’s own party. In a circle of Indian tepees on the lawn of the 
Glacier Park Hotel, with the snow-capped mountains of the park as a back- 
drop, the Queen, Princess Ileana, and Prince Nicholas were adopted into the 
Blackfeet tribe, given appropriate Indian names, and were presented with 
buckskin garments and war bonnets. Following the ceremony, Superintendent 
and Mrs. Kraebel were presented to the Queen and her party. 


The next notable visit was that of President Franklin D. Roosevelt on 
August 5, 1934. On the morning of August 5, the President and his official 
party entered the park at Belton, well escorted by police, park rangers and 
secret service men, were taken over the Going-to-the-Sun Road to St. Mary. 
From there the party went south to the Two Medicine Chalets where the Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Roosevelt, and Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes were in- 
ducted into the Blackfeet Indian tribe. Following this the President made 
one of his famous fireside radio broadcasts from the chalet, and was then taken 
to Glacier Park Station where he boarded his special train for Washineten, 
D. C. This was the first time that a president of the United States had visited 
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Glacier National Park. While on his trip through the park, the Blackfeet In- 
dians also gave the President a peace pipe, supposedly the one that had been 
used to seal the treaty of 1855 between the United States and the Blackfeet 
Nation at Judith Basin, Montana. 


CROWN PRINCE OLAF AND PRINCESS MARTHA OF NORWAY 


In 1939 royalty again visited: Glacier National Park, when Crown Prince 
Olay and Princess Martha of Norway visited the park from June 3 through 
June 5. This same year Associate Justice — later Chief Justice — Harlan 
Stone and his wife spent a two-week vacation in the park and were inducted 
into the Blackfeet tribe, as were many other notables. While in the park, Mrs. 
Stone did many paintings, several of which were exhibited in New York. 


Although not actually a park visitor, the second president to pass by the 
area was Harry S. Truman who, on the evening of September 30, 1952, stopped 
briefly at West Glacier and talked to the people of the community. Mr. Truman 
was accompanied by his daughter Margaret, and several other notables. He was 
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making the last official trip of his term of cffice, campaigning for his unsue- 
cessful candidate for president, Governor Stevenson of Illinois. Over two-hun- 
dred people, along with the Columbia Falls High School Band, were present 
to hear him speak. 


NOTABLE FOREST FIRES 


Nothing has a more devastating effect than a forest fire upon a forested 
area and also upon the minds of the people concerned with protecting such 
an area. Throughout the history of mankind, fire, when controlled, has been 
his benefactor, when uncontrolled, it has been his greatest scourge. Forested 
areas throughout the world contain records, written and unwritten, of forest 
fires that swept over vast areas leaving nothing behind but blackened ruins 
which Nature patiently set about to restore. Such is the story of the forested 
areas in Glacier National Park; contained within the written records are the 
stories of a number of disastrous fires and fire-years that even yet cause men 
to shudder when they look back upon them. 


One of the worst fire-years in the history of the Pacifie Northwest was 
1910 when hundreds of thousands of acres of forest were burning at the same 
time. Extremely dry weather, high winds, and lightning storms had made 
torches out of thousands of square miles of virgin forest in Washington, north- 
ern Idaho, and western Montana. And of the fires, Glacier National Park 
received its share. Although the park had just been created and Major Logan 
had been sent in from the Indian Service to set up an organization to administer 
it, practically all his time until the fall rains came was diverted into attempt- 
ing to control these devastating fires. There was no firefighting organization 
then, as we know it now, little equipment, few trails and no roads. Every- 
thing had to be done the hard way, and there were too few people to do it. 
With fires cropping up all over the western slopes of the mountain ranges, it 
is no wonder that over 100,000 acres of the park burned over. 


The major conflagration, caused mainly by dry-lghtning storms, con- 
sisted of 23,000 acres below Kintla Creek, extending from Ford Creek to the 
Canadian boundary and from the Flathead River to the mountains. Because 
of a careless camper another 8,000 acres burned around the foot of Bowman 
Lake; this area extended from a point about two miles down the creek from 
the lake, up both shores to the foot of the mountains. ‘‘Spot fires’’ from fires 
across the North Fork, on the Whitefish Range, accounted for another 19,000 
acres including almost all of the lower reaches of Camas, Dutch and Ana- 
conda Creeks. 7,600 acres burned over above Nyack, across the river from 
Garry Lookout, and 4,000 acres went up in smoke at Red Eagle, from unknown 
causes, as well as dozens of others of a lesser extent throughout the western 
slopes of the park. This same siege of fires saw the Upper Ole Creek drainage, 
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Fielding and the southeastern corner of the park as far as Midvale (East 
Glacier Park) also burned over. 


As is usually the case, bad fire-years occur only periodically, with little 
or no set pattern. It was not until 1920 that the park was again beset with 
conditions of weather that caused any extensive forest fires. In that year 
there were three badly burned areas, including between 1,500 and 2,000 acres 
on Duteh Creek, 150 to 200 acres on Lineoln Creek and 200 to 300 acres on 
Huckleberry Mountain. By this time the park had a much better firefighting 
organization than in earlier days and undoubtedly much better control over 
those fires that did get started. 


The year 1926 saw the next bad fire-year, reportedly the worst since 1910. 
Fires began in the park in May and continued until mid-August. Director 
Albright came out to the park and personally took charge of the fire situation 
during the month of August. Over seven hundred men were employed in 
twenty-five fire camps at one time. During this time twenty-three fires burned 
over a total of 50,000 acres, the worst being one that buried the forested Apgar 
Mountain-Lake McDonald area. Although another 300-acre blaze near Lake 
McDermott (Swiftcurrent) threatened to be equally as serious, but it was 
finally controlled. 


The year 1929 was dry and potentially dangerous for fire, but the park 
had been relatively lucky, with no fires of any consequence. Then, on August 
16, a slash fire, burning on private logging operations between eight and ten 
miles outside the park boundary, near Columbia Falls, escaped from its 
bounds under high winds and low humidity conditions, and the famous Half- 
moon Fire of 1929 was underway. It overran the logging crews of the Half- 
moon Lumber Company and forest crews were sent to stop the fire. Carrying 
as a crown fire across portions of the Flathead and Blackfeet National Forests, 
on August 21 it jumped the North Fork of the Flathead River into the park, 
near its southwestern corner. From there the fire spread rapidly eastward, 
on both sides of the Middle Fork of the Flathead River toward Belton and 
Lake McDonald. By some miracle of fate, it missed Park Headquarters, Belton 


and most of Apgar, but continued eastward almost to Nyack before being 
stopped. 


All fire control agencies in the northwest were called in on this fire and 
personnel came from all over the United States. Fire Control Expert John 
Coffman, of the National Park Service, arrived on the 22nd and _ personally 
took charge of the park organization, but before it was over the park lost over 
50,000 acres of fine forest, of which about 10,000 acres was a heavy stand of 
reproduction from previous burns. The entire fire burned, both inside and 
outside the park, approximately 103,000 acres at a total cost of over $300,000., 
$244,000 of which was expended by Glacier National Park. Those who drive 
along the road between West Glacier and the foot of Lake McDonald today 
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do not see the devastation wrought by this fire, as the old burn is being rapidly 
replaced by a thriving crop of lodgepole pine, replacing the majestic stand 
of redcedars and hemlock that were there prior to 1929. 


1935 saw two other devastating fires, at the same time at opposite ends 
of the park. The first, the Kennedy Creek Fite, started on August 6 by a 
spark from a campfire on Kennedy Creek (Otatso Creek), several miles inside 
the park boundary. Under a high wind it spread rapidly to the east burning 
out the lower reaches of the Kennedy Creek Valley, including the Kennedy 
Creek Ranger Station buildings and spread out onto the Blackfeet Indian 
Reservation. 555 acres were burned in the park and 2,654 acres on Indian lands. 


The day following the start of the Kennedy Creek Fire, a lightning 
strike started another fire on Boundary Creek, almost on the Canadian Line, 
west of Waterton Lake. Crews reached the fire and had it under control until, 
on August 9, high winds took it over the control lines and on its way toward 
Waterton Lake and the town of Waterton in Alberta. When finally stopped 
by the cooperative effort of both Glacier and Waterton crews, it was within 
one and one-half miles of the town and had burned 988 acres in Glacier and 
1,244 acres in Waterton National Park, including the timber on about two 
and a half miles of the shore line of Waterton Lake. 


One of the most disastrous fires in the history of the park, with the pos- 
sible exception of the Halfmoon Fire of 1929, was the Heavens Peak Fire of 
August 1936. On August 19 lightning struck a tree on the southeastern 
shoulder of Heavens Peak, known as the Glacier Wall, and started a small 
fire. When the smoke was discovered on August 21, men were sent out to sup- 
press the fire, but the precipitous nature of the terrain made it very difficult 
to control; it had reached an area of approximately 200 acres before the spread 
was stopped. Everything was going fine, and the fire was thought to be under 
control, when, on August 31, high winds came up and the fire flared up, 
jumped the control lines and started for Granite Park and Swiftcurrent Pass. 
The following day it reached Granite Park and that evening, by 8:00 o’clock, 
crossed Swiftcurrent Pass and was roaring down the Many Glacier Valley, a 
rolling wall of flame. Within a matter of hours it reached and passed the 
Many Glacier Hotel, which it spared; but it burned out most of the Swift- 
current cabins, the government ranger station, the museum and other buildings 
on Swifteurrent Lake. A change in the wind and weather stopped the blaze 
before it had a chance to go much farther, and fire fighting crews were then 
able to move in and take steps to prevent its further spread and damage. This 
fire burned approximately 7,500 acres and, from the standpoint of the park 
visitor, was the most devastating fire in the park, as it completely denuded 
one of the most beautiful valleys in the park and partially stripped another, 
both of which were on main traveled routes or visitor concentration areas. 


The next bad fire-year occurred in 1940, when dry lightning storms 
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set over twenty fires, several of which reached project proportions. The largest 
on Nyack Creek, burned over 420 acres, while the next largest, above Bowman 
Lake, burned approximately 300 acres. Many other smaller blazes at the same 
time taxed the firefighting strength of the park and required outside aid from 
those agencies who could spare men from their own fires. 


It was not until 1945 that another bad fire burned within the park bound- 
aries. In this year the Curly Bear Fire burned over 280 acres just below the 
lookout station on Curly Bear Mountain. This lightning-caused fire cost 
the park $14,636 to suppress. 


More than a decade passed before the next major fire occurred in the 
park. 1958 was the last of the bad fire-years when approximately 3,000 acres 
burned over in thirty-three fires, of which twenty-six were caused by lightning, 
the remainder by man. The largest of the fires was the Coal Creek Fire which 
burned 2,534 acres. This was a man-caused fire that cost the park $219,801 
for manpower, equipment and other expenditures. The use of borate solution, 
sprayed by airplanes, kept this blaze from being more disastrous than it was. 


Most of the fires in 1958 occurred during the month of August when the 
area was continually besieged with dry lightning storms. With many fires burn- 
ing at one time, the manpower was spread very thin over the park fighting 
fires from a negligible size up to the Razoredge Mountain Fire of 153 acres 
in addition to the Coal Creek Fire. The total expenditure for fire suppression 
during the year was $254,846.13. 


The above-mentioned fires were not the only bad ones, but represent the 
worst fire conditions through the years. Such conditions will undoubtedly 
arise again and again, but with increased knowledge and better fire equip- 
ment man is slowly making headway in his battle to control and prevent the 
recurrence of such catastrophies as occurred in 1929, 1936 and 1958. 


ROADS AND TRAILS 
Early Road Builders 


The earliest roads in Glacier National Park were built just prior to the 
turn of the century, during the late 1890’s. At this point, we are using the term 
‘‘road’’ quite loosely, for those early roads were little more than ‘‘routes’’ 
over which it was possible to take a team and wagon to haul supplies from the 
railroad to a nearby settlement. Most of them grew out of necessity rather 
than planning, and followed the paths of least resistance. 


One of the earliest was the route, cleared between the village of Belton 
and the foot of Lake McDonald, over which Snyder hauled his steamboat in 
1895, and over which Dow’s buckboards bounced and plunged hauling visitors 
from the railroad depot to Apgar on their way to the head of the lake. Oldtimers 
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speak of the dense forest of large redcedar trees that covered the Apgar Flats 
through which this road wound, taking one’s mind off the condition of the 
trip with their primitive beauty. 


In 1901, with the start of oil drilling activity at Kintla Lake, the Butte 
Oil Company extended this road some forty miles to the foot of Kintla Lake, 
over the same general route as the present North Fork Road. Here, again, one 
must stretch his imagination to picture it as a road, according to present day 
standards. No grading was done, and no bridges were built. Corduroy (short 
pieces of log laid crosswise) was placed across the worst mud holes, and the 
necessary trees were cut to allow the wagons to pass. That was the first North 
Fork Road. But in spite of this, the road was built, and most of the heavy 
machinery for the well at Kintla Lake was hauled over it during the first summer. 


This road was little improved over the next ten years, until the estab- 
lishment of the park in 1910. One of Major Logan’s first jobs as superinten- 
dent of the park was to rebuild and macadamize or hard surface the road be- 
tween Belton and Lake MeDonald, and start construction of a continuation 
around the lake toward the proposed headquarters area at the mouth of Fish 
Creek. The Belton-Apgar section was completed in 1912 and the Fish Creek 
Road in 1913, giving for the first time a good roadway from the railroad to the 
lake. In 1915 work was started on the rebuilding of the North Fork Road, and 
by the end of the summer it was practically completed to the top of McGee 
Hill. This road was soon completed to Logging Creek and later to Polebridge, 
opening up the North Fork of the Flathead to much easier methods of travel. 


Almost coincident with the start of the Belton-Apgar Road was the estab- 
lishment of a freight road from Fort Browning into the Many Glacier Valley, 
to supply the mining camps and new boom town of Altyn. Here, again, ne- 
cessity was the motivating factor, and the road followed the path of least 
resistance, but in this case the open prairie-like country afforded much easier 
access, except during wet weather. Evidences of many of these olden-day 
freight roads may still be found, usually consisting only of a few weed-choked 
ruts through the brush thickets—mute evidence of the transportation diffi- 
culties of those times. 


In 1911, when the Great Northern Railway started to build its hotels and 
chalets along the eastern side of the park, they immediately ran into trans- 
portation difficulties. Tons of lumber and other building materials, boilers for 
heating plants, supplies and equipment of all kinds had to be hauled into 
these mountain valleys for the construction of these large hotels. And follow- 
ing the construction of accommodations, the visitors had to be transported to 
them. 


Because the administration of the park was being carried on with a 
minimum of funds, which did not permit any extensive road construction, the 
Great Northern stepped into the breach and went ahead at their own expense 
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to construct the roads and trails needed for the necessary visitor transporta- 
tion at that time. In 1911 they contracted for the first construction on a road 
from Midvale (East Glacier Park) to Many Glacier, the predecessor of the 
present Blackfeet Highway, under an agreement with the Department of the 
Interior. Work on this road was pushed along and in 1913, on August 7, the 
first automobile was driven over it to McDermott Lake; it carried the presi- 
dent of the Great Northern Railway, Louis W. Hill, and his party. This road 
opened up the route to Many Glacier, following the new construction to St. 
Mary, and from there the old freight road into Many Glacier, which had been 
improved enough to allow for heavier traffic. 


The following year rebuilding was carried on toward Many Glacier, with the 
United States Reclamation Service completing the section between Babb and 
the site of their dam on Sherburne Lake, at the park boundary. The Department 
of the Interior completed reconstruction of the St. Mary-Babb section in 1915 
and carried on to complete the final section to Many Glacier within the next 
few years. 


This road from Midvale to Many Glacier was unsurfaced but well graded, 
and in dry weather was very easy to negotiate. But after a period of heavy 
rains this prairie mud would be nearly impossible to cross. Mr. A. K. Holmes, 
then general manager of the newly formed Glacier Park Transportation Com- 
pany, writes that since their first year, 1914, was dry the company did very 
well, but that the year 1915 was a different story. It was rainy—rain almost 
every day— and the Milk River Flats became a virtual sea of mud. Jack 
Galbreath, who owned an eight-horse team, camped on this flat that summer 
and pulled the cars through the mud, which sometimes came up almost to 
the doors of those open-sided White buses. The sidehill sections were as slick 
as grease and the vehicles often spent as much time off the road as on it. This 
period developed a group of exceedingly skillful drivers but sorely taxed the 
patience and ingenuity of the owner, Mr. Emery. It is to his credit that he 
stayed with the job and continued to develop the company toward its present- 
day organization. But those who experienced these years of trial will not 
soon forget them. 


Before long gravel was placed on the surface of this road and the worst 
sections repaired so that bad weather would not be too much of a hindrance, 
but repairs and maintenance were carried on continually. The Great Northern, 
in order to keep these eastside roads and trails available for the necessary 
visitor travel, continued to spend a considerable amount of money for main- 
tenance, some of which was returned to them later by the Federal Government 
as funds were made available for this purpose. It is to the everlasting credit 
of these pioneer concessioners and the far-sightedness of Mr. Hill of the Great 
Northern Railway that visitor accommodations and transportation facilities 
were made available to people on the eastern slopes of the park in such a short 
time. Appropriations to administer the park were very limited and hard to 
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obtain, and had this development been obliged to wait for the Federal funds, 
it would have been many years making its appearance. 


The eastside road from the railhead at Midvale to Many Glacier, with 
the necessary side roads to Two Medicine and Cutbank Chalets, continued to 
serve the visitor for many years. Then, in 1924, action was initiated for the 
construction of a hardsurfaced road from Glacier Park Station to the Canadian 
boundary, a distance of approximately fifty-four miles. This road along with 
the necessary feeder roads into the park constituted what is now known as 
the Blackfeet Highway. 


Work on the Blackfeet Highway itself, started in 1926 by the Bureau of 
Public Roads with 100% federal-aid money, continued to completion in 1929. 
The Two Medicine Road was constructed between 1925 and 1929, and the Babb- 
Many Glacier reconstruction was completed with the opening of the bridge at 
the outlet of Swiftcurrent Lake in 1930. Then, for the first time, the red buses 
were able to forget the ever-present threat of mud and slippery roads on their 
daily run from Glacier Park Station. 


The only remaining section of the eastside highway system was the so- 
called ‘‘Kennedy Creek Cutoff,’’ later renamed the ‘‘Chief Mountain Interna- 
tional Highway.’’ Major construction was started on this in 1934 and it was 
opened to travel on June 14, 1936, although the surfacing was not completed 
at this time. This highway afforded the first direct connection between Glacier 
National Park and its sister area, Waterton Lakes National Park, immediately 
across the border in Alberta. Now this is one of the popular drives from either 
park and a main route of travel for people crossing the border in the summer 
months. 


Let us pause and take a look at the transportation picture as it existed at 
the time of the completion of the Blackfeet Highway on the east side in 1929. 
Here we have a rugged mountain range, crossed at Marias Pass by the railroad, 
and at various places along its length by trails. A surfaced road leads north 
from the railroad at Glacier Park Station to the Canadian boundary, with 
short feeder roads into the lower east side valleys. 


On the west side a road extended up the North Fork of the Flathead and 
construction crews pushed toward the summit of Logan Pass on the Going-to- 
the-Sun Road. However, travel from one side of the park to the other had to 
be transported on railroad cars between Belton and Glacier Park Station; hence 
there was very little of what we now eall ‘‘transcontinental travel’’ through 
the park. 


This situation complicated even the administration of the park so that a 
sub-headquarters was set up at Glacier Park Station to administer the eastern 
slopes, thereby effectively cutting the area in two. A warehouse, machine shop 
and the other necessary offices were established there at the location of the 
present Glacier Park Ranger Station, in East Glacier Park. 
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By June 20, 1930, the last two contracts for U. 8S. Highway 2 across 
the mountains immediately south of the park were completed and the ‘‘Roose- 
velt Highway’’ was officially opened for travel on July 19, with dedication 
ceremonies at Marias Pass on August 23. For the first time a coast-to-coast 
route was opened through the area, allowing more visitors to reach the park 
without having to back-track to get back on the main routes of travel. This 
road also made the administration of the park more simple and made available 
for the first time a much wider use of automobiles by the National Park 
Service. 


GOING-TO-THE-SUN ROAD 


The Going-to-the-Sun Road, named by Park Naturalist George C. Ruhle 
in 1929, is the only trans-mountain road within the boundaries of the park. 
It gives the visitor who is unable to get into the back country on the trails, 
a cross section of the beauties and scenery offered by the higher peaks and 
passes in the range, a view marred only by the man-made scars necessary for 
such an accomplishment. This road, extending from West Glacier at the 
western entrance to St. Mary on the eastern side, is a marvel of engineering 
accomplishment. This wide, two-laned, surfaced road was literally carved out 
of the precipitous rock mountainsides for approximately twelve miles of its 
fifty-mile length. This road crosses the Continental Divide on Logan Pass at 
an elevation of 6,664 feet, a rise of approximately 3,000 feet in elevation in 
the last nine miles of the climb up the west side. 


From the time the park was established, various park superintendents had 
recommended a trans-mountain road, their interest motivated by a desire 
for easier administration as well as by the feasibility of a scenic route for 
the visitors to travel. As a result of these requests, in 1916 T. Warren Allen, 
an engineer for the Bureau of Public Roads, was sent to make a reconnaissance 
of the desired route over the mountains, and in so doing became the first 
engineer to make a report upon the feasibility of such a road. As a result 
of his report, preliminary surveys were made in 1917 and 1918, following the 
same route as the present road as far as Trapper (Logan) Creek. From there 
the original survey followed up Trapper Creek directly toward the summit 
of Logan Pass, using a minimum grade of eight per cent (as compared to 
the present average of five and one-half per cent) on a series of fifty-foot radius 
switchbacks. Under this survey, Congress, in 1921, appropriated the first money 
for construction, a total of $100,000, to be expended under contracts on the 
section from the foot to the head of Lake McDonald, including a spur to the 
present Lake McDonald Ranger Station. 


Further preliminary survey work was carried on in 1918; and in 1919 
the first actual work was done on the road by John KE. Lewis, owner of the 
Lewis Hotel at the head of Lake McDonald. He spent over $3,000 that summer 
cutting three and one-half miles of right-of-way along Lake McDonald, grad- 
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ing two miles of road and building three bridges. His work continued through 
1920, but was necessarily slow because of the lack of proper equipment. 


On August 16, 1921, the first actual construction contract, other than that 
done by John Lewis, in the mid-1890’s, was awarded for completion of this 
section to the head of Lake McDonald, under the original $100,000 appropri- 
ation. By the summer of 1922, this section was cleared and graded; and in 
July another contract was awarded for seven additional miles, carrying the 
road to Avalanche Creek by 1924. This was the end of the road for several 
years, as far as visitor traffic was concerned, but with the development of the 
camping area there, many people visited this spot and the nearby Avalanche 
Lake. 


Further appropriations in 1923-24 enabled work to be started on the 
eastern end of the road, from St. Mary almost to (Going-to-the-Sun) Sun 
Point, as well as on the section between Avalanche campground and Logan 
Creek, at the foot of the pass. The contractor on this latter section, however, 
did not complete his contract as specified, and the National Park Service was 
forced to take over and complete the job on a force-account basis. 


Not being satisfied with the surveyed location of the road up Logan Creek, 
Park Superintendent Kraebel and Director Mather persuaded the Bureau 
of Public Roads to re-survey the entire route between the completed portions. 
In September 1924, Engineer Frank A. Kittridge of the Bureau was put in 
charge of this survey. During that fall, Kittridge and his crew went over 
the entire route, fighting bad weather, storms and icy cliffs until the middle 
of November. Before spring the job was approved on Kittridge’s (present) 
location and bids were let for construction of the remaining twelve miles to 
the pass from the west side. 


During this same winter, 1924-25, the National Park Service and the 
Bureau of Public Roads reached an agreement whereby the Bureau took over 
the engineering supervision of this entire construction job. From year to year 
more and more of the construction supervision on park roads was taken over 
by the Bureau. By the summer of 1927 practically all of the park road con- 
struction program had been placed in their charge. 


With the taking over of construction by the Bureau of Public Roads, a 
decision was reached that all funds would be spent on the west side, as far 
as was practical to do so, in order to complete the road to Logan Pass in the 
shortest possible time. By this time there were nine miles completed on the 
east side and eighteen and one-half miles on the west side, leaving an uncom- 
pleted gap between Logan Creek and the vicinity of (Going-to-the-Sun) Sun 
Point. 


The final section on the west side, from Logan Creek to the summit of 
Logan Pass, was the most difficult section of the entire road. This section was 
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awarded for $869,145, or approximately $71,000 per mile, not including the 
surfacing and further guardrail work, which brought the total cost to al- 
most $80,000 per mile. Grading was completed to the pass by October 20, 1928, 
but the road was not opened to the public until the following summer. During 
the height of this job the contractor employed an average total of 225 men, 
operating out of five to six camps, and it was estimated that he used approxi- 
mately one pound of dynamite for each cubic yard of material removed in con- 
struction of this road. 


In June of 1929 the road’s opening to Logan Pass from the west caused 
a sudden increase in park travel of approximately 18,000 people, most of whom 
eame through the western entrance on their way to the pass. At this time 
also, Park Naturalist George C. Ruhle suggested the name ‘‘Going-to-the-Sun 
Road’’ for the new road, a suggestion which was adopted by the National 
Park Service. With the exception of roadside cleanup, a certain amount of 
resurfacing, sloping and other relatively minor jobs, the west side road was 
now completed. 


Further contracts were awarded for the uncompleted sections on the 
eastern slopes of the mountains, and work was carried on toward the road’s 
completion. The last major construction on the road was completed in Sep- 
tember 1932, with the exception of the east side tunnel, which was not holed 
through until October 19. On September 38, 1932, Director Horace Albright 
headed a party on an inspection tour of the entire road, starting at Lake 
McDonald Hotel and driving to Logan Pass. From there they proceeded over 
the construction job to the east side tunnel, as yet unfinished, walked around 
that to the other end and took another car to the Glacier Park Hotel. Grading 
was not completed on this last section of the road until the summer of 1933, 
just in time to let traffic through for the dedication ceremonies. 


In order to open the road officially, dedication ceremonies were planned 
for July 15, 1933, immediately following the opening of the road to public 
use on July 11. The ceremony was carefully arranged and served to commem- 
orate three events: the opening of the road, the placing of a plaque on Logan 
Pass in honor of Stephen T. Mather, and the first anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park. 


DEDICATION CEREMONIES AT LOGAN PASS 


The event was attended by nearly 5,000 people, including over 150 In- 
dians of the Blackfeet, Flathead and Kootenai tribes. Among the distinguished 
guests and speakers were the Governor of Montana, United States Senators 
Burton K. Wheeler and W. A. Buchanan, and former Congressman Scott 
Leavitt. Probably the most colorful portion of the ceremony was the part 
enacted by the Indians, who attended with the intent to affirm a peace be- 
tween tribes that had formerly been bitter enemies, but which in recent years 
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DEDICATION CEREMONY AT LOGAN PASS FOR THE OPENING OF THE GOING-TO-THE-SUN ROAD 


had let the fires of animosity die without any official sharing of peaceable 
intentions. 

The ardor and sincerity on the part of the Indians was not a bit damp- 
ened by an automobile accident on the way to the pass that took the lives 
of two of their members. At the meeting were many Indian notables, including 
Kustata, ancient chief of the Kootenais, and eighty-year-old Duncan McDonald, 
after whom Lake McDonald was named. Also present was Two-Guns White 
Calf of the buffalo nickel fame and son of the last great chief of the Black- 
feet nation. Colorful tepees were erected in the pass to house the Indians 
who, at the appointed time put on a very colorful and moving pageant de- 
picting the events leading up to this moment, and ending with the smoking 
of the pipe of peace and the exchanging of gifts, to signify that the tribes 
were now at peace forever. A more interesting and colorful ceremony has 
never been enacted within the boundaries of Glacier National Park. 


Opening of the road to the public on July 11, 1933, did not mark the 
end of work to be done on the road, as there still remained to be done a con- 
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siderable amount of surfacing, re-grading, guardrail installing, roadside clean- 
up and the like. By the end of 1935 construction costs, from Belton to 
St. Mary had reached almost $3,000,000, nearly one-third of which was spent 
on the twelve-mile section between Logan Creek and the summit of the pass. 
Today when one drives over this road, a modern two-lane roadway literally 
carved out of solid rock thousands of feet up on a precipitous mountain side, 
he cannot help but wonder how it was built at any cost. 
The Park Trails 

Much of this early park history is woven around the use of or search for 
routes across the mountain range. The old Indian trails were not much as 
we think of park trails today; but they did follow well-defined routes and were 
often deeply worn by heavy use. But because of the nature of the terrain and 
the heavily timbered valleys, trails were almost always a prime necessity if 
one were to travel from one place to another through these mountain passes. 


Very little actual trail construction was undertaken prior to the estab- 
lishment of the park. We have a record of Mrs. Nat Collins (The Cattle Queen) 
working the Indian trail over Swiftcurrent Pass in 1883, to make it possible 
for her pack animals to reach her prospect site on Cattle Queen Creek. Then 
in 1890 Lieutenant George P. Ahern constructed a trail of sorts to take his 
party over Ahern Pass; throughout the trip he was cutting out trail in the 
heavily timbered valleys through which he passed. Dr. Sperry’s trail from 
Lake McDonald to Sperry Glacier and over Gunsight Pass, constructed in 
1902 and 1903 by college boys from Minnesota, was probably the first organ- 
ized trail-building effort in the park. 

With the coming of the park, trail building began in earnest, for patrols 
had to be made, cabins had to be built in the back country, and all the valleys 
and passes had to be traversed by trails in order to increase the efficient ad- 
ministration of the area as well as to allow park visitors to reach the back 
country. One of the first bits of reconstruction came about in a rather un- 
usual manner. In May 1910, Chief Clerk Ukker of the Department of the In- 
terior arrived in the park to make an inspection trip and hired Josiah Rogers 
and his string of horses to pack him through the park. Toward the end of 
the trip, Ukker expressed a desire to cross Swifteurrent Pass, which Rogers 
refused to do that early in the season. After much haggling, Rogers finally 
consented to take him over, provided that Ukker sign an agreement to pay $100 
for each horse lost in the attempt. The details were worked out, the agreement 
signed, and the party took off for the pass. The trip turned out to be relatively 
uneventful, but it must have been quite a strain on Ukker’s nerves, for upon 
his return to Washington he set the wheels in motion for reconstruction of 
this trail. In 1913 it was one of the first trails rebuilt under park appropria- 
tions. The new trail consisted of three and one-half miles of switchbacks on 
the east side of the pass, and was promptly dubbed ‘‘Galens Ladder’’ for 
James Galen who was then Superintendent of the park. This trail was relo- 
cated later, making three routes in all over the pass. 
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This same summer, work was started on other trails in various sections 
of the park, pushing on up the valleys and over the passes; by 1918 many of 
the major trails of today were completed. The Great Northern Railway, in 
line with its policy of aiding the construction of roads and trails in these early 
days of the park, also contracted for the building of the Mt. Henry trail, 
from Glacier Park Station to Two Medicine, in 1913. The area was rapidly 
being opened up for visitor travel. 


One unusual trail-building project that was carried out during this period 
was that of the Eagle Scout Camps. In 1925 the National Park Service author- 
ized a series of work projects and encampments in the park in which Eagle 
Scouts, selected from troops throughout the United States, attended a twelve- 
day encampment and worked on trail-building projects. Captain R. G. Matthews, 
Scout Executive from Everett, Washington, was in charge of the camps, and the 
record year, 1930, saw fifty-four scouts from eighteen states enrolled in this 
project. Starting in 1925, the project continued through 1931, except for 1926, 
to be financed by the National Park Service. The boys paid their own trans- 
portation to and from the park. In 1932 the Park Service was unable to con- 
tinue the financing and no camps were held. But in 1934 an arrangement was 
made whereby the boys would finance the project themselves, and the camps 
were held once again. In 1935 there was a National Scout Jamboree that pre- 
vented the boys from returning. This lapse, coupled with financing difficulties, 
seemed to put a damper on the project, and the camps were given up, never 
to be resumed. Many miles of good trails were built by these boys, who, at the 
same time they worked, enjoyed a pleasurable period of camping in the wil- 
derness. Work on the trails amounted to twelve days a year, five hours per 
day; a good showing was made considering the time spent upon them. 


INTERNATIONAL PEACE PARK 


Lying as it does immediately adjacent. to Waterton Lakes National Park 
in Canada, the two parks separated only by the thickness of an imaginary 
boundary line, Glacier National Park cannot be separated geographically 
from its neighboring recreational area. The two parks are almost identical in 
significance and were set aside with the same purpose in mind. This unity 
between the two areas gives both of them an international character that was 
first recognized by United States Senator Penrose in 1910 when, during the 
debates on the bill to establish Glacier National Park, he stated, ‘‘This park 
will be international in character.’’ Recognizing this fact, and wishing to 
commemorate the friendly relations that existed between the people of the 
United States and Canada, the combined Rotary Clubs of Montana and Alberta, 
meeting at the Prince of Wales Hotel in Waterton Park on July 4, 1931, 
passed a resolution starting the movement for establishment of what was to 
be known as the ‘‘Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park.’’ This was a 
non-administrative union, aimed at bringing into closer relationships the two 
parks and their respective nations. 
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Vigorous action was taken by representatives of Rotary Internationa! 
in both countries, and as a result a bill was introduced into the United States 
Congress in 1932 by Congressman Scott Leavitt of Montana, to establish this 
joint park. The bill was passed by both houses and was signed by President 

erbert ver on December 8, 1932. Similar action was taken in the Canadian 
Herbert Hoo on D ber 8, 1932. Simil t tal the C 1 
Parliament, led by Premier Brounler, Brigadier General Steward, and Mr. 
jethbridge, making the joint park a reality. 
Lethbridge, making the joimt part ilit; 

In 1947 a cairn was built on each side of the Canadian boundary, at the 

Chief Mountain Customs, commemorating the establishment of this joint park. 

ppropriate corners aylng a dedication ceremonies were he 10- 
Appropriat nerstone laying and dedication mies were held by R 

ig ‘ubs and officials of bo parks, dedicating these monuments for a 
tary Clut 1 officials of both ks, dedicating tl u ts for all 
ime to rie} relationshi exists se ations. 
ti to the friend] lationship that exists between these two nations 


CIVILIAN PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAM 
Civilian Conservation Corps 
One of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s first acts after he took office 


CCC CAMP NO. 3 
97 


for the first time was to tackle the problem of acute unemployment. This 
problem was particularly serious among the young men of the cities and towns 
throughout the United States, who could not compete for jobs with the men 
who had families to support. As part of his program to solve this unemploy- 
ment, on March 31, 1933, Congress passed an act authorizing the establish- 
ment of a program of public works for these young men in National Forests 
and National Parks. Under this program termed ‘‘Emergeney Conservation 
Work’? the Civilian Conservation Corps was set up. 


During the months of May and June 1933, eight so-called ‘‘CCC’’ camps 
were established in the park, each consisting of from fifty to two hunded and 
fifty men. The boys, mostly teen-age, were under the supervision of Army 
officers in camp and under civilian foremen and supervisors on the job. The 
first month was spent in camp construction, followed by increasing amounts 
of fieldwork, mainly involving cleanup of the burned area of the fire of 1929 
in the southwestern corner of the park. This program continued to grow as 
work was laid out for them, and before long these crews became the mainstay 
of the park labor organization. Fourteen different campsites were located 
within the park along with numerous ‘‘spike’’ camps for small work crews. 
One of the biggest jobs carried out by these crews was the cleanup after the 
1929 and 1936 forest fires, in which over 12,000 acres of unsightly snags were 
felled, cut up into wood or lumber, and removed from the area. Six and one- 
half miles of lead-covered telephone cable was carried in and laid down over 
Logan Pass, all by hand, for the first trans-mountain telephone cable install- 
ation. Over 150 acres of campground sites were prepared for use and many 
miles of roadside cleanup accomplished. Buildings, trails, roads, and telephone 
lines were constructed and maintained throughout the park. Sewer and water 
systems were installed, enlarged, or repaired. These and thousands of other 
jobs were accomplished by these boys in the years they were in the park—many 
of them jobs that could not have been accomplished otherwise because of 
the high costs involved. 


One of the CCC’s biggest values to the park, as well as to other forested 
areas, was in fire-suppression work. Hundreds of thousands of hours were spent 
by these crews in suppressing forest fires, at times when civilian crews were 
not available in sufficient numbers or in time to do any good. Trained crews 
were stationed at various areas on other work projects, with their tools ready 
for instant getaway in ease of fire call, and it was not unusual to see a twenty- 
five- or fifty-man crew on the way to a fiire within five minutes following the 
first call. 


During the latter part of the CCC period crews were cut down until 
there were only two camps in the park, both located near Belton (West 
Glacier). After the entrance of the United States into World War II all CCC 
projects were halted and the last camp, NP-9, was evacuated on July 17, 1942, 
ending the CCC program in the park. 
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Emergency Relief Act. 


Another emergency agency originating from the depression years that 
located in the park was a branch of the Works Progress Administration, au- 
thorized under the ‘‘Emergency Relief Act.’’ Under this act, a camp of log- 
gers and others from the relief rolls was set up at the mouth of the North Fork 
of the Flathead River and assigned to fire hazard reduction work along the 
park boundary of the 1929 fire area. These crews, recruited from local com- 
munities, felled the snags and cleaned up all dead timber on a wide strip along 
the boundary of the park in the vicinity of the Flathead River Ranger Station. 
Posts, telephone poles and wood were salvaged as far as was practical, and the 
remainder piled and burned. This program was carried on through the years 
of 1938 and up to November 25, 1939, when all ERA activity was closed down 
in the park with the exception of a few essential personnel left to clean up the 
accounting and property records. 

Civilian Public Service 

The third group of public works crews assigned to the park was the 
Civilian Public Service organization, composed of conscientious objectors, 
members of religious groups that did not believe in carrying arms during time 
of war. On about September 15, 1942, the first of this group of men began to 
arrive, to fix up the old CCC camp NP-9 for occupancy by those to follow. By 
the end of the month there were around one hundred and twenty-five men in 
camp; the number of men in the park for the duration of the camp stayed 
at approximately that figure. 


Foremen, mechanics, and a camp superintendent were appointed and these 
crews immediately started to work on projects of operation and maintenance 
that were to keep the park functioning during the war years. With the heavy 
drain of manpower because of the war, these men were an invaluable aid to 
the maintenance and protection of the park, particularly in the field of fire 
protection, since trained crews were just not available otherwise. 


This program continued through most of 1946, diminishing in numbers 
steadily toward the end, until, on September 30, 1946, the camp was closed, 
leaving only a few people behind to close up camp and turn the records over 
to the proper authorities. 


THREATS TO THE UNITY OF THE PARK 
Glacier View Dam 


The most serious threat to the unity of Glacier National Park that has 
made its appearance was the proposal to build a dam on the North Fork of 
the Flathead River near Glacier View Mountain, with the resulting threat of 
flooding of thousands of acres of land in the northwestern area of the park. 
As part of the proposed development of the Columbia River Basin for in- 
creased water power, the Army Engineers and the Bonneville Power Adminis- 
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tration began to look toward the upper reaches of the streams for power and 
storage development. The first of these. proposals investigated was the raising 
of Flathead Lake by several feet to increase the capacity of the Polson power 
plant and provide additional downriver storage. When this proposal was 
brought up in 1942, it created a storm of protest from the local citizens who 
stood in danger of losing lands by flooding or raising the water level. Hear- 
ings to allow the people to express their opinions upon this were held, at 
which time alternate sites for water storage were suggested, including the 
damsite at Glacier View Mountain. 


Preliminary surveys were made of various sites for dams along the North 
Fork of the Flathead by the Army Corps of Engineers. In 1944 and 1945, with 
the permission of the Department of the Interior, test drilling was carried 
on at two sites, Glacier View and Foolhen Hill, both on the North Fork along 
the Park boundary. As a result of these surveys and the furor over the raising 
of Flathead Lake, public opinion in some of the neighboring towns began to 
erystallize in favor of building the dam at Glacier View, to which plan the 
National Park Service objected very strongly. 


Pressure for the building of the Glacier View Dam mounted rapidly 
under favorable reports by the Army Engineers of its feasibility. The National 
Park Service took an equally strong position against its construction, until, 
on May 25, 1948, a public hearing was held in Kalispell by the Army Engin- 
eers to allow the people again to air their views. This hearing was attended 
by representatives of all the agencies concerned, as well as by many private 
citizens. By this time the question had blossomed out as a national issue and 
the National Park Service, backed by most of the nation’s conservation or- 
ganizations, was making an all-out drive to have the issue defeated. The Army 
Engineers, on the other hand, backed by certain local groups, were pressing 
for the dam’s construction. By 1949 the issue had reached a point where the 
Secretaries of War and the Interior were forced to step in and take a hand. 
The two men met, after considering all points for and against the dam, reached 
an agreement that it would not be built without the full consent of both de- 
partments. This effectively stopped the threat of Glacier View Dam for the 
time being; since that time, however, there have been several minor threats 
of the dam’s reoccurrence, including a bill introduced into Congress. 


Alienated Lands Within the Park 


Another major problem in park administration, one that has been in 
existence since 1910;:is the fact that there were several thousand acres of 
private and state lands within the park boundaries. These lands, as a whole, 
did not constitute a great threat to the park, yet from time to time situations 
arose in connection with them that seriously threatened park values. For that 
reason the National Park Service has for many years been carrying on a pro- 
gram of buying up such lands as they become available. This is a slow process, 
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and one that requires more and more funds as time goes on and the lands 
increase in value. 


The problem of private lands originated with the homesteading of the area 
and the staking of mining claims prior to the turn of the century. When the 
park was established there was a considerable number of such homesteads 
and claims, some of which were of considerable size. The act which created 
the park recognized the rights of ownership of this property and granted the 
holders full use and enjoyment of it, within the limits of park rules and regu- 
lations. The mining claims were located mostly on the eastern slopes of the 
mountains, mainly in the Many Glacier Valley. Action by the General Land 
Office in the 1920’s cleared most of them off the records, because of lack 
of evidence of assessment work or mineral veins. A few mines were patented 
though, and are still in private hands or have been purchased by the park. The 
lack of paying mineral veins in the area prevents these claims from being a 
major threat to park values except where they might be located in areas 
suitable for other types of development. 


The homesteads and summer homes are located mainly on the west side 
of the park, principally along the North Fork of the Flathead River and 
around Lake McDonald. These lands have changed hands frequently, and 
from time to time cabin camps, eating places and stores have been built upon 
them for the accommodation of park visitors. As the demand for summer 
homesites increased, the value of property in choice locations increased to 
the point where it was impractical for the Federal Government to purchase 
it, but other properties have occasionally become available for purchase and 
have been gradually added to the public land area. In this connection the 
Glacier Natural History Association was formed, as an incorporated organi- 
zation functioning solely for the park interest, and part of whose funds were 
set aside for the purchase of private lands within the park. This fund was 
built up by donations from interested persons and used to purchase tax title 
to private lands, or other acquisitions that the government was unable to 
make, and hold these lands until title was cleared and the government could 
repurchase it. This plan greatly facilitated the acquisition of property within 
the park by having a revolving fund readily accessible, and has resulted in a 
considerable number of private land purchases that would otherwise have 
been impossible. 


The third, and until recently the most controversial, group of alienated 
lands in the park was a group of holdings, mainly on the North Fork of the 
Flathead, owned by the State of Montana and totalling over 10,000 acres. 
These holdings came into being, after the area was set aside as a park, through 
a series of negotiations and exchanges between the National Park Service and 
the State of Montana whereby certain sections of land within the boundaries 
of the park were transferred to the State by the Federal Government. These 
holdings were in lieu of loss to the state grant for common school and capital 
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building purposes by reason of the establishment of the park. The period 
from 1911 into the early 1920’s was spent in making these substitute selections ; 
there is no record of any attempt by the State to sell or the Federal Govern- 
ment to repurchase them. The first recorded mention of any transfer of these 
lands back to the park occurred on April 11, 1924, when State Forester Mc- 
Laughlin wrote to Superintendent Kraebel suggesting the exchange of certain 
state lands within the park for forested lands of equal value outside. Negoti- 
ations were started, mainly with the United States Forest Service, and a few 
exchanges were made; but since the State desired forested lands, and the 
Forest Service did not agree to the exchanges, negotiations came to a halt in 
1929. Except for futile efforts to reach an agreement between the various parties 
involved, little was done until the late 1940’s when efforts were again made 
to find lands that were suitable for exchange. As the Forest Service did not 
wish to exchange their lands, and the National Park Service did not have funds 
for outright purchase, attention was finally turned toward exchange of lands 
administered under the Taylor Grazing Act. Here again an impasse resulted. 
Then a series of meetings during 1948 resulted in a plan whereby the Federal 
Government would furnish funds for fifty per cent, the total to be placed in 
the pubhle school and capital building fund. This idea was meeting with some 
favor when the state elections changed the administration and put an entirely 
different approach to the situation. 


The new State administration soon precipitated a crisis by offering for 
sale the timber on certain of these lands, and actually did sell the timber from 
one section of 640 acres. This stirred up conservation agencies and newspapers 
throughout the state and the matter was brought to a head, with representatives 
of both State and Federal Government pitching in to find a solution. Enabling 
legislation was passed by both the State and Federal legislatures, and finally, 
on February 28, 1953, Governor J. Hugo Aronson signed Senate Bill No. 163, 
enacted by the 33rd session of the Montana Legislature, approving the ex- 
change of these lands for lands of equal value in eastern Montana which were 
then managed by the Bureau of Land Management. 


On July 18, 1953, a ceremony was held in the park to dedicate this ex- 
change of lands and to celebrate the end of the long drawn-out struggle. Attend- 
ing the ceremony were Secretary of the Interior Douglas McKay, Director of the 
National Park Service Conrad Wirth, Regional Director Howard Baker, Gover- 
nor J. Hugo Aronson of Montana, and other dignitaries, including Superinten- 
dent J. W. Emmert who had taken the lead locally for the National Park Sery- 
ice in the later years of the negotiations. 


MISSION 66 

MISSION 66 is a forward-looking conservation program for the National 
Park System. It proposes to develop and staff these priceless possession of the 
American people so as to permit their wisest possible use; maximum enjoyment 
for those who use them; and maximum preservation of the scenic, scientific, 
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wilderness, and historic resources which give them distinction. It is a 10-year 
program which commenced on July 1, 1956, to be completed in 1966, the 50th 
anniversary of the establishment of the National Park Service — hence the 
name MISSION 66. 

This program follows the guidelines of the Act of 1916 which created the 
National Park Service. The key part of this act reads: ‘‘The service thus 
established shall promote and regulate the use of the Federal areas known 
as National parks, monuments, and, reservations hereinafter specified by such 
means and measures as conform to the fundamental purpose of the said parks, 
monuments, and reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for the 
enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them 
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.’’ Under this program, 
outmoded and inadequate facilities will be replaced with physical improve- 
ments adequate for expected demands but so designed and located as to re- 
duce the impact of public use on valuable and destructible features, It will 
provide both facilities and personnel for visitor service of the quality and 
quantity that the public is entitled to expect in its National Park System; at 
the same time, it is intended to assure the fullest possible degree of pro- 
tection, both to visitors and resources. 

With specific reference to Glacier National Park, MISSION 66 has already 
accomplished the following for visitor use: resurfacing twelve miles of the 
Many Glacier road; resurfacing the Swiftcurrent trail; building a new stair- 
way at the Many Glacier Hotel; a power line to upper Lake McDonald; water 
and sewer systems at Lake McDonald Hotel and Many Glacier; and picnic 
area, boat ramp, and multiple parking areas at Rising Sun. 


Projects now under construction include: twelve roadside parking areas 
on the Going-to-the-Sun Road; expansion and renovation of the Two Medicine 
campground; expansion of the Apgar campground; a new St. Mary campground ; 
and additional residences for permanent personnel at Headquarters and 
St. Mary. 

MISSION 66 proposes for the future: expanded seasonal ranger, natur- 
alist and maintenance staffs; Visitor Centers—primary centers at Apgar, St. 
Mary and Many Glacier with secondary centers at Sun Point, Logan Pass, and 
Lake McDonald Lodge; improved roads, with more roadside exhibits and in- 
terpretive signs; improved facilities including trails and trail shelters through- 
out the park; and expansion of campgrounds and other related facilities for 
visitors. 

The concessioners have also entered the spirit of MISSION 66. Gla- 
cier Park Incorporated is completing a three million dollar expenditure to reno- 
vate and modernize its facilities for visitors. 


The significant values of Glacier National Park are aesthetic, inspirational, 
and scientific. Here deposition, faulting and erosion, the forces involved in 
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altering the face of the earth, are displayed on a titanic scale. The Lewis 
Overthrust, a gigantic fault, disturbed and displaced some of the oldest sedi- 
mentary rocks on earth, thrusting them as much as twenty miles over younger 
deposits, so that within the park, the normal order of deposition is reversed. 
From this upland, streams, followed by great glaciers, eroded the present 
peaks and valleys. In their retreat, these rivers of ice left behind a wealth of 
glacier landforms. Upon this varied landscape, a wide range of habitats 
developed, providing an environment in which, undisturbed by man, com- 
munities of plants and animals work out their adjustments and interrelation- 
ships in nature’s laboratory. 


The sheer and barren peaks and the mighty, glaciated valleys are awe 
inspiring. The alpine meadows in full bloom, the serrated, snow-capped moun- 
tains against a blue sky, the gem-like lakes, clear streams, and plunging water- 
falls provide scenes never to be forgotten. Great inspirational benefits come 
from the sheer beauty of Glacier’s landscape to all who use their capacity to 
see and feel. In the solitude of high, lonely mountain trails, beside lakes almost 
primitive in their wilderness; in the dim, cathedral-like forests, man can find 
peace and quiet in which to heal the jangled nerves and ease the tensions pro- 
duced by the rush and stress of our high-speed mechanized civilization. Here 
can be found recreation in the truest sense of the word, a recreation of mind 
and spirit as well as body. 


Here is wilderness. ‘‘ Wilderness is expanse, and each fixed or fleeting 
form reflects the artistry of nature. Wilderness is a whole environment of liy- 
ing things, and the prosperity of its native wildlife measures the perfection 
of its waters and floral mantle. Wilderness is the beauty of nature, solitude, 
and the music of stillness. Wilderness invites man to adventure, refreshment, 
and wonder. The Nation’s most treasured wilderness lands are set apart and 
dedicated as National Parks and Monuments; distance, ruggedness, and climate 
often are their most effective guardians; and time can restore wilderness, and 
heal an abused landscape. Wilderness persists where nature is free and only 
man’s actions are disciplined. Man is a part of the scene—wilderness has little 
human value without him. Man’s enjoyment springs from the quality of wil- 
derness that invests even the most visited spectacle, and reveals itself to all 
who regard it, and wilderness reaches outward from the roadside to be ex- 
perienced fully by those who penetrate it. The laws of the Nation require pres- 
ervation of wilderness in National Parks and Monuments,’’ 29 — enjoyment 
without impairment. 


MISSION 66 is a means to an end. As one of the outstanding wilderness 
areas in the National Park System, and as one of the few remaining unspoiled 
primitive regions left in the United States, it is imperative that Glacier’s fragile 
wilderness character be retained. To preserve these values, and make their 
benefits available to the fullest extent to as many visitors as possible, requires 
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physical protection of the area, a rational plan of development, and interpreta- 
tion of its classic features so that visitors may, through understanding and 
appreciation, use it so that its beauty will not be destroyed or impaired. The 
real accomplishment of MISSION 66 will be measured by the results it brings 
to the American people. 


Thus concludes the history of Glacier National Park, one of more than 
180 areas administered by the National Park Service, a bureau of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. 


Created in 1849, the Department of the Interior—America’s Department 
of Natural Resources—is concerned with the management, conservation, and 
development of the Nation’s water, wildlife, mineral, forest, and park and 
recreational resources. It also has major responsibilities for Indian and Ter- 
ritorial affairs. 


As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department works to 
assure that nonrenewable resources are developed and used wisely, that park 
and recreational resources are conserved for the future, and that renewable 
resources make their full contribution to the progress, prosperity, and _ se- 
curity of the United States—now and in the future. 
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CHAPTER IV 


HISTORIC PLACE NAMES 


Some of the most interesting history of Glacier National Park is con- 
nected with the origin of its place names. The majority of the park features 
were named in the early days when the first exploration and mapping were 
carried on, between 1880 and 1910. Often these features were named for some 
noted person or for some event that occurred at that place. George Bird 
Grinnell and James Willard Schultz are responsible for the predominance 
of Indian names given to many of the peaks on the eastern side of the park 
prior to 1900. Dr. George C. Ruhle‘in 1938 and 1939 also renamed many of 
the park features with either their original Indian names or names that hon- 
ored some particular Indian. 


The following is by no means the complete list, but includes those names 
of historical interest and those of which the origin of the name is not readily 
apparent. UG 

ADAIR RIDGE — Named for W. lL. (Billy) Adair, an old timer 
who settled on a homestead on Adair Ridge and, later ran the store at Pole- 
bridge, Montana. 

AGASSIZ GLACIER (Creek)—Named for the noted Swiss-American 
zoologist, geologist and scientist, Louis J. R. Agassiz. 

AHERN PASS (Creek, Glacier, Peak) — Named for Lieutenant 
George P. Ahern who, with a detachment of Negro soldiers from the 25th In- 
fantry, crossed this pass in August 1890. This was the first known success- 
ful attempt to take pack stock over Ahern Pass. 


AKOKALA CREEK (Lake) — Kootenai name meaning ‘‘rotten.’’ 
The creek was formerly known as ‘‘Indian Creek,’’ and the lake as ‘‘Oil Lake.’’ 


ALLEN MOUNTAIN (Creek)—Named for Cornelia Seward Allen, 
wife of F. T. Allen of New York, granddaughter of Wm. H. Seward, Sec- 
retary of State under Abraham Lincoln. 


ALMOST-A-DOG MOUNTAIN — Almost-A-Dog was a Blackfeet 
Indian, one of the few survivors of the Baker Massacre of January 23, 1870. 


ALTYN PEAK—This name was given by the miners in the late 
1890’s to the mountain we now know as Mt. Wynn. As G. B. Grinnell had 
previously called the latter ‘‘Point Mountain,’’ topographers later transferred 
the name to the peak to which it is now applied. A U. 8. Geological Survey map 
of 1912 also shows this peak as ‘‘McDermott Peak.’’ The name ‘‘ Altyn’’ was 
taken from the little mining town of Altyn that was situated near the head 
of Sherburne Lake, which, in turn, received its name from Dave Greenwood 
Altyn, one of the financial backers of the Cracker Lake Mine. 
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APGAR VILLAGE (Mountain)—Named for Dimon Apgar, one 
of the early settlers who came to the foot of Lake McDonald prior to 1900 and 
built a home and cabins at the site of the present village of Apgar. 


APPEKUNNY MOUNTAIN (Creek, Falls)—The Indian name for 
George Willard Schultz, meaning ‘‘ White-spotted Robe,’’ or ‘‘Scabby Robe,’’ 
that is, one that was badly tanned, leaving hard spots. Schultz was a white 
who married into the Blackfeet tribe and lived with them for many years. He 
was a close friend of George Bird Grinnell and wrote stories of Indian life 
for Grinnell’s magazine as well as several books. 

APPISTOKI PHAK (Creek, Falls)—Named by R. T. Evans, a 
topographer who worked on the early map of the park. It is reported that 
he inquired from his Indian guide what word the Blackfeet used for ‘‘looking 
over something,’’ and the guide, misunderstanding the meaning of his ques- 
tion, gave him the name ‘‘Appistoki,’’ for the Indian god who looks over 
everything and everyone. 


ATSINA LAKE (Falls) — The Blackfeet name for their allies, 
the Gros Ventre tribe. 

AURICE LAKE—For Mrs. Aurice Houston, wife of Dr. Roderick 
Houston, a retired dentist who took up a homestead at the foot of Lake 
McDonald and operated a cabin camp there until his death in 1950. ‘‘Doe’’ 
Houston was a noted fishing guide and took fishing parties down the rivers 
adjacent to the park until just prior to his death. 


AVALANCHE LAKE (Creek)—Named by Dr. Lyman B. Sperry 
in 1895 on his first trip into the area, because of the large avalanche tracks 
down the walls of the basin surrounding the lake. 


BARING CREEK (Falls)—Named for one of the Baring broth- 
ers, London bankers who were guided on a hunting trip into the area in the 
late 1880’s by Joe Kipp and James Willard Schultz. 


BELLY RIVER — The origin of this name is quite debatable, 
and several sources of it have been presented. The ‘‘Glacier National Park 
Drivers’ Manual’’ presents the most complete story of these varied origins: 
“The origin of the name is in dispute, although the Belly River, the Gros 
Ventre Indians, and the Big Belly Buttes upon the river between Cardston 
and MacLeod (Alberta) are connected. One belief is as follows: The Black- 
feet people had a custom of apportioning the anatomy of Napi all over the 
landseape. His'elbow was the Bow River at Calgary. His knees were the Teton 
Buttes. Midway lay his stomach, and what more appropriate than the afore- 
mentioned buttes, which to the Indian resembled the contorted manifold of 
a buffalo. Hence, they became Mokowanis, or Big Belly Buttes. The river that 
flowed at their base became Mokowanis River, and later, when Indians from 
Algonquin nations of the southeast drifted into the region, and established 
themselves along the river, these too, became Mokowanis or, simply trans- 
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lated into French, the ‘Gros Ventres.’ Another version has it that the Gros 
Ventres were so called because they ‘eat much and have big paunches.’ Cer- 
tainly their alternative name, Atsina, or Gut People, gives this interpretation 
support. The river which flowed through their country simply took its name 
from them. The Arrowsmith map of 1802 called this river Moo-coo-wans, by 
which name it was sometimes referred to later. On David Thompson’s map 
of 1814, it was marked Stee-muk-ske-picken, signifying Bullhead. The Pal- 
liser map of 1865 labeled it Oldman River. The reconnaissance maps of the 
United States Northern Boundary Commission, 1872-76, labeled it Belly River, 
which name has been officially adopted by both the United States and Canada.”’ 


BELTON — Believed to have been named ‘‘Bell’s Town,’’ or 
‘*Belton’’ for Daniel Webster Bell, who took up a claim near the townsite at 
the time of the construction of the Great Northern Railway and cut ties for 
the railroad. He was a Civil War veteran and served as cook for the location 
parties of the Great Northern in 1890. 


BLACKFOOT GLACIER (Mountain) — This glacier was discov- 
ered and named for the Blackfeet Indians by George Bird Grinnell on a trip 
to the head of the St. Mary Valley in 1891. This glacier was called ‘‘Old Man 
Iee,’’ by the Kootenai Indians, Red Eagle Glacier was ‘‘Old Woman Ice,”’ 
Sperry Glacier was ‘‘Son Ice,’’ and Pumpelly Glacier was ‘‘Daughter Ice.’’ 


BOWMAN LAKE (Creek) — Believed to have been named for 
Fred Bowman, a trapper who came to Montana from Wyoming in 1885 and 
started to trap on the North Fork of the Flathead, in the area surrounding 
Bowman Lake. 


BROWN, MT. — Named for William Brown of Chicago, then 
Solicitor General for the Chicago and Alton Railroad, by some members of 
his party on a camping and fishing trip to the area around Lake McDonald 
in 1894. The companions, Charles H. Russell (not the artist) and Frank A. 
Johnson, climbed this mountain that arose back of their camp, and so named it. 


BROWN PASS — Named for John George (Kootenai) Brown, 
the first superintendent of Waterton Lakes National Park, who is reported 
to have used this pass on his first trip into the Waterton Lakes area from 
California. 


CALF ROBE MOUNTAIN — Named for a Blackfeet Indian, who, 
legend relates, had a weird and unusual experience with a grizzly bear. Calf 
Robe was deserted by his fellow warriors in enemy country and left to die; 
but he was soon rescued by a large grizzly bear, who brought him food and 
carried him to help near Fort Benton. This incident is supposed to have hap- 
pened about 1870. 


CAMERON LAKE — Named for D. R. Cameron, British Com- 
missioner with the International Boundary Commission. 
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CAMPBELL MOUNTAIN — Some sources state that Campbell 
was a member of the Boundary Survey party, but) James Willard Schultz at- 
tributes the name to Supt. F. C. Campbell, of the Blackfeet Indian Reser- 
vation. 


CANNON, MT. — Named for a young couple who spent their 
honeymoon in this region and climbed this mountain. Dr. L. B. Sperry or- 
iginally named it ‘‘Goat Mountain’’ in 1894. 


CAPER PEAK — Named ‘by Surveyor R. T. Evans, who is re- 
ported to have counted over 30 goats ‘‘capering’’ on this peak. 


CARCAJOU LAKE — Named for a mythical being of the Cree 
Indians, meaning ‘‘hungry,’’ or ‘‘eats a lot,’? and from which the English 
word ‘‘carcajou,’’ for wolverine, is derived. 


CARTER GLACIER (Mountain) — For Senator T. H. Carter of 
Montana, who introduced into the United States Senate the bill that estab- 
lished Glacier National Park. 


CATTLE QUEEN CREEK — Mrs. Nat Collins, a woman known 
as the ‘‘Cattle Queen of Montana’’ ran a cattle ranch near the present town 
of Choteau, Montana, prior to 1900, and had a mining claim along this creek 
which she worked for several years. 


CHANEY GLACIER — Named after Professor L. W. Chaney of 
Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota, by Dr. Lyman B. Sperry. Dr. Chaney 
was a geologist on one of Dr. Sperry’s parties into the McDonald Valley in 
1895, on which trip they penetrated this wilderness to the summit of the 
Garden Wall and actually went out upon this glacier. 


CHAPMAN PEAK — Named for Robert H. Chapman, of the Ge- 
ological Survey, one of the topographers who worked on the mapping of the 
park between 1900 and 1904. 


CHIEF MOUNTAIN — This geological oddity, standing as it 
does on the plains east of the main range, has attracted the attention of 
explorers and mapmakers from the earliest times. Its existence was first 
noted on the Arrowsmith maps, published in England in 1795 or 1796, upon 
which it was called ‘‘King Mountain.’’ Peter Fidler, who supplied the infor- 
mation for these maps, visited this area in 1792, and was the first white man 
to record having seen this landmark. Captain Meriwether Lewis is also be- 
lieved to have seen the mountain on his trip up the Marias in 1806 and called 
it ‘‘Tower Mountain.’’ James Doty, who explored the eastern front of the 
range in 1854 for Governor Stevens, reports it as ‘‘The Chief or King Moun- 
tain.’’ We judge from this that he was referring to it also by the Indian name 
of ‘‘The Chief.’’ There are two records of the origin of another name for this 
peak — ‘‘Kaiser Peak’’ — by which it was known for some time. Some say it 
was so-named by early German geographers, but the most authentic story 


109 


comes from Eli Guardipee, a member of the Blackfeet tribe, who stated that 
it was so named for a ‘‘Bull-whacker’’ (oxen freighter) named Lee Kaiser, 
who accidently shot himself near the present town of Cardston, Alberta, in 
1872. For him the creek where this happened was known as ‘‘Lee Creek,’’ 
and the mountain at its headwaters was called ‘‘Kaiser Peak.’’ 


There are many legends regarding this mountain, the most popular being 
that of the young Flathead Indian brave who spent several days upon the 
top of the peak searching for his ‘‘medicine vision,’’ and using a bison skull 
for a pillow. When Henry L. Stimson, later Secretary of State, and his com- 
panions first climbed to the top of this mountain in 1892, they were probably 
the first white men to d oso. There they found an ancient bison skull almost 
entirely decomposed, giving considerable authenticity to this popular legend. 
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The present name was taken from the Blackfeet Indian name ‘‘Old Chief,’’ 
or ‘‘The Mountain-of-the-Chief,’’ by which it was known to the Blackfeet, 
probably because of the above-mentioned legend. 


CLEMENTS MOUNTAIN -— Named by Ross Carter for Walter 
M. Clements, one of the commissioners who, along with George Bird Grinnell, 
negotiated with the Blackfeet and consummated the treaty that enabled the 
Federal Government to purchase the ‘‘Ceded Strip’’ of land that included 
all of what is now Glacier National Park east of the Continental Divide. 


CLEVELAND, MT. — Named by George Bird Grinnell for former 
President Cleveland. Grinnell first saw it in 1898 from the summit of Black- 
foot Mountain, and so named it. 


COONSA CREEK — Named for the Indian guide that accom- 
panied John F. Stevens on his exploration into Marias Pass in December, 1889. 


CRACKER LAKE — In 1897 two prospectors, L. S. Emmons and 
Hank Norris, were following a mineral lead through the mountains and stop- 
ped on the shore of Cracker Lake (then known as ‘‘Blue Lake’’) for lunch. 
When they resumed their journey they put their crackers and cheese beneath 
some rocks, intending to return later and pick them up, which they never did. 
Thereafter they referred to the mineral lead that they were following as the 
“‘lead where we left the crackers,’’ and later as the ‘‘Cracker Lead.’’ As this 
lead passed under the lake, it naturally followed that soon the lake became 
known as ‘‘Cracker Lake.’’ 


CROSSLEY LAKE (Ridge) — Named for Joe Cosley (erron- 
eously called Crossley), a half-breed hunter and trapper who often trapped 
in this area and later served for some time as a park ranger. This lake, along 
with Glenns Lake, is shown on George Bird Grinnell’s 1892 map as ‘‘Lansing 
Lakes.”’ 


CUSTER, MT. — Probably named for General George A. Custer, 
who was killed in the famous Custer Massacre. 
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CUT BANK CREEK (Pass)—Named for the ‘‘cutbanks of white 
clay along the creek east of Browning. The old Indian name means ‘“*‘ Cuts-into- 
the-white-clay-bank-river.”’ 

DAWN MIST FALLS — Probably named for the Indian girl 
who was the lover of ‘‘White Quiver,’’ in the Indian novel by H. F. Sanders. 
Original name of the falls was ‘‘Morning Dew.’’ 


DAWSON PASS — Named for Thomas Dawson, an _ old-time 
guide in this area, and son of Andrew Dawson, last factor of the American 
Fur Company at Fort Benton. 


DIXON GLACIER — Named for United States Senator Joseph 
M. Dixon, of Montana, who supported the passage of the bill creating Glacier 
National Park. 


DOODY, MT. — Named for Dan Doody, who trapped on Nyack 
and Coal Creek before the area was made a park, and was one of the first 
park rangers after the park was established in 1910. 


ELIZABETH LAKE — Lakes Helen and Elizabeth were named 
by one of the surveyors with the U. S. Geological Survey when the area was 
first mapped, after his two daughters. This is shown as ‘‘Lake Jean’’ on a map 
made by Lt. George P. Ahern in 1891. 


ELLEN WILSON, LAKE — Named by Secretary of the Interior 
Franklin K. Lane for the wife of former President Woodrow Wilson. This 
lake was often called ‘‘Lake Louise’’ by the old timers in the area. 

ELLSWORTH, MT. — Named for ‘‘Billy’’ Ellsworth, an oldtimer 
who packed for the U. 8S. Geological Survey and who also worked on the Sperry 
Trail with Dr. Sperry’s crew around the turn of the century. 

EVANGELINE LAKE — Named by members of R. H. Sargent’s 
survey party, 1900 to 1904, in honor of the poet Longfellow, author of the 
poem ‘‘Evangeline.’’ The lake is on the slopes of Longfellow Peak. 


FISHERCAP LAKE — Fisherecap was the name given to George 
Bird Grinnell by the Blackfeet Indians. 


FRANCES LAKE — Named for the wife of a member of the 
Northern Boundary Survey. 


FUSILLADE MOUNTAIN — Named by George Bird Grinnell in 
1891 as a satirical gesture at W..H. Seward and Henry L. Stimson for firing a 
futile volley at a group of goats on the side of this mountain. 


GARDEN WALL — This long, knife-edged ridge, forming that 
section of the Continental Divide between Logan and Swiftcurrent, Passes, was 
so named by one of George Bird Grinnell’s parties which was camped at 
Grinnell Lake in the late 1890’s. One evening, around a campfire, they were 
singing the currently popular song, ‘‘Over the Garden Wall,’’ when one of 
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the party remarked, ‘‘There is one wall we cannot get over,’’ and the name 


was immediately applied to the ridge. 


GEDUHN, MT. — Named for an early pioneer, Frank Geduhn, 
who had cabins for visitors at the head of Lake McDonald prior to 1900, and 
who guided the Sperry parties on some of their trips into the area. 


GLENNS LAKE—Named for T. C. Glenns, who was born on an 
Indian reservation and who became station assistant and recorder to Mr. 
Sargent, U. S. Geological Survey topographer. G. B. Grinnell’s map of 1892 
shows this lake, along with Crossley Lake as ‘‘ Lansing Lakes.’’ 


GOING-TO-THE-SUN MOUNTAIN — The mountain was named 
by James Willard Schultz for what he claimed was an old Indian legend, in 
which Napi, the Old Man, came down from his home in the sun to help his 
people, the Blackfeet, out of their difficulties. When his work was done, he 
returned to his home in the sun, up the slopes of this mountain. This legend 
however, was probably invented by the white men, and may have originated 
with Schultz, who was not above flowering up his stories to make them have 
more reader appeal. 


GOULD, MT. — For G. H. Gould of Santa Barbara, California, a 
hunting companion of G. B. Grinnell. 


GRINNELL GLACIER (Falls, Lake, Mt., Point)—In 1887 George 
Bird Grinnell, the man who was primarily responsible for the creation of 
Glacier National Park, made his second trip into the area on a hunting and 
exploration journey. On this trip he traveled up the Swiftcurrent Valley to 
what is now Swiftcurrent Lake, where he camped. There he noted the im- 
mense glaciers at the heads of the valleys and set out to explore them. On the 
trip to Grinnell Glacier he was accompanied by Lt. J. H. Beacom and James 
Willard Schultz, the first white men to set foot upon this immense body of 
ice, and while there Beacom named the glacier for him. The other features 
were later named to correspond. Grinnell Point was at one time known as 
Stark Peak, for Parley Stark, an early day miner who had a claim on the 
side of the mountain. 


GUNSIGHT PASS (Mountain, Lake) — Named in 1891 by G. B. 
Grinnell, for its resemblance to the rear sight of a rifle, with the peak of a 
distant mountain showing through it like the front sight. On F. E. Matthes’ 
first maps for the Geological Survey, this peak was called Mt. Comeau, prob- 
ably for Denny Comeau, an early settler at the head of Lake McDonald. 


HEAVENS PEAK — A descriptive name that first appears on a 
map prepared by Lt. George P. Ahern of the 25th Infantry, from reconnais- 
sance maps prepared by him in 1888-1890. 


HEAVY RUNNER PEAK—Named for the Blackfeet Indian Chief 
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who was massacred along with most of his encampment by Col. Eugene M. 
Baker’s detachment on the Marias River on January 23, 1870. 


HELEN LAKE (Mountain) = There are two sources given for 
this name. James Willard Schultz states that it was named for Miss Helen 
Clark, a Montana schoolteacher and eldest daughter of Maleolm Clark who 
was killed at his ranch near Helena by Blackfeet Indians in 1868. The other 
source, the Glacier Park Transport Company Manual, states that Helen and 
Elizabeth were daughters of a Geological Survey engineer that worked in 
the area when the park was first mapped. (See Elizabeth Lake) 


HENKEL, MT. — Named for an early day settler on Lower St. 
Mary Lake, loeally called ‘‘Joe Butch.”’ 


HOWE LAKE (Creek, Ridge) — Named for Charley Howe, the 
first homesteader at the foot of Lake McDonald, in 1892. 


IPASHA PEAK (Falls, Glacier, Lake) — Named for Ipasha, 
Good Spotted Tail, the Mandan Indian mother of Joseph Kipp, an oldtimer 
in the park. 


ISABEL LAKE — Named for the wife of Thomas Dawson, part- 
Indian guide in the early days of the park. 


JACKSON, MT. (Glacier) — Named for William Jackson, fa- 
mous scout and grandson of Hugh Monroe. Jackson was quarter-breed Piegan 
and was a scout with Captain Reno at the time of the Custer Battle, on 
the Little Big Horn. Named by G. B. Grinnell. 


JANET LAKE — Named for the wife of a member of the Nor- 
thern Boundary Survey party. 


JEFFERSON PASS — Thomas ‘‘Uncle Jeff’’ Jefferson, for whom 
this pass was named, was an interesting old character who drifted into the 
Lake McDonald region in the early days and did packing and other odd jobs. 
He was a big man, about 6’6”’ tall, with a long white beard which he used 
to hide his big meerschaum pipe, letting the smoke curl up through it in a 
very startling manner. 


JOHN F. STEVENS CANYON — Named for the Great Northern 
Railway Company civil engineer who located the Marias Pass for the con- 
struction of the railroad in December 1889. 


JOSEPHINE LAKE — The original source of the name ‘‘Jo- 
sephine’’ is not. known, but the lake evidently received its name from the Jo- 
sephine Mine, on the slopes of Grinnell Point immediately above the lake. In 
the early days of the park it was often referred to as ‘‘Lake Louise,’’ and 
James Willard Schultz states that the Blackfeet Indians called it ‘‘ Jealous 
Woman’s Lake.”’ 
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KAINA CREEK (Lake, Mountain) — Named for the Kaina, or 
Blood Indians, of the Blackfeet Nation. The work ‘‘Kaina’’ is Blackfeet 
for “‘Many Chiefs.”’ 


KAKITOS MOUNTAIN — Kakitos is the Blackfeet name for star. 
The mountain often resembles a three-pointed star. 


KENNEDY CREEK — Named for John Kennedy, an Indian 
trader who built a trading post near the mouth of this creek in 1874. Shown 
on Lt. Robertson’s map of 1887 and also on one of G. B. Grinnell’s maps as 
““Joe’s Creek,’’ probably for Joe Kipp. 


KINTLA LAKE (Creek, Glacier, Peak) — The only explanation 
for this name is found in a reported legend of the Kootenai Indians, to whom 
the word ‘‘Kintla’’ means ‘‘sack.’’ It is reported by the older Indians that in 
the olden days in their hunting, camping and visiting trips they would cross 
the mountains near this point, but would never go near the water because it 
had been reported that one of the Indians had gone to this lake and had fallen 
in and disappeared, meaning that he was drowned and his body did not come 
back to the surface. They stated that the lake was like a sack — after you got 
in you could not get out. 


KIPP CREEK (Mt.) — Presumed to have been named for Joe 
Kipp, a half-breed Indian trapper and hunter of the early days. Joe’s father 
was Captain James Kipp, who built the trading post at Fort Piegan, at the 
mouth of the Marias River in 1881. 


KISHENEHN CREEK — Kishenehn is the Kootenai word for 
““no good,’’ but history does not record their reason for so naming this stream. 


KOOTENAI PASS (Peak) — Believed to have been named for 
Kootenai Brown, the first ranger in charge of Waterton Lakes National Park, 
who is reported to have first entered the Waterton Valley over Kootenai Pass. 


LEE CREEK (Ridge) — Believed to have been named for Lee 
Kaiser, an early day ‘‘bull whacker’’ who accidently shot himself near the 
stream. (See ‘‘Chief Mountain’’) 

LENA LAKE — It appears that the early day topographers, when 
first mapping this country, had a habit of naming hitherto unnamed features 


for their wives, sweethearts, or daughters. Topographer Evans, of the Geo- 
logical Survey, is reported to have named this lake for his wife. 


LEWIS RANGE — Named for Captain Meriwether Lewis of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, who traveled up the Marias River almost to the 
park in 1806. 

LINCOLN PEAK (Pass, Lake, Falls)—-Eddie Cruger, who packed 
““dude’’ parties out from the Lake MeDonald area around the turn of the 
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century, relates how he named Lincoln Peak for Mrs. Anna T. Lincoln, matron 
of a girls’ college in Northfield, Minnesota, who came out during the summer 
of 1899. Eddie guided the party to the Sperry area, where they hiked and 
climbed most of the peaks in the vicinity. Mrs. Lincoln could not hike or climb 
with the remainder of the party, so Eddie took her to Lincoln Pass, from where 
they made the easy ascent of Lincoln Peak. There Eddie named the peak for 
her. The other adjacent features evidently derived their names from the peak. 
Lincoln Lake was at one time ealled ‘‘Little St. Mary Lake,’’ and Lincoln 
Falls was changed to ‘‘Beaver Chief Falls’? in 1939 or 1940. 


LITTLE CHIEF MOUNTAIN — Named by G. B. Grinnell in 
1887 in honor of Major Frank North (Little Chief), Chief of the Pawnee 
Scouts in Nebraska during the 1860’s. 


LITTLE DOG MOUNTAIN — Named by G. B. Grinnell for 
‘Little Dog,’’ the Blackfeet Indian Chief who, in 1853, told Isaae Stevens, 
the new Governor of the Washington Territory, of the existence of Marias 
Pass, and started the search for it that lasted until its exploration by John 
F. Stevens in 1889. 


LOGAN PASS (Creek, Mountain) — Named for Major Wm. R. 
Logan, first superintendent of Glacier National Park, from 1910 to 1912. 


LOGGING CREEK (Lake, Mountain, Ridge) — So named be- 
cause of extensive logging operations along the lower reaches of the creek 
prior to the time the area was made into a park, Early records indicate that 
a man by the name of Chisholm eut out a large number of yellow pine logs 
in the area in 1891 or 1892, and decked them in a dry wash near the river, 
expecting high water to take them out and down the river. Evidently the river 
never came this high, for the remains of these log decks may still be seen, 
not far from the Logging Ranger Station. 


LONEMAN MOUNTAIN Named by James Willard Schultz 
for a noted member of the Blackfeet Indian tribe. The name was given to the 
mountain on a trip up the Nyack Valley in 1902, accompanied by Joseph Kipp, 
Wm. Jackson and the noted writer, Emerson Hough. 


LONE WALKER MOUNTAIN — Named for Lone Walker, a 
great Blackfeet chief and father-in-law of Hugh Monroe, to whose band Mon- 
roe first attached himself when coming into the Blackfeet country. 


LONGFELLOW PEAK (Creek) — Named by R. H. Sargent, 
topographer for the Geological Survey in the early day mapping of the park, 
in honor of poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Evangeline Lake is on the 
slopes of this peak. 


McCLINTOCK PEAK — Named for Walter McClintock, author 
of ‘*The Old North Trail,’’ a story of early life with the Blackfeet. 
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McDONALD, LAKE (Creek, Falls) — In about the year 1878, 
Duncan McDonald, son of a Hudson’s Bay Company factor, Angus McDonald, 
visited this lake, which was then known as ‘‘Terry Lake,’’ for General Terry, 
an outstanding Indian fighter of the west. Duncan, who had the job of freight- 
ing a large amount of supplies to Canada, had intended to go up the North 
Fork of the Flathead, probably over the present Kishenehn trail route, but, 
upon finding his way blocked by a band of unfriendly Indians, he swung 
eastward and started up the next adjacent valley paralleling the North Fork. 
At the close of day, accompanied by a group of Flathead Indians, he came 
to the shores of this lake and camped there overnight. While in camp that 
evening he carved his name upon the bark of a birch tree. The next day he 
continued his journey, reaching Canada safely. The tree bearing his name 
remained for many years near the present village of Apgar. People who saw 
the name on the tree gradually began to call it MeDonald’s Lake,’’ and so 
the name became fixed. 


McPARTLAND MOUNTAIN — Believed to have been named for 
Frank McPartland, of eastern Montana, who worked around Lake McDonald 
for two seasons and was drowned in a boating accident on the lake in the 
1890’s. 


MARIAS (Muh-RYE-us) — This pass derived its name from the 
Marias River, one branch of which heads in the pass. The river, in turn, was 
so-named in 1805 by Captain Meriwether Lewis of the Lewis and Clark Ex- 
pedition, in honor of Miss Maria Wood, cousin of Captain Clark. The Flat- 
head Indians called it ‘‘Eneas Pass,’’ for Chief Eneas, but the Blackfeet 
called it the ‘‘Big Gap.’’ 

MATAHPI PEAK — The name, meaning ‘‘Face Mountain,’’ was 
the old Blackfeet name for Going-to-the-Sun Mountain, because of the snow 
field that resembles the head of an Indian Chief near the eastern summit of 
the latter peak, when viewed from the east at certain times of the year. 
The name was erroneously applied by white men to the small peak immedi- 
ately north of Going-to-the-Sun Mountain. 


MEDICINE GRIZZLY LAKE — Named for the legendary ‘‘ Med- 
icine Grizzly’’ which inhabited Cut Bank Valley, and whose story is told in 
MecClintock’s ‘‘Old North Trail.’’? This grizzly was reported killed by Chance 
Beebe, U. S. Biological Survey hunter from Columbia Falls, Montana. 


MERRITT, MT. — Named for General Wesley Merritt, U. S. Army. 


MICHE WABUN LAKE (Falls, Glacier, Peak) — Named from 
the Cree Indian name of the Great White Rabbit, once the great sun god of 
the Crees. 


MORNING STAR LAKE — Named for an Indian princess whose 
story is told in McClintock’s ‘‘Old North Trail.”’ 
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NORRIS MOUNTAIN — Named by G. B. Grinnell for Hank 
Norris, a squaaw man who became a member of the Blackfeet tribe, and was 
a noted mountaineer and hunter. Norris was reported to have owned all the 
allotment between the two St. Mary Lakes before the park was created, and 
was one of the men responsible for the naming of Cracker Lake. 


NYACK CREEK — Origin of this name is unknown, although 
used for this stream prior to 1910. It has also been called ‘‘Mud Creek’’ 
(Major Logan) and ‘‘Gibbon Creek’’ (F. E. Matthes). 


OBERLIN, MT. (Falls) — Named by Dr. L. B. Sperry for Ob- 
erlin College. Oberlin Falls was later re-named ‘‘Birdwoman Falls.’’ 


OLD SUN GLACIER — Named for Old Sun, or Ntas, great sun 
priest of the Blackfeet. This name was suggested by J. W. Schultz for Mt. 
Merritt, upon whose flank this glacier rests. 


OTATSO CREEK (Lake) — ‘‘Otatso’’ is the Blackfeet word for 
‘“Walking Stooped,’’ the Indian name for John Kennedy, who built a trad- 
ing post at the mouth of Kennedy Creek. For many years this creek was 
known as ‘‘Kennedy Creek’’ or the ‘‘North Fork of Kennedy Creek.’’ 


OTOKOMI MOUNTAIN (Lake) — Named by G. B. Grinnell for 
Otokomi (Yellowfish), a part Blackfeet Indian who accompanied Grinnell on 
his early expeditions into this region. Otokomi’s English name was Rose, so 
Roes Basin and Roes Creek nearby resulted from a misspelling of his name. 
Karly topographers sometimes called this mountain ‘‘Whitefish’’ Mountain, 
probably an erroneous translation of ‘‘Otokomi.’’ 


PARKE PEAK (Creek, Ridge) — Named for John G. Parke, 
chief astronomer for the International Boundary Survey party. 


PIEGAN MOUNTAIN (Falls, Glacier, Pass) —Named by James 
Willard Schultz in 1885 for the Piegan tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Nation. 


PINCHOT, MT. (Creek) — Named for Gifford Pinchot, forester 
and first chief of the United States Forest Service. 


PITAMAKAN PASS (Lake) — Named for Running Eagle (Pita- 
makan), the Blackfeet Joan of Are. Running Eagle was a warrior girl that 
led war parties on many highly successful raids and was the only woman in 
the Blackfeet tribe ever to do so or to be given a man’s name. Pitamakan Pass 
was originally named Cut Bank Pass, but the latter name was given to the 
pass between Mt. Morgan and Flinsch Peak. 


POLLOCK MOUNTAIN—Named by Ross Carter for W. C. Pol- 
lack, a member of the Indian Commission appointed by the Secretary of the 
Interior to buy from the Indians the strip of land along the eastern side of 
the Rockies. 
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PUMPELLY GLACIER (Pillar) Named for Raphael Pum- 
pelly of Newport, R. L., leader of the Northern Transcontinental Railway Sur- 
vey party that crossed Pitamakan Pass in 1883. On this trip was Major Logan, 
who later became the first superintendent of Glacier National Park. 


RED EAGLE MOUNTAIN (Creek, Glacier, Lake, Pass) James 
Willard Schultz states that the name was given to the mountain by his Indian 
wife in 1887, for her uncle, Red Eagle, who had saved their son’s life with 
his prayers to the Sun. 


REUTER PEAK — Probably named for Jack Reuter, an old- 
timer who settled on Big Prairie, on the North Fork not far from the foot 
of this peak. 2 
REYNOLDS MOUNTAIN (Creek) Named by George Bird Grin- 
nell for a member of his ‘‘Forest and Stream’’ staff. 


RISING WOLF MOUNTAIN—Rising Wolf was the Indian name 
for Hugh Monroe, the first white man to live with the Blackfeet Indians. The 
name is said to have been suggested by Monroe’s habit of getting out of 
bed in the morning on his hands and knees. 


ROES BASIN (Creek) — Named for Otokomi (Yellowfish), a 
part Blackfeet Indian who accompanied G. B. Grinnell on his early expedi- 
tions into this region. Otokomi’s English name was Rose, but early cartograph- 
ers misspelled it as Roes, and Roes Creek and Roes Basin were the result. 
Roes Lake was later renamed Otokomi. 


RUGER LAKE — Named for Thomas H. Ruger, a Civil War 
general who commanded a large part of the Dakota and Montana territory 
around 1890. 


ST. MARY LAKE (Falls, River) — There is much controversy 
over the origin of this name as applied to St. Mary Lakes. J. W. Schultz 
states that Father Pierre DeSmet, the Belgian Missionary named the lakes, 
but DeSmet’s papers and records do not indicate that he ever reached the 
lake. Other accounts state that the name was given to the St. Mary River by 
the International Boundary Survey party in 1870. It is more probable that 
the name was given by Hugh Monroe, the first white man to live with the Black- 
feet Indians, probably shortly after first arriving in the country in 1814. 


The Piegan Indians called these lakes the ‘‘Walled-in Lakes,’’ while the 
Kootenais called them ‘‘Old Woman I[akes.’’ Mr. James Doty, one of Gov- 
ernor Stevens exploration party chiefs who explored and mapped much of 
the eastern front of the range, camped on the Lower St. Mary Lake in May 
1854. He called the upper lake ‘‘Bow Lake’’ and the lower one ‘‘Chief Moun- 
tain Lake.’’ Later maps of the International Boundary Commission erron- 
eously applied the latter name to the present Waterton Lake, despite the fact 


118 


that Doty specifically stated in his reports that his survey showed the lake 
and its environs to be wholly within American territory and more than ten 
miles south of the boundary. He gives the exact location. The outlet of St. 
Mary Lakes, now called the St. Mary River, was called Mo-Ko-Un, or ‘‘Belly 
River,’’ by the Blackfeet, a name now applied to the stream farther north. 


SCALPLOCK MOUNTAIN — Named for a small tuft of trees 
resembling an Indian’s scalplock, that remained on its summit following the 
fire that destroyed the remaining timber. 


SEWARD MOUNTAIN — Named by George Bird Grinnell for 
William H. Seward, Secretary of State under President Lincoln. The name 
was originally applied to the entire ridge from Seward Mountain, which is 
north and east, to Chief Mountain, previously known as ‘‘Seward’s Ridge.’’ 


SHEPARD GLACIER — Named for E. R. Shepard, a photog- 
rapher for the Chaney-Sperry party. 


SHERBURNE LAKE (Peak) — Named for J. J. Sherburne, a 
secretary-treasurer of the Swiftcurrent Oil, Land and Power Co., which 
drilled for oil near the site of the present Sherburne Dam in 1904. 


SHIELDS CREEK (Mountain) — Named for an old timer, Mr. 
Shields, a polished idler from Virginia whose wife ran. a store at Essex, Mon- 
tana. 


SINGLESHOT MOUNTAIN—So named by James Willard Schultz 
because G. B. Grinnell is reported to have killed a running bighorn sheep 
there with a single shot. 


SINOPAH MOUNTAIN—Sinopah, meaning ‘‘kit fox’’ in Black- 
feet, was the Indian wife of Hugh Monroe (Rising Wolf) and daughter of 
Lone Walker, a powerful Blackfeet chief. 


SIYEH, MT. (Creek, Glacier, Pass) — Named by G. B. Grinnell 
for a Blackfeet Indian, ‘‘Sai-yeh,’’ in Blackfeet means Crazy Dog, or Mad Wolf. 


SNYDER CREEK (Ridge, Lake)—George Snyder was an early 
settler near the head of Lake McDonald, who built the first hotel there in 
1895, at the site of the present Lake McDonald Lodge. He also put the first 


power boat on the lake, a steamboat which he used to carry passengers to 
his hotel. 


SPERRY GLACIER — Named for Dr. Lyman B. Sperry of 
Oberlin College, Ohio, the ‘‘Gentleman Explorer,’’ who led the first party 
to reach the glacier in 1896, and who later was responsible for the building 
of the first trail to this glacier over approximately the same route as the 
present one. 


SQUAW MOUNTAIN — A descriptive name given because of a 
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high block of stone that stands on the eastern slope of the mountain, the ‘‘Old 
Squaw,’’ resembling an Indian woman wearing a shawl or blanket. Tom 
Dawson states that the old Indian legend tells how the squaws went up on 
high points to serve as lookouts and signal when the men were on a_ buffalo 
hunt, and the rock of Squaw Mountain is symbolic of the Blackfeet woman 
waiting with infinite patience for the return of the buffalo. 


STANTON MOUNTAIN — Named for Lottie Stanton, a pioneer 
woman who followed the construction camps during the railroad building days. 


STIMSON, MT. (Creek) Named by G. B. Grinnell for Henry 
L. Stimson, later Secretary of State, who-was a member of one of Grinnell’s 
parties in 1891. The name was originally applied to the present Mt. Logan, 
the present Mt. Stimson then being called Mt. James. The change to the pres- 
ent names was probably made by the topographers when the park was mapped. 


STONEY INDIAN LAKE (Pass, Peaks)—Named for the Stoney 
Indians, a branch of the Assiniboine Sioux. 


SWIFTCURRENT CREEK (Falls, Glacier, Lake, Mountain, Pass, 
Ridge) — This name was originally applied to the stream by G. B. Grinnell 
in 1885 or 1886 after the Indian name, ‘‘Swift Flowing River.’’ Swiftcurrent 
Lake was also named by Grinnell but was later changed to Lake McDermott 
after a local lumberman in the late 1890’s, then officially changed back to 
Swiftcurrent in 1928. Swiftcurrent Pass was once known as Horsethief Pass, 
for the Blackfeet horses that were reported to have been driven over it after 
horse-stealing raids. 


THUNDERBIRD FALLS (Glacier, Mountain) — Named for the 
Thunder Bird, common in the Indian myths of this region. 


TINKHAM MOUNTAIN — Lieutenant A. W. Tinkham was an 
Army engineer sent by Governor Isaac Stevens to look for Marias Pass and 
who, in the fall of 1853, crossed Pitamakan Pass, thinking it was the Marias. 
His was the first recorded journal of the crossing of a pass in the park by 
a white man. 

TRIPLE DIVIDE PEAK (Pass) — The waters from this peak 
flow into three major drainages: the Hudson’s Bay, through the St. Mary 
and Saskatchewan; the Pacific, through the Flathead and Columbia; and the 
Gulf of Mexico, through the Missouri-Mississippi. 

TWO MEDICINE CREEK (lakes, Pass)—This name is reported 
to have been derived from the name ‘‘Two Medicine Lodge Creek,’’ so called 
because at one time there were two ‘‘medicine lodges’’ located on either side 
of the creek. 

VAUGHT, MT. Named for L. O. Vaught, of Jacksonville, Il- 
inois, who spent his summers in the park for many years. 
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WALTON CREEK (Mountain) — Named for the patron. saint 
of fishermen, Izaak Walton, because of the good fishing in the area. 


WATERTON LAKES (River, Valley) — These lakes were first 
visited by a party from the British Palliser Expedition in 1858, led by Captain 
T. W. Blakiston. While encamped upon the shores of the lakes, Blakiston 
named them for Charles Waterton, an eminent English naturalist. 


WHITE CALF MOUNTAIN — Named for the last head of the 
Piegan Blackfeet, by the surveyors of the strip of land ceded to the U. 8. 
Government by the Blackfeet in 1896. 


WHITE QUIVER FALLS — Name suggested by H. A. Noble 
of the Glacier Hotel Company, after ‘‘White Quiver,’’ the hero in a novel 
written by H. F. Sanders. Formerly known as ‘‘Washboard Falls.’’ 


WILBUR, MT. (Creek) — Named by G. B. Grinnell in 1885, for 
EK. R. Wilbur, one of Grinnell’s partners in the Forest and Stream Publish- 
ing Company. 

WINDMAKER LAKE — Wind Maker was a mythical being of 
Blackfeet mythology, whose home was in the waters of this lake at the head 
of the Swifteurrent Valley, and who caused the wind to blow so furiously 
from the mountains. 


WYNN, MT. — Named for Frank B. Wynn, physician and sci- 
entist who was killed in an attempt to climb Mt. Siyeh on July 27, 1927. This 
mountain was originally named ‘‘Point Mountain’’ by George Bird Grinnell 
on his map of 1885-92. Later the miners from the mining town of Altyn, 
near the head of Sherburne Lake, named it Altyn, after their town, and in 
1927 topographers transferred this name to a mountain overlooking Swift- 
current where it remained, and renamed the former mountain, ‘‘Mt. Wynn.”’ 
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APPENDIX A 

List of Superintendents since the Establishment of Glacier National Park 
Name | Title Period of Service 

Major Wm. R. Logan Supt. of Road & Trail 8-8-10 to 12-1-10 

Construction 
Major Wm. R. Logan Inspector in Charge 12-1-10 to 4-1-11 
Major Wm. R. Logan Superintendent 4-1-11 to» 2-7-12 
Henry W. Hutchings Acting Supt. 2-8-12 to 5-15-12 
Robert H. Chapman Acting Supt. 5-16-12 to 11-30-12 
James L. Galen Superintendent 12-1-12 to 8-4-14 
Samuel F. Ralston Supervisor 8-5-14 to 6-17-17 
George E. Goodwin Acting Supervisor 6-18-17 to 8-15-17 
Walter W. Payne Superintendent 8-16-17 to 6-30-20 
George E. Goodwin Acting Supt. 7-1-20 to 11-30-20 
Henry W. Hutchings Acting Supt. 12-1-20 to 5-11-21 
J. Ross Eakin Superintendent 5-12-21 to 1-9-24 
Henry W. Hutchings Acting Supt. 1-10-24 to 1-24-24 
Charles J. Kraebel Superintendent 1-25-24 to 2-25-27 
Raymond R. Vincent Acting Supt. 2-26-27 to 4-10-27 
J. Ross Eakin Superintendent 4-11-27 to 1-15-31 
Eivind T. Seoyen Superintendent 1-16-31 to 12-31-38 
Donald S. Libby Superintendent 1-1-39 to 8-25-44 
John W. Emmert Superintendent 9-1-44 to 3-31-58 
Stanley C. Joseph Acting Supt. 4-1-58 to 6-10-58 
Edward A. Hummel Superintendent 6-11-58 to present 
APPENDIX B 

List of Principal Interpretive Personnel under the National Park Service 
Name Title Period of Service 
Morton J. Elrod Nature Guide 1922 to 1926 
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Morton J. Elrod 
George C, Ruhle 
Merle V. Walker 
Matthew E. Beatty 
Harry B. Robinson 
Francis H. Elmore 


Year Visitors 
1911 4,000 
1912 6,257 
1913 12,138 
1914 12,168 
1915 13,465 
1916 12,839 
1917 15,050 
1918 9,086 
1919 18,956 
1920 22,449 
1921 19,736 
1922 23,935 
1923 33,988 
1924 33,012 
1925 40,063 
1926 36,901 
1927 41,745 
1928 53,454 
1929 70,742 
1930 (3-183 
1931 59,846 
1932 DaecO2 
1933 76,615 
1934 116,965 
1935 143,240 


(1) World War I. 


Ranger Naturalist 
Park Naturalist 

Chief Park Naturalist 
Chief Park Naturalist 
Chief Park Naturalist 
Chief Park Naturalist 


APPENDIX C 
Rail 

Arrivals Year 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1948 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
8,856 1952 
9,401 1953 
10,182 1954 
8,432 1955 
6,056 1956 
2,988 1957 
3,852 1958 
6,748 1959 
7,698 1960 
1961 


Visitors 
210,072 
194,522 
153,528 
170,073 
171,307 
179,082 

63,080 
23,496 
36,192 
67,179 

201,145 
324,396 
281,562 
478,839 
485,950 
500,125 
630,949 
633,480 
608,230 
674,004 
718,938 
759,161 
706,841 
722,338 
724,538 
739,982 


1926 
1929 
1941 
1944 
1955 


to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


1928 
1941 
1944 
1955 
1958 


1958 to present 


(3) 


e 


Rail 


Arrivals 


9,100 
8,655 
8,305 
7,644 
7,950 
9,246 
3,740 

4 


0— War 
0—Years 


(2) Change in method of recording visitors using actual count only. 


(3) Beginning of World War II and travel curtailment. 


(4) End of travel curtailment. 
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7,496 


9,679 
7,870 
7,805 
9,072 
6,479 
5,738 

12,094 
MIST 
7,795 
9 325 
8,087 
5,245 
6,341 
8,254 


4,808: 


The GLACIER NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION is a non-profit 


organization pledged to aid in the preservation and interpretation of 


the scenic, scientific, and historic heritage of Glacier National Park 


for the enrichment and enjoyment of its visitors. 


The Association aids the Park in developing its library and road- 
side exhibits; offers natural history books for sale; assists in the acqui- 
sition of non-federally owned lands within the Park; and cooperates 
fully with the United States Government in helping to make Glacier 


a better Park. Revenue derived from its activities is devoted entirely 


to these purposes. Any person interested in the furtherance of these 
purposes may become a member upon payment of the annual fee of 
one dollar. Tax-free gifts and donations may be made for land acqui- 


sition or general use. 
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